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Cover Photos: 

Bishop Karen visited Puddletown to consecrate the new burial ground and bless 
the 5th and tenor bells in the tower. (Rod Hughes) 

The Great Tolpuddle Bake-Off.  (Marion Reagan) 

St John’s Church Ukranian service. (John Taylor) 

Pebble Celtic Cross made on Iona (Emma Hughes) 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Printed by LA Digital Print 01202 980103 
Copy deadline for the May 2022 magazine is 5th April. 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2022 (Sizes are cm) 

Eighth Page -   (6.00 x 4.40)        - £48.00 
Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - 

£130.00 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) 

                           (12.26 x 4.20)(L)  
Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - 

£180.00 £71.00 
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The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
 editor@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Advertising Manager Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

advertising@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
01258 837 316 

dewlish@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Milborne Editor John Wright 
01258 839 090 

         milborne@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes 
01305 849 039 

puddletown@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Tolpuddle Editor Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddle@parishmagazine.org.uk 

 
Distribution C0-0rdinator 

 
Jan O’Mara 

 

01305 848 551 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848464 
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The Ta-da Moment 
 

A young Vicar went into the local first school to talk to the 
children about Easter. He asked the pupils what the first 
words were that Jesus uttered after the resurrection. The 
children pondered the question seriously but were slow to 
give an answer. Then one small girl put up her hand, and 
enthusiastically responded: “Ta-da”. 
   We don’t know what those first words of Jesus following 
his rising were, but we can safely say that they were 

unlikely to have been “Ta-da”, the first recorded use of which took place only 
in the 1900s. 
   The origins of the word appear to have their roots in the attempts to imitate 
in spoken word the sound of the fanfare flourish a trumpet or similar 
instrument makes when accompanying the arrival of an important person or 
moment. 
   Ta-da may not have been Jesus’s first words following the resurrection, but 
in many ways his rising from the dead could be seen as a ta-da moment. 
Certainly it was the arrival of an important person and heralded an event of 
significance. 
   The resurrection was a moment when the devastation and loss brought about 
in the crucifixion was transformed into hope and presence for his first 
followers. And it is a moment that continues to transform the lives of 
Christians today, because it reveals that God’s life is stronger than death, that 
no situation is ever completely hopeless. 
   The power of the resurrection which so astounded Jesus’s earthly friends in 
the first century is something that still gives life to Christians today. It is at the 
heart of our faith. 
   The resurrection doesn’t mean we will never face difficult times – all human 
beings meet them – but it does mean that despair and darkness will never have 
the final word. There is always something greater and better to come. 
   As I write, the Ukrainian conflict rages. Many of us feel powerless to change 
things; our tears are nothing compared to the suffering of the Ukrainian 
people. We see what happens when a lust for power by one individual gets out 
of control and causes mayhem and suffering for millions. Many struggle to 
believe in a God who allows this kind of destruction to happen. 
   But God reigns through consent, not oppression. God does not impose power 
on people but allows freedom of choice – we choose whether we live by love or 
a lust for power which tramples over anything in its way, by domination or 
humility, by caring only for ourselves or thinking of others too. When people 
make bad decisions, then consequences occur which sadly can affect many 
others. 
   It’s not only Christians who behave well, of course, but the resurrection does 
give us hope that love is greater than hate, light more powerful than darkness 
and eternal life stronger than death, that one day in God’s time all will be well. 
   The ta-da moment of the resurrection can sustain us through truly difficult 
times. In the crucifixion the early disciples believed that God had let them 
down and had left them to face the future alone. Through the resurrection 
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their hope was restored. God had not died on the cross, and death was not the 
end. 
My prayer is that the Easter declaration “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed,” will 
bring you hope in a dark world and help you trust that evil will never have the 
final word.  
    
Happy Easter to you all. 
 
With best wishes , Sarah 

BENEFICE REGISTERS 

Baptism 

20th February Millie Rose Joslin Puddletown 

Burial 

15th March Lilian Ada Hanson Tolpuddle 

St Mary’s Puddletown 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

3rd April Jean Jeffreys Judy Bumby 

10th April Puddletown Praise Team 

14th April TBA TBA 

17th April Margaret Rickard Bob Todd  

24th April Dawn Loveless Ursula Pomeroy & Peter Bishop 

PCC Charity Donations 

Please give prayerfully and generously 

Lent Bishop’s Fund for Sudan 

Mothering Sunday Mosaic 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 
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St. Mary’s Church Events - 

April 

Children’s Society Collection boxes for the 
Children’s Society have all been gathered in, 
the money counted and banked. £762.77 from 
twenty-eight boxes! There were seven boxes 
not ready for collection and 2 ex box holders 
have left the village. Considering that, due to 
COVID, the last collection was in May of last 
year, the amount is outstanding and will be 
very much appreciated by the Children’s Socie-
ty. It is hoped that, after November’s collection 
it will become an annual event again. Thank 
you everyone. 

 
Easter cards  These will be on sale in the church in the run-up to Easter. 
 
Pop-in coffee mornings These take place every Thursday from 10.00am to 12 
noon.  Everyone (of any age) is welcome.  Good coffee and delicious cakes and/
or biscuits are always on offer. Come and join us for a sociable hour. 
 
Cards Rosemary will bring her cards to the pop-in coffee morning on 14th April. 
 
Messy Church This will take place in Milborne Sports Pavilion on Sunday 3rd 
April at 4.00pm and again on 15th April (Good Friday) in Milborne Village Hall.  
There will be activities, crafts, songs, games, a bible story and prayers followed 
by tea.  An adult must accompany children.   
 
Prayer Group The Benefice prayer group meets on Tuesdays in Puddletown 
Church Room, 10.30 until 12.00noon.  Coffee and conversation from 10.30 fol-
lowed by prayers at 10.50am.  All are welcome.  
 
The Monthly Village Lunch will be held on Monday 11th April.  We shall be 
serving cottage pie with vegetables followed by a selection of delicious puds.  12 
noon to 1.30pm in Puddletown Village Hall.  Please contact Sheila on 849193 or 
Jean on 848211 if you haven’t already booked or if you have to cancel.  
 
Consecration of the New Burial Ground On Monday 7th March Bishop Ka-
ren came to consecrate our new burial ground.  There was a short service to con-
secrate the ground and then Sarah thanked Bob and all his helpers who had 
worked so hard to prepare the ground.  This was followed by the signing of legal 
documents.  Bishop Karen then went to the church tower to bless the new head-
stocks on the 5th and tenor bells which were replaced in 2020.  After all this ex-
citement there was a splendid tea in the church room. 
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Flower Tower Following everyone’s great effort at creating the poppies for the 
church tower in November, we are now planning a red, white, and blue flower 
tower to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June. Flowers can be of any 
design, and any shade of red & blue (as well as white!), knitted, crocheted, or 
made of felt, but please attach some wool/string to enable us to attach the flow-
ers to the netting. A box will be placed in the church for completed flowers. 

Thank you! 

BENEFICE PRAYER GROUP 

 

Janet Voke and Sue Turner warmly invite you to join them for a time of friend-

ship and prayer for all of us in the benefice. 

It will be in the Church Room, Puddletown on Tuesdays from 10.30 until 12.00 

noon. 

There will be coffee and conversation from 10.30 and 

prayers will begin at 

11.00. 

Do come and join us. 

 

Prayer Requests 

If anyone has any prayer requests for the Benefice Prayer Group, please 
contact: 

Sue Turner - 01305 849030 or 

Janet Voke - 01258 837550 



12 

Parish Magazine - April 2022 



Parish Magazine - April 2022 

 
13 

Month on the Farm 

 
Over the past few weeks bitter winds have blown, 
including those ominous gales which in general 
did little damage other than a few branches off 
trees and a couple of roofing sheets pulled away, 
which were quickly nailed back down before 
more damage was done; but the biggest 
annoyance, inconvenience and frustration was 
that the largest poly tunnel had its sheet 
completely torn off - the wind got under the 
nailed batons and just took it!  The six ewes and 
lambs inside were unharmed but this has meant 
other buildings usually housing cattle have had 
to been taken over for lambing sheep until the 
new sheeting is delivered and then, with 
numerous helpers and a very calm day, is 
resheeted for the next batch of ewes lambing at 
the end of March. Incredibly the other poly 
tunnel right beside this one was unscathed. 

 

So lambing has started, and already some ewes and lambs are back out in the 
fields.  Others which have lambed are kept firstly in individual pens so the 
mother and lamb get used to each other, then both are sprayed marked with the 
same number so we can match them together in the mixing pens and out in the 
field, usually for us a red spray for singles and green for twins so we know how 
many lambs each ewe has had.  The lamb is also required to have an ear tag 
printed with our flock number.   
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 Also, all cattle are registered at birth and each given an identical ear tag in each 
ear; this goes with them for life and is printed on their ‘passport’ which also 
goes everywhere with them. The tags can have a chip in them, which is read by 
a reader, similar to a dog’s microchip. 

 

Last week we had another inspection, this time from Trading Standards, 
inspecting all the livestock and crop records as part of their requirements and 
then some more on behalf of the Food Standards Agency to see that everything 
was in order, recorded properly and fully traceable. 

 

Wind, rain and chilly days are getting us through last year’s hay, straw and 
silage and the last batch of cattle on turnips in Cheselbourne will shortly be 
back on a grass field, with field work getting under way as the days get milder. 

 

Wakely Cox 

5th March 2022 
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TOWER NEWS 
Puddletown, Dorset 

St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday, 20 February 2022 in 20m (16–1–18 in E) 

Call Changes  

1  William Bishop (C)  4   Maria Guttridge 

2  Emma Hughes   5   Robin J Mears 

3   Ian Bishop   

 

Rung on the Front 5 for Morning Worship & Baptism 

 

Puddletown, Dorset 

St Mary the Virgin 

Thursday, 3 March 2022 in 5m (16–1–18 in E) 

120 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Fiona Thomson   4 William Bishop (C) 

2 Roger Thomson   5 Robert Newton 

3 Robin J Mears 

 

Rung on front 5 after meeting short for Practice night 

 

Milborne St Andrew, Dorset 

St Andrews 

Saturday 5th March 2022 in 44m (8-3-18 in A) 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Robert Newton   4 Paul Cottingham 

2 Jane Pridmore   5 Robin J Mears (C) 

4 William Bishop   6 Nigel Pridmore 

 
Rung by M1 Teachers on the 10th Anniversary of ART. 
Our thoughts go to the people of Ukraine. 
Also 95th Birthday Compliment to Mrs Rose Gough, Mother In Law of Robin. 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=17095
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=17095
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Puddletown, Dorset 

St Mary the Virgin 

Monday, 7 March 2022 in 20m (16–1–18 in E) 

Plain Bob Doubles and Call Changes 

1 Janet Ranger-Dennis  4 Ashley Monck 

2 Bronwen James   5 Paul Cottingham (C) 

3 Roger Thomson   6 Robin J Mears 

 

Rung before the Consecration of the new Churchyard & Blessing the New 

Headstocks of Bells 5 & 6 By The Rt Rev Karen Gorham Bishop of Sherborne. 

 

I recently attended a practice night at St Mary’s Church, Puddletown to pre-
sent Fiona and Roger Thomson with their guild membership certificates.  This 
was long overdue because they were nominated in January 2020 at our Branch 
Business Meeting at Wool - but the pandemic ‘got in the way’!  Fiona and Roger 
learned to ring bells in 1968 in Zimbabwe where they were living.  In 2017 they 
came to live in West Knighton near Dorchester and immediately joined Pud-
dletown Tower.  They are Honorary Life Members of the Zimbabwe Guild, hav-
ing rung in Harare at The Cathedral Church of St Mary & All Saints, which is a 
10 bell 25 cwt tower. 

  
Janet Ranger-Dennis 

Chairman, Dorchester Branch, SDGR 



20 

Parish Magazine - April 2022 



Parish Magazine - April 2022 

 
21 

St Mary’s Middle School 

It was so lovely to see the joy and laughter around the school 
when we celebrated World Book Day. Having children of my 
own, I know the added pressures that come with getting 
costumes together and I really 
want to thank parents for the 
efforts. Thanks also to the staff 
who joined in, the costumes 
were great - Mr Aspinall was 

born to play Burt from Mary Poppins! 

In February, 7OB had a cake sale in aid of Save the 
Children. The class had been reading Parvana's 
Journey as a class novel and it is about a girl living 
under the Taliban regime. So the pupils wanted to 
raise money for children living in Afghanistan, 
where children are living with extreme hunger and 
the cold winter. They raised £94.66 which equates 
to either four hygiene packs, six weeks’ food for a family, 94 meals for a 
malnourished child or 38 baby blankets. After the cake sale 7OB had a visit 
from a member of the charity who explained where their money will go and 
gave an insight into the charity and their work. 

Following some excellent pancake making 
and tossing on Shrove Tuesday, Lent 
started on Wednesday 2nd March and, at 
St Mary’s, we have been encouraging our 
pupils to carry out ‘40 acts of kindness’. 
Each day, there has been a suggestion on 
our Daily Bulletin of an ‘act of kindness’, 
but the children have been inspired and 
thought of many other ways to show acts 
of kindness to family, friends, neighbours 
and those further afield. 

Year 6 had the most wonderful time at PGL. The children showed superb 
teamwork and excellent determination. We are so proud of all of them. I am 
sorry that the second half of the week was 
cut short but they had a beautiful day and a 
half of sunny activities and fun. 

To see some of the excellent work made by 
students at St Mary’s, follow us on 
Instagram at stmpudd. 

Happy Easter! 

Darren Ayling 

Head Teacher 
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February 2022    

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

85.50 mm 

127.20 mm  

2021 Rainfall for the month 

2021 Cumulative for the year 

79.80 mm 

    167.70 mm  

 

Temperatures 
Max.  14.500 C 

Min.  -2.100 C 

2021 
Max 15.30° C 

Min –3.30º C  

Maximum wind speed 25.90 mph  

 

2021 16.80 mph  

Puddletown Weather - March 2022 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’     altitude 88.39 

metres (somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

Puddletown Community Library 

 

Easter Weekend 

 

Please note the library will be closed on 
Friday 15th and Saturday 16th April 



24 

Parish Magazine - April 2022 

 



Parish Magazine - April 2022 

 
25 

 



26 

Parish Magazine - April 2022 



Parish Magazine - April 2022 

 
27 

 



28 

Parish Magazine - April 2022 



Parish Magazine - April 2022 

 
29 

CONTACTS PAGE - Please help us keep these pages up to date by notifying us of 
any changes 

CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

RETIRED CLERGY The Revd Sue Turner 07775 710 429 

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Margaret Rickard 01305  849332 

CHURCHWARDENS Cynthia Metcalfe (Puddletown) 01305 848 043  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 01305 848 552 

 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Vacancy  

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes  01305 849 039 

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS    

Alcoholics Anonymous Alcoholics Anonymous 

Area Parish Council 
Alan Sheppard 

Email:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk  
07771 98 8574 

Mrs A Bendall 

puddletown@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 
01305 849 596 

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Carer’s Association   

Children’s Society Dawn Loveless 01305 849534 

Church Room Jane Stanley 
01305 848494 

07871 169014   

COMMUNITY LIBRARY - Run & financed by volunteers. 01305 848 506     

Opening Hours:- 

info@communitylibrarypuddletown.org 
 
Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday:  10.00am to 12.00noon 
Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker 

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers Alf Justin 01258 839 080 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way 
Julian Hubbuck   

julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

Friends of Puddletown Church Ursula Pomeroy 01305 264 516 

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

mailto:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk
mailto:info@communitylibrarypuddletown.org
mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Anna Bendall 01305 849 596  

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 01305 849039 

PCC Treasurer David Elliott 01305 259236  

Pilates (at First School) Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark 

Puddletown Pumpkins Toddler 

Group 
Amy Waldron ajcinoz06@yahoo.co.uk 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

Pre –school Laura Evans  

First School (Head Teacher) Mr D Hunwick 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School 
Darren Ayling—Head  

Teacher 
01305 848 293 

Short Mat Bowls   

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 
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Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

   

 

   

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow 
Anna Bendall—Clerk to 

PAPC 
01305 849596 

PCC Secretary Jayne Brayshaw 01305 849 314 

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Pilates Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Streetfair  Annette Pitman 01305 848 219 

Tolpuddle Home Group Simon Dodd 01305 848 171 

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust  
tolpud-

dleoctrust@btinternet.com  
tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com  

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Julia Johnstone, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. 
Julie Batchelor  & 

Jo Austwick  
tolpuddlevinfo@gmail.com 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton - pdwal-

ton@btinternet.com 
01305 848 034 

Whist Drive Diana Foreman 01305 848 419 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

   

   

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS  

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk  
Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure (Southern Electric)  0800 0727 282 

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PCSO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Andrew Booth (Chair) 01258 837 284 

Village Hall (Chair) Bernie Cosgrove, 01258 837 152 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS    

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Sheila Ryall 01258 837 504 

Athletics (Information) David Pearson 01258 837 057 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Pip Bowell 01258 837 329 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Rose Frost 01258 837 921 

Football (Youths) Andy Brown 07427 503 373 

Gardening Club Sally Dyer 01258 837 061 

Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Sharon Hunt (Head Teacher) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Roy Sach 01258 837 033 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair 01258 837 912 

 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 01258 880 229 

Pilates (at First School) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Round Robin Ramblers Ian Bromilow 01258 880 044 

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Swimming Club Pat Cowan 01258 880 601 

Tai Chi Brian Burton 01258 839 033 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Richard Hawker 07383 309 037 

Village Hall Sarah Ryan (Chair)  01258 839 230 

 Alison Riddle (Bookings) 01258 837 148 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Sarah Ryan 01258 839 230 

Youth Club (8-13 years) Joanne Miller 01258 881 496 
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St John’s Church 

Tolpuddle—April 2022 

Well well, Easter is nigh upon us, that very 
important Church Festival, as well as reminding 
us that Winter is finished and summer just 
around the corner.  

As I write this at the beginning of March, it is 
extremely difficult to be optimistic- the news 

from Ukraine is so appalling and whatever the outcome it is going to mean a 
very different balance of power in that part of the world. Our hearts and prayers 
go out to the stricken families as they flee their homeland. We feel helpless but 
the outcome of emotion has shown that we really do care – indeed Tolpuddle 
has collected many bag loads of necessary toiletries which have already been 
despatched to Poland to make life a little more tolerable for the refugees. We 
held a special service on March 6th, instead of our usual Communion Service. Dr 
Richard Hall had assisted in finding some beautiful music recordings by 
Ukrainian composers, including a folk song and the Lord’s Prayer sung in 
Ukrainian. The service ended with a rendition of the Ukrainian National Anthem 
at which we all stood holding candles and sending our prayers to Ukraine.  A 
Ukrainian friend, Victoria, joined us for the service and chatted to us while we 
had coffee, telling us a little more about her country. 

What about our regular services? We did of course miss Sarah while she was 
taking her well earned rest, but Rev’d Janet Smith took one service and the team 
took Go Fourth on February 27th . This latter service is usually well attended but 
this month our band was depleted as Martin, our wonderfully enthusiastic 
bandmaster, is in hospital seriously ill. Our thoughts and prayers are with him 
and his family and we wish him a speedy recovery.  

We are now in Lent, with the opportunity to attend the Lent Programme, either 
live or by Zoom. We will be looking forward to the Easter services - I would 
recommend the special Good Friday Service in Tolpuddle which is held at 
10.00am.   

As you may have read we have listened to ideas from YOU and in response we 
now hold a monthly service at 5.30pm- which is a short Reflective Service. It 
is held on the second Sunday of the month- this month it will be April 10th. We 
have also asked for your ideas as to how we can re-vamp Go Fourth and 
expand the team- do contact Hilly, Jayne or Alan if you feel you might have 
something to offer. 

We have had another sad death in our village, that of Lilian Hanson, who had 
lived in the village for many many years and would like to send our condolences 
to her son Michael and his family. Although she had had a long illness and been 
housebound for sometime she will be remembered by many as a keen whist 
player and enjoying a cup of tea and is now buried in our top churchyard with 
her husband William. Fortunately the churchyard has been well prepared by 
Matt and Fiona, who take this responsibility very seriously.  

         Continued on Page  35 
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We are delighted that some other areas of the graveyard are now cared for by 
individuals- do you think you might have an hour or so every now and then to 
look after a few graves? The Churchyard Team would be very appreciative. 

Looking towards the next few months, we are happy to say that the Church 
Camping Season officially opens on April 1st- the first booking already 
confirmed! Plans are well afoot for the celebration of the Queens Jubilee, 
arrangement being coordinated by Marion Regan under the auspices of TEC, 
who will need lots of volunteers. Do please read the fliers that are posted 
through your door and remember to register your interest when the time comes 
so that your child can receive a complimentary Commemoration Mug. Marion 
and Mandy held a Village Bake Off and Tea to raise some money to help pay for 
the mugs (report elsewhere). We will be having a huge Tea Party and sports and 
fun for the children  (and their parents) on Sunday June 5th. We are also 
planting a tree in Orchard Meadow as a permanent reminder of this historical 
event. 

We constantly are reminded of the joys of our beautiful village and the 
privileges of living in a democracy with free speech- thank you Lord. 

 

Good wishes to everyone 

Hilly and Jayne 

150 Club 2022 - Draw 

In aid of the Tolpuddle Village Hall Development 
Fund  
The new 150 club is now underway and the first draw has taken place.   It is 
drawn live on the Tolpuddle Facebook Community page with results published 
here as well. 

2022 1st (£20) 2nd (£15) 3rd (£10) 

 February Anita Nicholson Matt Carter Michael Hanson 
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THE GREAT TOLPUDDLE BAKE OFF 

 

On March 5th the residents of Tolpuddle brought their Signature, Technical and 
Showstopper bakes to the village hall to be judged. The children brought their 
uncooked chocolate bars. 

Teresa Turner won the Signature Shortbread 

Susan Van Baars won the Technical Swiss Roll 

Liz Gulliver won the Showstopper  with a beautifully decorated cake 

Thomas Baddersly won the under 14's decorated chocolate bars but all the 
children's entries were superb. 

Tea/coffee and cake consumption took place in the afternoon. 

It was a lively, happy event which raised money towards the Platinum Jubilee 
mugs which every under 14 year old in Tolpuddle will receive. 

After 2 years of disruption by Covid, we are finally back to normal! 

 

Marion Reagan 

St John’s Church  held a special service on March 6th. 

Instead of our usual Communion Service. Dr Richard Hall had assisted in find-
ing some beautiful music recordings by Ukrainian composers, including a folk 
song and the Lord’s Prayer sung in Ukrainian. 

The service ended with a rendition of the Ukrainian National Anthem at which 
we all stood holding candles and sending our prayers to Ukraine.  

 A Ukrainian friend, Victoria, joined us for the service and chatted to us while 
we had coffee, telling us a little more about her country. 
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CLEANING 

Two lady cleaners 

taking new bookings 

— one off weekly or 

monthly cleans.   

Also happy to do 

other odd jobs too, 

gardening etc.   

References can be 

provided.   

Please contact Ruth 

on 07851727696  
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Do you have holiday 

accommodation in 

Tolpuddle? 

We are adding an additional page 
to the village website 
( www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk) as 
this is a busy holiday area with 
little accommodation available. 

It is hoped that this will bring 
more business to the local area and 
enable more holidaymakers to 
enjoy our beautiful countryside. 

Please email 
Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com if 
you have any comments or 
suggestions. 

Julia Johnstone 

 

 

http://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
mailto:Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com
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Friday 29th April 2022 
Hand built mugs with personality 

9.30-11.30am  
Puddletown Village Hall,  

 
Create a mug that truly is your personality. 

 
£25 including clay and kiln firing, pre-booking only. 
 
Please email 
creativeclayforall@yahoo.co.uk 
to book your space. 
 
creativeclayforall.co.uk 
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 Milborne St Andrew’s Church News 

The Imposition of Ashes service, held on Ash Wednesday, was led by a visiting 

priest, Rev Leila Mather.  The service was enjoyed by the few who came 

although it was unfortunate that so few people did attend. 

Now that we are in Lent, there are courses and activities which are run to help 

us to prepare for Easter when we can celebrate.  These were widely advertised 

and hopefully are being well attended and thought provoking. 

St Andrew’s is one of the parishes who host the monthly Messy Church sessions 

for families.  In April it will be Milborne’s turn on the 3rd of April and will be 

held in the Sports Pavilion.  We will also be running the annual Good Friday 

family session in Milborne St Andrew’s village hall.  All are welcome, so do 

come along to hear stories, do crafting and enjoy eating supper together.  

Helpers are always welcome. 

Our Events Committee continue to run social events and functions to raise 
money for the church.  Thanks to all who bought masks over the last 18 months 
as this project raised over £2000. They are currently organising a 
‘curry@home’ event when they will cook and deliver curry meals to village 
residents who have booked in advance. 

Pam Shults 

Churchwarden 

Milborne St. Andrew Gardening Club 

 Top Gardening Tips 

Julius Caesar once said, “Experience is the teacher of all things”. Now, Gar-

dening Club members have, between them, a wealth of gardening experience 

and so you’ll surely learn a lot if you come along to our meeting this month, 

when members will be sharing handy tips and tricks to make gardening easier, 

more productive, cheaper etc. etc. 

Non members are especially welcome. We meet in the vil-
lage hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 21st April so do come 
along. If you subsequently try out the tips and tricks 
you’ve been given and they do not work for you, don’t des-
pair, stay positive and say “I didn’t fail, it was a learning 
experience!”. 

Mark Johnson  
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Baking, making and pets 
 
Valentine’s day gave us an excuse for baking, although we don’t really need an 
excuse. This time we made jammy dodger heart biscuits which proved to be a 
little trickier than our normal bakes. Luckily, I had tried the recipe at home 
before making with the children. It made a very soft dough which was very dif-
ficult to roll and cut out. So on the day with a trusted recipe we mixed and 
baked biscuits then spread them with strawberry jam to make a delicious Val-
entine treat. Pancake day couldn’t pass without making pancakes, so we made 
and ate and voted on the favourite filling. Sugar came out tops, but we think 
Chocolate spread would have beaten it – unfortunately due to nut allergies we 
didn’t have chocolate spread! We thickened the batter and made a small thick-
er pancake for the children to toss in the toy frying pan. This was done so en-
thusiastically the handle broke off the pan. 
 
One of our core books is The Great Pet Sale and we covered it this month by 
having had a ‘pet shop’ as role play and learnt about different pets and how 
they need looking after. In the book there are a diverse mixture of animals in-
cluding a komodo dragon, which none of the children had. Cats came out as the 
most popular pet with many families having two. In the story each pet cost a 
different amount so for our shop the children made price labels. Sign of the 
times is having a card and ATM machine not just a cash register. The children 
were able to hold, stroke and feed dandelion leaves to two beautiful calm guin-
ea pigs. Thank you to Liz H for bringing them in. We also have some tadpoles 
which the children have been observing through magnifying glasses. And out-
side we have a pair of longtail tits visiting our bird feeders. Next week our topic 
will cover more wildlife – this time minibeasts with our book of the week being 
Billy’s Beetle. 
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WANTED! 

We have plans to create a 3rd volume of the popular Church Mouse Cookbooks 
and are after new recipes. 

Do you have any favourite lockdown recipes? 

Have you lived abroad or in another part of the UK and would like to share a 
recipe from that place? 

Please email them to puddletownbenefice@outlook.com 

 

It doesn’t matter what measurements or temperatures 
they are submitted in. 

 

Please do not copy directly from a cookbook or internet 
page for copyright reasons. Maybe tweak the recipe to 
make it “your own”. 

 

Thank you! 

Church Mouse Stock 

 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 

River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 

Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 

Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 

Single cards £1.40 

Flower notelets (pack of 4) £3 

 

Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 
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Dewlish Church Notes 

WE HAVE one more Lent Lunch, and that will 

be held on Tuesday 5th April at 12.30pm in the 

Village Hall. There is a minimum charge of £5 

per head which will be donated to a charity. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Our Spring Sale will be held on Saturday 9th 

April at 2.30pm in the Village Hall. This will be 

in aid of church funds. There will be the usual 

stalls, raffle and teas, and an Easter-themed stall. 

Donations of cakes will be most welcome, also items for the raffle etc. Please 

come and support us, and enjoy an afternoon cuppa with your friends and 

neighbours! 

Easter is fast approaching, and at the Palm Sunday Service – on 10th April at 

11.00am – there will be a distribution of palm crosses. 

The Good Friday Service at 6.00pm will be a time for reflection, music and 
prayers, while on Easter Day we shall be celebrating Jesus’ resurrection with an 
Easter Holy Communion at 11.00am. We look forward to seeing you all. 

 

Daphne  Burg 

Press Release. 
 
Having not performed together as a group for over two years during the pan-
demic, Briantspuddle Singers are very much looking forward to staging a con-
cert of Lent music in the prestigious and beautiful Milton Abbey on Saturday 9th 
April at 7.30pm.  
 
We will be performing the ever-popular Crucifixion by Stainer, accompanied by 
local musicians playing the Abbey’s Willis organ and the chamber organ owned 
by the DRMS. Also on the programme are popular pieces by Victoria, Viadana, 
Handel, Mozart, Brahms, Vaughan Williams, ending with two joyful and exu-
berant works by recent composers – Richard Shephard and Alan Bullard.  
 
Choir members are all eagerly anticipating this chance to come together to sing 
once again in these lovely surroundings, and look forward to welcoming a large 
and enthusiastic audience to share their love of music during these still very 
challenging times. 
 
Tickets for this event are £12.50 and are available at the door, from any choir 
member or tel: 01929 554055      
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March 2022 
 
Update from the 
Dorchester office of 

Central Dorset Citizens Advice 
 
Buy Now Pay Later products: These products are unregulated but following 
representation by Citizens Advice and other agencies the FCA has reviewed their 
terms and conditions using the Consumer Rights Act. As a result of this 
Clearpay, Klarna, Laybuy and Openpay have agreed to change terms in their 
consumer contracts to make them fairer, easier to understand and better reflect 
how consumers use them in practice.  
 
In future terms must: 
Set out what happens if a consumer cancels the contract for purchases funded by 
the BNPL loan 
 
Make it clear that they will provide advance notice to consumers if they intend to 
terminate/suspend their account 
 
Not prevent a consumer from being able to offset/deduct money owed to them 
by the firm from instalments 
 
Clearpay, Laybuy and Openpay have agreed to refund customers who have been 
charged late payment fees in specific circumstances.  
 
Finally a Royal Mail Christmas “postscript”. Following its research 
Citizens Advice has reported on Royal Mail’s poor performance with 
almost 15 million people (28%) were left waiting for post over the Christmas pe-
riod. Of those, over half (54%) reported going at least a week without letters. As 
a result, 2.5 million people missed important documents, health appointments, 
or were unable to pay a fine or bills, sometimes resulting in further penalties. 
 
Should you have concerns about pensions, employment, benefits, 
housing, family, household and energy bills, consumer issues etc, 
you can contact Citizens Advice via our Freephone Dorset Advice line 
number on 0800 144 88 48 between 10am - 4pm, Monday to Friday. 
Alternatively visit our national website: www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 
 
For information about local Citizens Advice service go to: https://
centraldorsetca.org.uk/ 
. 
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Crossword clues  
 
 
Across 
1  ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters 
of faith (8) 
9  In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3) 
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5) 
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5) 
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6) 
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruit-
ful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13) 
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6) 
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet 
(John 13:4) (5) 
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5) 
23 For nine (anag.) (7) 
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8) 
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — 
the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4) 
 
Down 
1  ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from 
them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4) 
2  Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5) 
4  ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of 
God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6) 
5  An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5) 
6  Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 
1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4) 
7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4) 
8  One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 
10:28) (6) 
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8) 
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7) 
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3) 
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3) 
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5) 
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of 
God’ (Romans 8:39) (4) 
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24th April - Easter 2 

Psalm 150, Acts 5.27-32, John 20.19-31 

 9.30am Parish Communion Milborne 

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

11.00am 1662 Morning Prayer (traditional language) Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 
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Services in the Benefice  

3rd April—Passion Sunday 

Psalm 126, Philippians 3.4b-14, John 12.1-8 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Celebrate... Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am 1662 Morning Prayer (traditional language) Dewlish 

4.00pm Messy Church Milborne  

10th April - Palm Sunday 

Psalm 31.9-16, Luke 19.28-40, Isaiah 50.4-9a, Luke 22.14-23.56 

9.30am Parish Communion Milborne 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections NEW Tolpuddle 

14th April - Maundy Thursday 

Psalm 116.1, 10-17, 1 Corinthians 11.23-26, John 13.1-17, 31b-35  

6.00pm Holy Communion Puddletown 

15th April - Good Friday 

 

10.00am Good Friday Service - music, prayer, reflection Tolpuddle 

2.00pm Good Friday Service - music, prayer, reflection Puddletown 

4.00pm Good Friday Messy Church Milborne 

6.00pm Good Friday Service - music, prayer, reflection Dewlish 

17th April - Easter Day 

Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24, Acts 10.34-43, Luke 24.1-12 

9.30am Easter Holy Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Easter Holy Communion Milborne 

11.00am Easter Holy Communion Puddletown 

11.00am Easter Holy Communion Dewlish 

MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m.) 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman (sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the 

link (Please note that the calendar of services may be subject to change) 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com
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