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Front Cover Photos:  Shirley Parker of Puddletown celebrates  her 
90th birthday. Photo taken by Glad Antell. 

 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Copy deadline for the July magazine is 3rd June 2023 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2023 (Sizes are cm) 

Eighth Page -   (6.00 x 4.40)                    £53.00 
Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - 

£143.00 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) 

                           (12.26 x 4.20)(L)  
Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - 

£195.00 £78.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Advertising Manager Pam Fleetwood puddletownparishmagads@gmail.com 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
01258 837 316 

 

Milborne Editor John Wright 01258 839 090 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Tolpuddle Editor Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddleparishmagazine@gmail.com 

 
Distribution C0-0rdinator 

 
Jan O’Mara 

 

01305 848 551 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848 464 
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Looking back, living forward 
 

A few days ago, I had a very lucky escape. I was driving past 
a local river when a flash of white caught my eye. For some 
reason I wondered whether it was a swan. A friend’s son is 
very keen on swans, so in my mind was that I could tell him 
where I’d seen one, if that indeed was what it was. So I 
carried on driving but kept looking back at the river to see 
whether I could tell what sort of bird it was. So transfixed 
was I in trying to work out what the glimpse of white was 

that I managed to pull out into the pathway of an oncoming car at a T-junction 
at the end of the road. I am very grateful that the driver of that car had quick 
reactions, and an accident was averted. 
 
We all know that looking backwards while trying to drive a car or even ride a 
bicycle is likely to end in tears. If we are going to reach our destination safely, 
we need to keep our eyes focussed on where we are going and not on where we 
have come from,  
 
In life more generally looking back does have some purpose – learning from 
past mistakes, for instance. But there are also times when we can get stuck in 
the past and find ourselves struggling to live fully in the present because we 
keep being dragged back by the thought of a poor decision we made, or 
something that has happened to us years back. We beat ourselves up or allow 
ourselves to be weighed down by feelings of guilt. There are people who get so 
caught up in things not being how they used to be that they find it hard to 
discern any meaning in their current life. 
 
The prophet Isaiah from the Bible reminds his listeners at one point of God’s 
message to them: “Do not remember the former things, neither consider the 
things of old. For behold, I am doing a new thing.” (Isa 45.18-19) At the time 
God’s people were in exile and finding it hard to settle because it’s not where 
they wanted to be. They had a choice – to constantly hark back to the good old 
days or to try and make a future for themselves. God would be with them in 
that future. but no one could change what had happened in the past or turn the 
clock back.  
 
That is a promise for us too: that the God who was with us in the past is the 
God alongside us now and who will not desert us in the future, whatever 
changes and new challenges we have to face. 
 

With best wishes 

Sarah 
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BENEFICE REGISTERS 

Baptism 

30th April Margot Astrid Miller Milborne 

7th May Felicity Anne Sophie Alley Puddletown 

Summer Quiet Days 

 

Does the thought of a quiet time and some peace appeal to you?  

Then join us for a Quiet Day at Marion Dunlop House, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 

Dorchester, from 10am until 3.30pm on 10th June. 

Join us for a day of restorative relaxation as we spend time in Christian contem-

plative meditation, reflecting on Stillness for Strength. 

The house belongs to the Fellowship of Meditation and has an extensive library 

you can browse in, time can be spent in the beautiful garden with its summer-

house and seats all around. 

Tea and coffee will be provided, but we ask you to bring your own lunch. 

Everybody is welcome so come along and enjoy some space and each other’s 

company. No booking is required, no set charge is made, donations are wel-

come. 

If you have any queries please contact: 

Sue Turner 07775 710429 

Or The Office 01305 215396 (Mon, Tues, & alt Wed) 

P.S. If you can’t manage this day we are having another Quiet Day on 19th Au-
gust – join us then. 
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St. Mary’s Church Events - 

June 

Pop-in Coffee Mornings in the Church Room 
are every Thursday from 10am to 12noon.  Eve-
ryone (of any age) is welcome. Good coffee and 
delicious cakes and/or biscuits are always on 
offer.  Come and join us for a sociable hour or 
two. 
 
Easter flowers in the church were beautifully 
decorated by the talented flower arranging 
team. Many thanks to you all.  After the austeri-

ty of Lent walking into church to see this explosion of flowers was a real WOW 
moment! 
In addition the school children had made a joyously decorated cross which 
was placed up against the altar. 
  
Rosemary’s Card Stall will be at the ‘pop-in’ coffee morning in the church 
Room on Thursday 8th June.  The cards are good quality and very reasonably 
priced.  Do come along and have a look. Through the sale of her cards Rose-
mary is helping to support the church room. 
 
Prayer Group The Benefice prayer group meets on Tuesdays in Puddletown 
Church, 10.30 until 12noon  All are welcome. 
 
Craft Group The next meeting will be Thursday lunchtime from 12.30pm on 
8th June.   For more information and to confirm your place please contact 
Margaret Rickard at margaretmary227@gmail.com or by phone 01305 
849332 
There will be no meetings in July and August but we shall resume in Septem-
ber. 
 
The Village Lunch   will be held on Monday 12th June from 12noon to 
1.30pm. We shall be serving Quiche with new potatoes and salad followed by 
the usual delicious puddings, this must be booked in advance.  If you haven’t 
yet booked your place then please contact Sheila on 849193 or Jean on 
848211.   

 

mailto:margaretmary227@gmail.com
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BENEFICE PRAYER GROUP 

Janet Voke and Sue Turner warmly invite you to join them for a time of friend-
ship and prayer for all of us in the benefice. 

It will be in the Church Room, Puddletown on Tuesdays from 10.30 until 12.00 
noon. 

There will be coffee and conversation from 10.30 and prayers will 
begin at 11.00. 

Do come and join us. 

Prayer Requests 

If anyone has any prayer requests for the Benefice 
Prayer Group, please contact: 

Sue Turner - 01305 849030 or  
Janet Voke - 01258 837550 

St Mary’s Puddletown 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

4th June Bob Todd Pat Sparks 

11th June Puddletown Praise Team 

18th June Dawn Loveless Paul Fleetwood 

25th June Cynthia Metcalfe Judy Bumby & Pat Bishop 

Charitable Giving 2023 

Lent Toilet Twinning 

Mothering Sunday Women’s Refuge 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 
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TOWER NEWS 

 

Puddletown, Dorset 

St Mary the Virgin 

Saturday, 6 May 2023 in 45m (16–1–18 in E) 

Ring For The King General Ringing 

Rounds, Orb & Sceptre, 120 Plain Bob Doubles 

 

Bronwen James  Cath Wells   Clare Maudsley  

Emma Hughes  Fi Irwin   Fiona Thomson 

Ian Bishop   Jacob Hughes  Jane Pridmore 

Nigel Pridmore  Paul Cottingham  Paul Poser 

Robert Newton  Robin Mears  Roger Thomson 

Sharon Mooney  Stephanie Hamilton-Maclaren 

Sue Jackson   William Bishop 

 

Milborne St Andrew, Dorset 

St Andrew 

Saturday, 6 May 2023 in 45m (8–3–18 in A) 

Ring For The King General Ringing 

Rounds, Call Changes, 120 Reverse Canterbury 

 

Ashley F.E. Monck  Bronwen James  Cath Wells   

Fi Irwin   Fiona Thomson  Ian Bishop   

Jane Pridmore  Nigel Pridmore  Paul Cottingham  

Paul Poser   Robert Newton  Robin Mears  

Roger Thomson  Stephanie Hamilton-Maclaren 

Sue Jackson   William Bishop 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=17095
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=17095
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=10067
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Month on the Farm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At last the weather has started to warm up, the grass is now growing away from 
the cattle which means we can  start to shut up some of the paddocks and fields 
so that they can bulk up ready to be cut for silage or hay for next winter’s feed.  
The colder wetter days have caused a few worries for the cattle and sheep on the 
new leys (grass fields). The minerals have not travelled up through the roots 
and plant to the leaf which the livestock eat and we have had some magnesium 
deficiencies showing up.  We have put some hay out for the sheep to pick 
through and the cattle have been on a barley concentrate mix which has cured 
the problem. 

The lambs are growing fast on mother’s milk and grass and we will soon start 
feeding some creep, a mix of barley and a specially milled sheep concentrate nut 
to help them put on some weight and condition.  This is fed in a trough which 
allows the lambs to put their heads into but the holes are too small for the ewes 
except for the really determined ones! 
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The crops are racing on through the growth stages with the winter oilseed rape 
in full flower. The winter barley’s awns are coming through and the early au-
tumn sown wheats are at the flag leaf stage.  The damp weather has made the 
disease pressure greater this year with the moisture helping to spread them 
around so keeping the agronomist on his toes and meaning that the spray appli-
cation rates and sometimes chemicals have to be changed. The spring barley’s 
have all come through well and are due a weed killer and fungicide mix.  All the 
fertilizer has now been applied to the crops except for a couple of fields of later 
drilled wheats which are catching up fast with the others.   

On quiet days we can carry on with the machinery maintenance and repairing 
the miles of fences either here on the home farm or on outlying rented ground. 

 

Wakely Cox 

10th May 2023 
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TOLPUDDLE GARDEN 

SERVICES  

For : Garden Restoration 

Re-Planting and Maintenance  

All Aspects of your Garden 

Undertaken  

 

Tel: 07789 595110 

Email:  

Tolpuddlegardeservices@hotmail.com 
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Coronation in Puddletown 
 
Over the past couple of months, people had been 
busy knitting and crocheting to decorate the trees 
in the churchyard, and bunting had been made to 
hang from the top of the church tower. Last year’s 
Jubilee flower netting was cut up and wrapped 
around the trunks of the trees. 
 
The flower team also put on a display inside the 
church, with the gate also decorated with knitted 
soldiers, an orb and a crown. 
 
We live-streamed the Coronation ceremony in the village hall and this was fol-
lowed by a bring & share indoor street party. 

 
On Sunday afternoon the sun came out and 
we had games in the churchyard whilst 
amazing afternoon teas were made by Matt 
& Andrew of Winfrith Bakery, including a 
special Coronation cake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homemade crowns were on display in the 
church. 
The winners of the Create a Crown competition 
were: 
Dawn, Janet, Callan, Polly, Teddy, Xander and Ella. 
 - Thank you all who entered the completion. 
 
 
The day ended with Hymns & Pimm’s in the church-
yard which proved popular… Maybe we should serve 
Pimm’s at every Sunday service? 
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THE PUDDLETOWN SOCIETY 

 
Forthcoming meetings to be held in the Church Room 

 
Wednesday 14 June – 7.30pm 

 
PUDDLETOWN RECORDED UPDATE 

 
The Society’s Village Archive 

 
Come along and hear what progress has been 

made in cataloguing the collection. 
 

Let us know if you have information about aspects of our village which may 
interest others. 

 
Have you a particular interest and are you able to assist with research? 

 
refreshments available 

 
 

Wednesday 12 July – 7.30pm 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND OPEN FORUM 
 

refreshments available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maggie Crosbie will be ordained priest at Salisbury Cathedral on Saturday 1st 

July  at 4.30pm. All from the Benefice are welcome to attend, and we hope as 

many people will join us as she presides at Holy Communion for the first time at 

11am on Sunday 2nd July at Milborne St Andrew, followed by a bring & share 

lunch. 
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April 2023   

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

78.3 mm 

312.60 mm 

2022 Rainfall for the month 

2022 Cumulative for the year 

19.20 mm 

    196.70 mm 

 

Temperatures 
Max.  19.700 C 

Min.  -1.400 C 

2022 
Max 21.40° C 

Min -3.00º C 

Maximum wind speed       16.80 mph 

 

2022        15.90 mph 

Puddletown Weather - April 2023 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’  Altitude 88.39m 

(somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

Church Mouse Stock 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 
River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 
Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 
Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 
Single cards £1.40 
Flower notelets (pack of 4) £3 
 

Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 
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Ten Minutes With... 

Shirley Parker 

Let us go back in time to the 1960s.  A significant decade in the history of 
Puddletown village because it was during this time that St. Mary’s School in 
Coombe Road was built.  Furthermore, long-time Puddletown resident, and 
the subject gracing our magazine cover this month, Shirley Parker, became 
employed there as Head of the English Department.  No doubt some of you 
reading this were taught English or Religious Education by Miss Parker! 
 
Shirley has recently celebrated her 90th birthday, and her family and friends 
held a party in the Church Room, to which many of our readers were invited. 
 
We at the Parish Magazine, thought it would be interesting to find out more 
about Shirley’s life, and are thrilled that she agreed to talk to us. 
 
Born in Swansea, South Wales, from her early days, Shirley wanted to be-
come a Teacher.  The first step on that path was to attend Bristol University, 
and from there to St. Katherine’s College in Tottenham, London.  After quali-
fying, she gained a teaching post in Walthamstow and remained there for 
four years.  After a move to live in Leicester, in the early 1960s, Shirley ap-
plied for a three-year tour with the British Army Schools in Libya, and suc-
cessfully taught there until the situation with Gaddafi taking power in that 
country, caused her and her fellow colleagues to be suddenly flown back to 
the UK by the RAF.  It was after that adventure that she began to search for 
her next post, and that brought her here to Puddletown in 1965! 
 
Under the care of the first Headmaster, Mr. Birchenough, St. Mary’s School 
was just beginning its life, and Shirley, having been successful in her applica-
tion, was delighted at being able to establish a whole new English department 
and a Library from scratch.  She thoroughly enjoyed her work over the next 
couple of decades as it also included visiting some of the smaller local 
schools.  With reorganisation, in around 1980, St. Mary’s became a Middle 
school and Shirley was transferred to the Girls Upper School in Dorchester. 
 
During her working life in our County, home was firstly digs in Weymouth, 
followed by a flat in Dorchester’s High West Street, before moving to a house 
in Puddletown’s High Street.  Now a fully-fledged member of this communi-
ty, Shirley brought her parents, who were in Gloucestershire, down here to 
join her, and they created a home together in Shirley’s present residence. 
 
Although her long and happy teaching career drew to a close in 1988, any 
thoughts of retirement were cast aside as Shirley joined the Carers Associa-



26 

Parish Magazine - June 2023 



Parish Magazine - June 2023 

 
27 

Puddletown Food Bank 

Please pass on to anyone you know who might be in need. 
 
There is now a food bank in Puddletown church for the use of people living in 
the village. (This would include Athelhampton, Burleston & Troytown). 
 
Please feel free to take what you might need, and also donations welcome from 
all. The food is in some kind of order in the labelled plastic boxes. 
 
They can be found by turning left down the first aisle as you walk through the 
door. 
 
When using the foodbank, please think of other people who may 
need to access it later in the day. 
 
This food bank is supported by Puddletown First School, Puddletown Surgery, 
Puddletown Spar Shop, and St Mary’s church. 

tion and soon became the Chair of the Dorchester branch.  This connection 
lasted for twenty-five years, and she found that her own experiences of caring 
for her parents as they had become older, invaluable to this role, and with her 
knowledge, was able to help others.  She was nominated to join the West Dor-
set Community Health Council inspecting nursing and care homes and repre-
senting carers on both Social Services and NHS committees. 
 
Her interest in and involvement with Ilsington House as a Guide, and a wish 
to preserve local history for the future, prompted Shirley to become a Founder 
member of the Puddletown Society, something with which she remains con-
nected still.  Many people will know that if a visitor to St. Mary’s Church asks 
a question about its origins and its place in Puddletown,  Shirley is one of the 
people to whom we look for the correct answer!  She keeps her connections 
alive there too, as with many other village activities.  
 
The high esteem in which many living in this Benefice area hold Shirley was 
shown by the number of birthday cards and gifts presented to her at her party, 
and she has a message with regard to this - 
 
“I was completely overwhelmed by the generosity of people presenting cards, 
flowers and other beautiful gifts for my 90th birthday, and I apologise for not 
yet being able to thank everyone personally.  Some of the labels became sepa-
rated from the presents!  Please accept these words as my gratitude and 
thanks to you all,” 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE WORKING GROUP   
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CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

CURATE The Revd Maggie Crosbie 07561 053755 

 revmaggiecrosbie@gmail.com  

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Margaret Rickard 01305  849332 

CHURCHWARDENS Cynthia Metcalfe (Puddletown) 01305 848 043  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 07817 557367  
 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Tony Fox (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 651 

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes  01305 849 039 

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS   

Alcoholics Anonymous   

Area Parish Council 
Alan Sheppard 

Email:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk  
07771 98 8574 

puddletown@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Children’s Society Dawn Loveless 01305 849534 

Church Room Jane Stanley 
01305 848494 

07871 169014   

Community Café Katie Weiss puddcommcafe@gmail.com   

COMMUNITY LIBRARY - Run & financed by volunteers. 01305 848 506       

Opening Hours:- 

puddletownlibrary@gmail.com  

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday:  10.00am to 12.00noon 
Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker Emma Parker 

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers Alf Justin 01258 839 080 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way 
Julian Hubbuck   

julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

mailto:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk
mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Friends of Puddletown Church Ursula Pomeroy 01305 264 516 

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Gym 
Dan Weiss  
coachdan26@gmail.com  

07547 713675  

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 

PCC Treasurer David Elliott David Elliott 

Pilates (at First School) Kathy Ashdown Kathy Ashdown 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark  

Pumpkins Toddler Group Amy Waldron ajcinoz06@yahoo.co.uk 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Puddletown Ukulele Group 
Bill Monahan  

bill.monahan@btinternet.com  
01305 848377  

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

First School (Head Teacher) Mr D Hunwick 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School Office 01305 848 293 

Short Mat Bowls   

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 
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Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 

Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

 

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Heather Saunders  

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Physio-Led Pilates Sam Buxton samjbuxton31@gmail.com 

Pilates Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Tolpuddle Events Committee Ian Cray  

Tolpuddle Home Group   

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust    tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com  

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Tyra Nozaic Goosen, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Tolpuddle & Southover Village 

Website 
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. 
Julie Batchelor  & 

Jo Austwick  
tolpuddlevhinfo@gmail.com 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton  
pdwalton@btinternet.com 01305 848 034 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

  

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS    

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk   

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure (Southern Electric)   0800 0727 282 

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PSCO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

   

   

   

   

   

mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Chris Udens (Chair) 07973 167117 

Parish Clerk Amanda Crocker 
dewlish@dorset-
aptc.gov.uk  

Village Hall (Chair) Andrew Barnett 07551 839296 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS     

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Mike Healy 01300 342 134 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers   

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Steve O’Neill 07490 691 121  
Gardening Club Bill Love 01258 837 677  
Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Michelle Cheeseman (Head) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793 319 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair (Chair) 07774 081 551  
 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 07983 013 781  
Pilates (at First School) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Rich Hawker 07983 013 781  

Village Hall 
Linsey O’Neill (Chair)  

chair.msavh@gmail.com 
07798 720 812 

 Susan Poet (Bookings) 07866 313 999 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Angela Johnson 01258 839 060 
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St John’s Church Tolpuddle 

June 2023 

My goodness me- the Church year is racing by, 
particularly for those who have to write their 
articles in advance.  Easter is now behind us with 
Pentecost and now the long period of the Trinity. 
For us in Tolpuddle this has many meanings - the 

flowers will be beautifully arranged by Marion using wild flowers and garden 
flowers, the altar frontals will be green and of course the camping season has 
started.  Do please spread the word about the thrill of camping in comfort in 
St John’s - it is indeed a quirky experience, unrivalled in our area, but one with 
a wonderful sense of peace.  We are so grateful to the team for their hard work 
and exceptional welcome to our visitors. 

A reminder also about the Food Bank.  We are aware that we are generally a 
fairly affluent village BUT we also suspect there are still some families who are 
finding it hard to cope - please do come and help yourself.  We realise that some 
feel it is too wasteful of resources - but be assured we do assess the usage and 
nothing goes to waste. 

This last month has seen the crowning of our new 
king with country-wide celebrations to mark the 
occasion.  Tolpuddle folk kicked off the weekend - 
literally with a BBQ and ceilidh, lead by Murphy’s 
Lore on Friday evening. This was a huge success - 
with lots of knees up and Dosey Does.  Big thanks to 
the TEC team (Tolpuddle Events Committee) - 
masterminded by Ian Cray- and of course the band 
who were so entertaining and inspiring. 

After a very wet Saturday watching the coronation 
spectacle on television, no-one can do ceremonial 
pomp like the British , we were treated to a full day of 

events in the village on a gloriously sunny 
Sunday.  An outdoor service in Orchard 
Meadow was lead by Dorset Youth for Christ 
and marked the coronation with stories 
about the kings of Israel, including a 
dramatisation of the wisdom of Solomon, 
and some new and different hymns.  We are 
very grateful to our vicar, Sarah for allowing 
us to hold this special service - it was a great 
opportunity to appeal to all age groups and 
we were pleased to see children of all ages 
attended it.  This was followed by the Big 
Coronation Lunch and family games and competitions, the latter ably overseen 
by Sarah.        

         Continued on Page 35                        
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We are still very enthusiastic about our Lay lead service on the fourth Sunday 
(next on June 25th) when Go Fourth offers worship with the help of the band 
and the Team.  We are so delighted that Martin is back in action.  Do join us to 
see if it suits you.  Others enjoy the Traditional Communion on the first and 
third Sundays and then on the second Sunday we offer Sunday Reflection at 
5.30pm, a quiet compilation of music, poetry and readings  - so no excuse that 
we are too set in out ways! 

And do remember that the church is open between dawn and dusk every day if 
you just want to sit in a quiet space, away from the hustle and bustle.  We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Adrian for his commitment to being the 
main key bearer and wish him a speedy recovery.  Jane Keenor has kindly 
stepped into the breech temporarily.  We are always looking for more volun-
teers- whether in the churchyard or the church itself- please contact Jayne 
07739 100181- or Hilly 02305 747552. 

What else is happening in the month of June?  The church wardens will attend 
a service to formally licence them in the role and the Archdeacon will spend 
some time in the church confirming that all the church records are up to date.  
The village is a buzz as the pub plans a grand re-opening having been closed for 
several years.  We very much hope that they will be sympathetic to the needs of 
the church. TEC will be planning various events – bearing in mind that the TUC 
Festival is imminent and of course the regular drinks in the village hall and cof-
fee group gatherings.  All these events rely on Volunteers- do please put your 
name forward to keep our community alive. 

Meanwhile enjoy the summer, whether or not the sun shines, and let us be 
grateful that we live in a stable, democratic country and remember those less 
fortunate 

 

Hilly/Jayne 
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150 Club Draw—April Draw 2023 

In aid of the Tolpuddle Village Hall Development 
Fund  
The new 150 club is now underway and the first draw has taken place.   It is 
drawn live on the Tolpuddle Facebook Community page with results published 
here as well. 

2023 1st (£20) 2nd (£15) 3rd (£10) 

April Julian Francis Martin Cooke Jo Trayfoot 

Tolpuddle Events Committee (TEC) 

Just one event dominated our team in April, and this was planning for the Cor-
onation celebrations in Orchard Meadow.  We eyed the weather forecast with 
concern in the week leading up to the big weekend, but we needn’t have wor-
ried as the rain stayed away.  On the Friday night was our barn dance and BBQ 
- Murphy's Lore played brilliantly and we danced our socks off!  Then on the 
Sunday the sun shone on our family day, with picnic lunches under the apple 
blossom, followed by a riotous game of Taskmaster presided over by our Vicar 
Sarah Hillman and Dorchester Town Crier Alistair Chisholm.  What a great 
double-act!  After that, for the energetic, there were hugely enjoyable races for 
both children and adults.  The window dressing competition was won by The 
Old Post Cottage.  Then there was a village photo shoot, followed by admiring 
and eating the fabulous cakes created by Elaine and Liz.  Coronation wildflower 
seed packets were given to all the children and ice creams were distributed.  
Our thanks go to all our hardworking team lead by Ian Cray and Sue Van Baars. 

Mandy 
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Tolpuddle’s Coronation Cakes 

Tolpuddle Village had a very successful Coronation weekend starting with the 
Barn Dance in Orchard Meadow on the Friday night and on the Sunday the vil-
lage was invited to all join together in Orchard Meadow for a picnic and activi-
ties in the afternoon. There was the hilarious Tolpuddle version of the Channel 
4 game show 'Taskmaster', with Alistair (Dorchester Town Crier) and Sarah our 
vicar being joint Taskmasters. This was followed by childrens and adults race 
games. But the centre piece of our table 
display was the superb Coronation cake 
beautifully made and decorated by Elaine 
Ogden and complimented with fancy cup 
cakes made by Liz Gulliver, both residents 
of the village. Everyone left with a cup 
cake at the end of the event, children with 
packs of wild flower seeds as a memento of 
the occasion and their medals from the 
races, and everyone went off home with a 
free ice cream. 

Special thanks to Elaine and Liz for the 
wonderful coronation cake and all the 
beautifully decorated cup cakes.  

Elaine Ogden & Liz Gulliver 
with the fabulous cakes 
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Do you run holiday 
accommodation or a 

local business? 
 
The new Tolpuddle and Southover 
Village website  
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk has a 
Local Accommodation page and we 
would love to hear from you if you 
would like to add your holiday 
accommodation.   
 
We also have a Local Business page 
and again, please do get in touch if you 
would like to advertise your business. 
 
We look forward to hearing from 
you.  Please email:  
 tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

http://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
mailto:tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com
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Can you help?  Martyrs Festival:  

Sunday at Tolpuddle Village Hall 

 

The annual Martyrs Festival will take place in Tolpuddle over the weekend of 
14th—16th July.  As usual, the village will be fully engaged in producing daily 
breakfasts at the Martyrs’ Field, organising carparking on the Sunday and 
providing refreshments at Tolpuddle village hall throughout Sunday.  All of 
these activities contribute significant funding for St John’s Church and the vil-
lage hall and help to support local events throughout the year. 

This year Sunday refreshments at the village hall will include ‘a ploughmans in a 
box’ lunches, with a choice of ham, cheese or variety of quiche plus salad etc.  
The usual array of cakes, teas, coffees and soft drinks will also be available 
throughout the day.  The village has a reputation for providing good value, 
home-cooked food at the hall on Martyrs Sunday and, as far as feasible, all the 
food will be sourced or produced locally. 

We need help with providing some of the food and with setting up, serving and 
clearing up in the hall on the day.   We need: 

Cakes of all shapes, sizes and flavours* 

Homemade quiches* 

Helpers in the hall from 8.00am – 5.30pm.  We plan to open from 9.30am-
4.30pm and would be looking for volunteers to do 2-hour periods (or more) at a 
time in the hall.  A rota for the day will be available nearer the time.  

*we can offer help with the cost of the ingredients, if needed. 

If you would be willing to help with any – or all – these, please email or text 
Margaret Walton (maclark2@btinternet.com or 07740622415) to let her know 
what you would be prepared to do.  If you are happy to help on the day, please 
let her know if you have any time constraints. 

We look forward to hearing from you and are grateful to those who have already 
offered help. 

 

The Martyrs Team 

mailto:maclark2@btinternet.com
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Milborne St Andrew Church News 

The marvellous spectacle of the Coronation of their 
Majesties, King Charles III and Queen Camilla, is 
still fresh in my mind as I write. The Pomp and 
Circumstance, timeless Liturgy, glorious music, and 
a Balcony heralded a new Carolean Age. In 
Milborne, we held a Service on Sunday, 7th May, to 
celebrate the coronation, led by the churchwarden, 
who also played the organ (give him a monkey, and 
he’d be a one-man band). Our thanks to all who 

contributed to the Service in any way. Paper “Crowns” were handed out to each 
person present, on which to write a prayer or wish for the King. These have been 
forwarded to Buckingham Palace along with the prayers and good wishes of the 
congregation at St Andrew’s Church. 
 
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (the artist formerly known as the AGM), 
was held in Dewlish Village Hall on Sunday, 23rd April, following a Joint 
celebration of the Parish Eucharist in Church. Tony Fox and Pam Shults were re-
elected as Churchwardens for the ensuing year (congratulations/commiserations 
– delete as applicable). It was a time to hear about the life and work of the 
church during the past twelve months and to receive reports, financial and 
otherwise.  It was also an opportunity to thank ALL who contribute in any way 
to the life of St Andrew’s. The prayers of those unable to be with us are as 
invaluable as the contributions and activities undertaken by the more able-
bodied. And “Thank you” to those who continue to contribute financially. 
 
The 30th of April, being a fifth Sunday in the month, there was a Parish Eucharist 
for the Benefice at St Mary’s, Puddletown, when the Celebrant and Preacher was 
the Reverend Karen Hutchinson, one-time Archdeacon of Norwich, but now in 
this Diocese. She spoke of the Vocation and Calling of every member of the 
Christian Family. 
 
We look forward to Maggie’s Ordination to the Priesthood at the beginning of 
July and her first Celebration of the Eucharist in Milborne Church on July 2nd. 
Our love and prayers go with her as she takes this very special step on her 
Christian Pilgrimage. 
 
With the sudden flourish of green leaves, flowers, and shrubs (not to mention 
the rapidly growing grass on the lawn), I am reminded of these words by John 
Newton (author of “Amazing Grace”.) 
 “On Thy garden deign to smile, 
Raise the plants, enrich the soil; 
Soon Thy presence will restore 
Life to what seemed dead before.” 
 

Tony Fox, Churchwarden 
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We may have had a short month this period with a couple of bank holidays but 
there seems to have been lots going on. 
 
Of course, we couldn’t let the Coronation go without cover-
ing the event. Whether a Royalist or not it is a moment in 
history that is relevant to all. With small children it is much 
easier to reflect after an event rather than discuss in depth 
before. So, in the run up we read The Kings Coronation by 
Marion Billet, a lovely push, pull and slide book with relata-
ble pictures ending with King Charles reading a story to his 
grandchildren.  A new story book The King’s pants (by same 
author of The Queen’s knickers) was found hilarious by the 
children and very modern too with a H.R.H. Royal Pants 
app. The older children made a booklet about themselves ‘when King Charles 
was crowned I …..’ All children received a Coronation medal. And on Friday we 
had an indoor ‘street party’ enjoying the decorated buns we had made. 

 
There has been plenty to keep the children entertained with 
the Village Hall’s new pétanque pitch being built. Lots of ex-
citement with a digger right next to our outside play area 
then truck loads of stones being off loaded. 
 
Lots of play outside as the weather has been good. Our small 
digging area is as popular as ever as is the mud kitchen. We 
have planted the surviving runner beans and 
fingers crossed they will flourish and produce 
some beans for tasting. Inside along with the 

usual activities we have included some science experiments. The 
photo shows a container of yellow water, an empty container 
and a container of blue water with absorbent paper connecting 
them. The children were asked to suggest what was going to 
happen in the empty container, then they watched to see. Most 
said blue – just one going for red (well it is his favourite colour!) 
 
Ladybirds has become very busy with 6 new children joining us. If you are look-
ing for a space in September, please contact us as we are planning for next 
school year already. 
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Milborne St Andrew Gardening Club 
 

A very big “thank you” to all those who came to support us at our Annual Plant 
Sale in May. Residents arrived in great numbers to buy plants of all sorts, gar-
dening tools and accessories. Cakes and refreshments were also available and 
all-told the event was a great success. 

Later in May, garden club members benefited from a shopping trip to Pound-
bury Garden Centre where we were offered a 25% discount an all items for 
sale. 

In June we look forward to a visit to Bennett’s Water Garden and on Thursday 
15th June a talk on companion planting at the village hall. So, if you’d like to 
learn how to choose plants that go well together, do please come along. All are 
welcome, it starts at 7:30pm, only costs £2 and includes light refreshments. 

 
Mark Johnson 



48 

Parish Magazine - June 2023 



Parish Magazine - June 2023 

 
49 

Milborne St Andrew First School 
    
Understanding the World: Making Sense of my Ecologically 

Diverse World Enquiry  

 

As part of our science learning we have been 

investigating different natural environments, today we 

headed to our partner Whiteways farm to continue this jour-

ney: We met and fed baby lambs; Saw the cows being 

milked; Played cow bingo; Thought about animals and their 

babies by Observing the sheep and lambs together and 

Feeding the calves. 

 

This linked perfectly with the coro-

nation work we have started as King Charles III loves 

his farm, he is very passionate about organic farming 

which the children think is “home grown”. He loves 

wildflower meadows, bees and butterflies so later to-

day we will be planting some wildflowers by using seed 

bombs.  

Thank you Mrs Pavey for welcoming us and stimulating our learning. 

 
The Year 4 children had the most amazing few days at 
Hooke Court! The very wet weather did not stop them hav-
ing lots of fun while den building, making their own tribes 
and even rocket launching! They even managed to have an 
‘indoor’ campfire! These hands-on activities were enjoyed 
by all and the children have made memories to last a life-
time. 
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Thank you from Dorchester Poverty Action 

Dorchester Poverty Action (DPA) has been incredibly busy over the last year.  

The number of grants given out to those living in the DT1 and DT2 postcode 

areas has increased by 47% on the previous financial year.  None of this would 

have been possible without the amazing support from local individuals, church-

es, business, trusts and community groups.  Between April 2022 and March 

2023 £63,000 was donated to the charity and £63,000 was distributed in a va-

riety of ways across DT1 and DT2 to those experiencing financial problems.   

Only 1% was spent on admin costs, which mainly was printing and insurance, as 

everyone at DPA is a volunteer.  From the £63,000 donated, £16,500 was given 

out in Co-op vouchers by 11 referring agencies e.g. Social workers, health visi-

tors, mental health teams, Care leavers support workers.  Working closely with 

Citizens Advice, who are a key referring agency, other small grants were given 

out through them to individuals at crisis points.   £3,000 was spent on school 

shoes and school uniform.  School shoes are a major expense for a family espe-

cially at the beginning of the autumn term as children’s feet grow so quickly.  

This year 208 grants were given to families and individuals compared to 141 last 

year.  These included several washing machines, nursery equipment, furniture 

for a family escaping an abusive situation and a young care leaver, car repairs to 

get to work, flooring for a family with a toddler, a cooker, a double bed and mat-

tress.  Each of these items can place a huge strain on a household when the 

money coming in just does not meet the outgoings, however hard Citizens Ad-

vice try to help them make ends meet.  

Thank you so much to all our donors. 

DPA’s next fundraising event is a coffee morning on Sat 1st July at the United 
Church Dorchester, South Street and then in September watch out for our 
Cream tea in a beautiful Puddletown garden.          
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Dewlish Church Notes 

AT OUR AGM, held jointly with Milborne, Jim and Sue were 
once again elected as churchwardens. Those who contribute 
to church life so much - by way of flowers in church, 
cleaning, playing the organ, officiating, keeping the 
churchyard tidy, and generally helping out – were thanked. 

We could not continue without them! 

Tina and Melvyn have held yet another successful Jumble Sale, this time raising 
£121. The amounts raised by them have more or less covered the cost of the 
church’s roof repairs. We are really grateful – a tremendous effort and a lot of 
work! Thank you so much! 

We are also very grateful to the family of the late Pete Gray: donations for the 
church, in Pete’s memory, totalled £583.20, a truly wonderful amount, in 
memory of a truly wonderful man! 

Have you noticed the beautiful display of wild flowers in the churchyard? At the 
time of writing, we are enjoying primroses, violets and cowslips, all growing 
naturally and looking simply amazing. 

Speaking of flowers, Christine and Ross are once again opening their lovely 
garden at Yardes Cottage on 29th June and 1st July, 1.00pm – 5.00pm. This is 
in connection with the National Gardens Scheme. We are supplying cream 
teas and cake, and selling jams, honey, etc., with all proceeds from that coming 
to our church – so welcome when our insurance comes due in late summer. 
 

Daphne  Burg 
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Services in the Benefice  

4th June- Trinity Sunday 

Psalm 8; Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-31; Matthew 28.16-20 

9.30am Parish Communion  Tolpuddle 

9.30am Celebrate Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion  Puddletown 

11.00am 1662 Morning Prayer Dewlish 

11th June - St Barnabas 

Psalm 112; Acts 11.19-30; John 15.12-17 

9.30am Parish Communion Milborne 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections Tolpuddle 

18th June - Trinity 2 

Psalm 116.1, 10-17; Genesis 18.1-15, 21.1-7; Matthew 9.35-10.8 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Worship in Stillness Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

Saturday 24th June - Wedding 

2.00pm Marriage of Rupert Cox + Anna MacPherson  Puddletown 

25th June - Trinity 3 

Psalm 86.1-10, 16-17; Genesis 21.8-21; Matthew 10.24-39 

9.30am Parish Communion  Milborne 

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

11.00am BCP Matins (traditional language)   Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m.) 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman (sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the 

link (Please note that the calendar of services may be subject to change) 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com
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