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Milborne Players 

PAUSE AFTER PANTOMIME 

We were delighted by the enthusiastic audiences 

we had at the Pantomime. Thank you so much for 

your support.      The Players are emerging after a 

pause to clear up after the Pantomime. We are reorganising 

our storage and most importantly choosing our 

summer production.We plan to go ahead if possible. Put the dates in 

your diary 

26th and 27th June, 2020. 

Title to be announced. 

Much more importantly 

COME AND JOIN US 

With a few more members we could be much more flexible 

in what we present. We need actors but also back stage workers 

and front of house helpers. 

Meet us on Mondays in the Milborne Village Hall at 8 o'clock. 

Do come and meet us to help you decide what role might suit you. 

Our AGM is planned for 20th April, 2020, in the Hall. 

Auditions for the summer play will be coming soon. 

Jo Coetzee is our Chairperson, she loves to chat 01305 853162. 
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This month’s cover photo:  Easter flowers at St Mary’s Puddletown—2019. 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Produced by Weatherbury Media Services, 01305 848 427. 
Printed by LA Digital Print 01202 980103 
Copy deadline for the May 2020 magazine is Sunday 5th April 2020. 

Annual Advertising Rates to end June 2020 (Sizes are cm) 

Eighth Page -   (6.00 x 4.40)        - £48.00 
Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - 

£130.00 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) 

                           (12.26 x 4.20)(L)  
Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - 

£180.00 £71.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
 editor@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Advertising Manager Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddle@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
01258 837 316 

dewlish@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Milborne Editor John Wright 
01258 839 090 

         milborne@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes 
01305 849 039 

puddletown@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Tolpuddle Editor Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddle@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Distribution C0-0rdinators Jan O’Mara 

Clare Campbell 

01305 848 551 

01305 849 295 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848464 
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April’s Wordsearch 

Even as Jesus ate that last Passover meal with His disciples, He warned them He 
was about to be betrayed. He took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to 
them; He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink. The Old Cove-
nant, based on Law, was ticking away its final hours; the New Covenant, based 
on Christ’s body and His blood, was about to be ushered in. Jesus prayed in 
Gethesame that this fearful cup might be removed from Him, but even more, 
that God’s will might be done. And it was. From Easter onwards we can only ap-
proach God through His Son, Jesus Christ, not on our own merit. 

26 words to find……. 
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THE VICAR’S LETTER 

Easter Joy 

Last month, I received a lovely surprise. I went to my 
favourite café in Dorchester to discover that the owner 
had left two bunches of tulips on my table as a random 
act of kindness. That gift brought me much joy, and I’m 
now planning my own ways of bringing some light into 
the lives of the people around me. It doesn’t have to be 
expensive to do this – it’s the thoughtfulness behind the 
gesture that says the most. 

Easter is one way of God showing joy and brightness to 
the world. The resurrection shows the power of life over death and light over 
darkness. God’s goodness will always be stronger than the negative forces in our 
world and beyond. 

It is all too easy to get bogged down with the things that make our lives hard and 
focus on them; somehow at difficult times they seem to push out the more 
positive things, even to the point where we can forget that all lives have good 
things in them too – we just have to open our eyes to them.  

Jesus faced the darkness of betrayal, abandonment and crucifixion. For his 
disciples at the time, it must have felt on Good Friday and the days beforehand 
as if all their hopes had died along with their friend and teacher. 

But three days later, everything changed. God’s gift of life could not be overcome 
by death, and the resurrection completely turned things around for those early 
followers. Hope was restored, a future emerged, joy abounded and lives 
changed. 

But this was not just for the first disciples. More than two thousand years later, 
people still experience the power of the resurrection, the light in the darkness, 
the life that is stronger than death. 

True love and true light only have meaning if there is the possibility for the 
opposite. Love is not love, if it is merely an automatic response over which we 
have no say. My gift of flowers meant something because it was a thoughtful act 
not a robotic gesture. 

Many people question why God allows suffering and doesn’t stop every famine, 
flood, murder and dark act. But they forget that one of the greatest gifts we have 
been given is the choice as to how we live our lives: choosing love or hate, light 
or darkness, greed or generosity. Human beings have a lot to answer for: one 
group of people starve while another throws food away; we concrete over the 
earth so that water has nowhere to go; people choose violence rather than peace. 

In the midst of the evil of the world, the resurrection reminds us that ultimately 
what will remain is love and joy and peace. These things will never be overcome 
by the darkness.    Happy Easter 

Best wishes 

Sarah 
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Dewlish Church Notes 

We have one more Lent Lunch in April, and that is on 
Thursday 2nd April at 12.30pm at Elm View, the home of 
Daphne and Jim. We would dearly love to see you! 

On Saturday 4th April we are holding our Spring Sale 
(10.30am – 12noon) at the Village Hall. This will be held 
alongside the normal Community Coffee Morning, and our 
stalls will include new items, cakes and produce, toys and 

books, Easter goodies, and a raffle. Of course delicious breakfasts and cakes will 
also be available as usual. We would be most grateful for donations of cakes etc. 
and gifts for the raffle. 

We hope, once again, to hold the Agape Supper on Maundy Thursday (9th April) 
at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. This consists of a light meal, the reading of the 
Passion Gospel, and a shortened Communion Service. The meal costs £5 per 
person and any profit from the evening will be sent to WaterAid. Will you kindly 
let us know (Tel: 01258 837 466) if you would like to join us, preferably by 5th 
April please. 

Lent Evening Prayer continues in the church on 2nd April at 6.30pm. 

The Good Friday Service is at 6.00pm, and will consist of hymns, prayers and 
reflections.We look forward to seeing you on Easter Sunday at 11.00am for 
Easter Holy Communion. Our church always looks wonderful for  
Easter thanks to the beauty of the Easter flowers and our very talented flower 
arrangers. 

Daphne Burg 

Due to the current situation with Covid-19 all 

church services are suspended and events 

may be postponed/cancelled. 

 

Ferrets are much healthier living outside, they need nat-
ural light to maintain normal life cycles.  

So off Scratchy went to meet his new family, but it was-
n’t all plain sailing. Despite very careful introductions 
his new friends weren’t all that keen, and Scratchy him-
self wasn’t over happy with the living arrangements and 
appeared much happier with human company than that 
of his fellow ferrets. Scratchy is now the sole ferret in-
cumbent in the house alongside an assortment of dogs, 
cats and birds who all amazingly live in harmony (but 
not all loose at the same time!) and his best friend is a 
rather large but very goofy young Rottweiler. The only 
problem for Scratchy now is staying dry when his best 
friend decides to smother him in kisses!  
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A Happy Ending for a Ferret      

Scratchy the ferret first made his appearance in a local 
park where he had been seen a few times, the most recent 
being when a group of teenage boys were apparently using 
him as a football! A very brave, young girl rushed to his 
rescue and told the lads exactly what she thought of them 
which gave Scratchy time to scuttle for cover. Despite 
searching for him for several hours the girl was unable to locate him. He 
understandably then wasn’t seen for a week or two and when he did reappear, he 
was caught and brought into the surgery. It was obvious that he was suffering 
form dehydration and appeared completely floppy on his hind legs. He had no 

strength at all and was uncoordinated and shaking. On 
closer examination it was obvious that one of his hind 
legs had been broken and was healing halfway down his 
femur at right angles to the rest of the leg. Whether this 
was due to the boys kicking him or a previous injury was 
unclear as there had been a fair amount of new bone 
formed already, due to the amount of bone this was most 
likely a previous injury, but that doesn’t excuse the boys 
treatment of him at all. 

Scratchy was given intravenous fluid therapy and kept in 
a warm environment until he recovered and was eating 
well.  He also had a much-
needed bath which he 
thoroughly enjoyed. The next 

question was what to do about his leg? Obviously one 
option was to rebreak and reset it, but actually he was 
able to get around very well albeit with a slightly weird 
action which looked as if he was trying to imitate a frog 
swimming. It didn’t seem to slow him down so it was 
decided to leave well alone.  

The next problem was what to do with Scratchy now? It 
was obvious he had been well reared as he was as good 

as gold to handle, and 
never resented anything 
being done to him. 
Really, it was amazing that no one had come 
forward to claim him as he was so friendly and 
loved his cuddles and was very affectionate. 
Much as everyone would have loved him to 
remain as a surgery pet that couldn’t be, it wasn’t 
fair on Scratchy and if we did that to every stray 
animal that was brought to us we’d very soon 
need a zoo to keep them all in. Luckily one of our 
nurses has rather a soft spot for ferrets and has a 
group of her own, living in luxury in a large 
aviary in the garden.  
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Tower News 

Dorset County Association, Milborne 
St Andrew, Dorset 

 

 

Sunday, 23 February 2020 in 44m (8–3–18 in A) 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

 

1    Jane Pridmore 

2    Nigel Pridmore 

3    Robin J Mears 

4    Robert Newton 

5    R Nicholas Lawrence (C) 

6    Emma Hughes 

 

Rung in Memory of John Anthony (Tony) Coldwell 1932--2020.  

Today would have been his 88th Birthday. 

 

 

Church Bell Fund Jumble Sale 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated towards the sale, made cake, and 
to my family and friends who rallied on the day to make the sale such a 
success. 

As of writing this message, the total so far is almost £600.  All bric a brac, 
after sorting, was donated to Julia House.  

A huge thank you from me. 

 

Hazel Barrett 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?DoveID=MILBORNE%20S
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?DoveID=MILBORNE%20S


8 

Parish Magazine - April 2020 Parish Magazine - April 2020 

 
53 

When a young person has finished their training they are given a tool kit so they 
can set up their own business.   

These young people are supported to make sure their ideas are sustainable and 
help is available to maintain the equipment given.  However the youngsters own 
stories are the most powerful message.  This is Morris’ story.   

Kira Farm, Uganda trains young people who have lost parents, been forced to 
fight as child soldiers, or who are simply ultra-poor. The one year training cours-
es include tailoring, carpentry, bicycle repairs, construction and farming.   When 
the trainees complete their courses they have all the skills, energy and enthusi-
asm they need to transform their lives, but they have no means of buying the 
tools or equipment to do so.  This is where TWAM fits in, supplying the builders 
kit given to Morris on course completion.  

When Morris left Kira Farm he knew he had to show his community that he was 
well trained and could be trusted to build their homes.  He decided to show them 
rather than tell them, when he remembered an old lady in his village, who lived 
in a dilapidated mud hut.  Her son had planned to build her a proper house and 
had bought some bricks and tin, but died before completing the job.   Morris de-
cided to build the lady a house for free, in order to help her out, but also to show 
the village that he was no longer the ‘old Morris’, who lived on the edge of crime. 
He did a great job on the house and it proved to be the turning point of his life.  

The whole village was delighted that Morris had built a house for the old lady 
and were so impressed by his work that he has been inundated with contracts 
ever since. Overwhelmed with work, he called up a fellow trainee from his time 
at Kira to come and give him a hand. Morris has also trained two boys in the vil-
lage in the ‘Farming God’s Way’ (conservation farming) technique he learnt at 
Kira and he pays them to work in his one acre maize garden, so he can continue 
with his building contracts.  Morris has also been able to get his brother James 
back into school, as he can now afford to pay the school fees.   

Morris is a fine example of what can be achieved when skills and tools replace 
despair with hope. Not only has Morris had his life transformed, but so have his 
family and an old lady who never dreamed she would have a new home. 

TWAM believes that God's heart reaches out to the poor and that He calls us to 
follow His example.  “You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the 
needy in their distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat.” 

Isaiah 25:4 (NIV).  Our motivation is to be a refuge for the poor, a safe place to 
find support, hope and dignity through the provision of tools and equipment. 

For more information look at the TWAM website – www.twam.uk or to donate 
tools contact John and Wendy Hilton jandwehilton@waitrose.com or ring 01305 
267098. 

mailto:jandwehilton@waitrose.com
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Lent 2020 

During Lent there will be the following opportunities offered: 

Mondays from 2nd March 12 noon Royal Oak, Milborne St Andrew 

Come and discuss the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book Saying Yes to Life 
(SPCK, £9.99) over a pint, coffee or lunch – you chose what you order. 
Recommended by the Bishop of Salisbury for parishes to study during Lent this 
year, the book looks at environmental, social and ethical issues and their 
connection to our faith. How can we make a difference for good in our world? 

Tuesdays from 3rd March 7.30 p.m. Puddletown Church Room 

The Greatest Showman film was panned by the critics but loved by millions. 
Rachel Mann has written a Lent Course (From Now On Darton, Longman & 
Todd, £6.99) to help us reflect on how we can face and overcome doubt, 
prejudice and temptation; live more authentic lives and celebrate God’s world 
and each other. We’ll watch the whole film the first week, and then use excerpts 
to aid our discussions after that. 

Thursdays from 5th March 12.30 p.m. Dewlish – various locations 

Lent lunches – delicious soup, bread and cheese in return for a donation to 
charity 

Thursdays 6 p.m. Milborne St Andrew church 

Compline: a quiet, reflective short service for the evening 

Thursdays 6.30 p.m. Dewlish church 

Evening prayer: a said service with a thought for reflection 

Throughout Lent times and place to suit 

Come and have a one-to-one chat with Sarah about your spiritual life: where it’s 
at now and how you might go deeper in your relationship with God.  

Contact Sarah (01305 848784; sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com) for more 
information about any of the above or to book a one-to-one appointment.  

Due to the current situation with Covid-19 

all church services are suspended and 

events postponed/cancelled. 

1st March Roman Albert Roff Puddletown 

BENEFICE REGISTERS 

Baptism 

about:blank
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Tools with a Mission (TWAM) 

A Christian charity sending tools across the 

world 

TWAM’s mission is to collect unwanted tools, refurbish them, sort them into 
trade kits and send them across the world for livelihood creation.  We want to 
support local people supporting their own communities and we believe there is 
dignity through work and the ability to provide for yourself and your family.  We 
believe entire communities can be transformed through training and the provi-
sion of tool kits and equipment.  Last year we sent twenty 20 foot containers, 
around 300 tonnes of donated tools to DR Congo, Tanzania, Uganda and Zam-
bia.   

How it all began 

In 1978 Jack Norwood, of Belle Vue Baptist Church, Southend, was asked by the 
Baptist Men’s Society to head up a project making incubators.  Jack went out to 
Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo) for a year (1979-1980) to develop 
this.  A Waterlooville teacher, John Bennett, became interested and soon in-
volved pupils from his school collecting all kinds of tools, which they refur-
bished.  They organised a “sponsored event” to get the shipping money and these 
were sent to David Stuckley, a missionary working in Zaire.  The Baptist Men’s 
Movement adopted this idea and Tools with a Mission was launched in 1984.  

Initially starting in a double garage and shed TWAM had to keep moving as de-
mand grew.  In 1999 it registered as a charity establishing itself as interdenomi-
national, gaining support from all the major denominations, as well as many 
secular organisations.  TWAM is now located in its own warehouse in Ipswich 
with 7700 square feet of floor space.  Here much of the refurbishment is carried 
out, although there are smaller centres across the UK.   

The charity today and how you can help  

With just four paid staff TWAM relies on a team of over 400 volunteers across 
the country.  John and Wendy Hilton, volunteers in Dorchester have been col-
lecting tools from around the county for 10 years and have visited over 20 pro-
jects in Uganda. They commented “Tools can be old, as long as they don’t have 
woodworm.  This includes tools for carpentry, plumbing, building, ground clear-
ance, gardening (but not grass related tools), electrical work, car mechanics, 
computers, and knitting including knitting machines and wool and sewing ma-
chines.  With a sewing machine a box of related items is sent including material, 
threads, buttons, zips, hooks, needles, pins etc.  Electrical tools and sewing ma-
chines are sent, as some areas have power for all or part of the day.  It is a win-
win by donating tools.  They do not end up in landfill in the UK and they have a 
second life in Africa.” 

Tools are collected once every 10 weeks and taken to Ipswich, where they are 
refurbished and then packed into skill sets.  Shipping containers are filled with 
skill set boxes and sent to training centres in the countries we support.  

Continued on Page 53 
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Do you have holiday accommodation in 

Tolpuddle? 

 

We are adding an additional page to the village website 
( www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk) as this is a busy holiday area with little 
accommodation available. 

It is hoped that this will bring more business to the local area and enable more 
holidaymakers to enjoy our beautiful countryside. 

Please email Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com if you have any comments or 
suggestions. 

 

 

Julia Johnstone 
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 St. Mary’s Church  

Events—April  
We are now well into 2020 and our regular 
events continue each month.  If there is 
anyone who would like to be involved in our 
friendly team providing teas/coffees and cake  
on a Thursday morning please do get in 
touch.  It is not hard work, but is very 
sociable and we usually have fun.  Phone 
Judy 01305 849146 if you would like to join 
us. 

Messy Church This will take place in 
Dewlish on Sunday 5th April There will be 
activities, crafts, songs, games, a bible story 

and prayers followed by tea.  An adult must accompany children.   

Pop-in Coffee Mornings  These take place every Thursday from  10 
am to 12 noon, everyone is welcome. Rosemary will bring her card stall on 9th 
April 

Mid-day communion This will be at 12 noon in the  Church room on 
Thursday 16th April 

The Monthly Village Lunch for April has been cancelled due to the 
current Covid-19 isolation advice.   

Easter Lilies  At Easter the church is decorated with 
lilies.  If you would like to make a donation in memory of loved 
ones please contact Heather Mears.  There will be a list of 
names displayed by the altar arrangement. 

Quangle Wangle Choir This has been booked for  
Saturday 24th October.  Please make a note in your diaries.  

Due to the current situation with 

Covid-19 all church services are 

suspended and events may be postponed/

cancelled. 

Do you need five minutes peace from the busyness of your 
day? 

Our village churches in Puddletown, Dewlish, Milborne St. Andrew and 
Tolpuddle are open daily for solace and reflection. 

‘Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you’. Psalm 55.22  

http://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
mailto:Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com
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Milborne St Andrew 

Gardening Club 

In February we enjoyed a wide ranging talk on 
garden trees, but the March and April meetings have 
had to be cancelled, and there are concerns about 
our plant sale in May due to Coronavirus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a happier note about twenty of us enjoyed a successful lunch at the White 
Horse in  Stourpaine 

Mark Johnson  
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Puddletown Society  

February Talk 

 

 

A full house enjoyed  photos and a knowledgeable talk on the chairman’s trip to 
one small part of Australia, The Great Ocean Road the worlds largest National 
War Memorial.  

Starting in Torquay he told us of the history of the road being built by Ex Service 
Men returning from the 1st World War. We travelled along the road taking in the 
scenery on both sides of the road. It looked beautiful, waterfalls and woodland 
up towering cliffs to the plunging  cliffs on the other ending into the foaming sea 
crashing against the rocky cliff remains of the Twelve Apostles. 

We were also told about the collapse of London Bridge which was a joint rock 
bridge formation jutting out from the land until 1990 when the interior part of 
the bridge collapsed leaving 25 people stranded on the remaining part of the 
formation and had to be helicoptered off.  A couple of Australian visitors to the 
talk were able to tell us how two young girls that they knew had been on the 
collapsed part of the bridge two weeks earlier jumping up and down singing 
London Bridge is Falling Down, was that a premonition! 

The talk ended as usual with coffee. 

Sally Ridout (sec)  
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Different Jobs starting with builders 

This half term we are looking at different 
jobs that adults do. When talking to the 
children it became obvious that very few of 
the children had any idea what their parents 
do except “go to work”. So starting with 
builders the children have loved 
constructing our Wendy house and then 
fixing the roof or painting the inside. The 
role play has included our play tools tools, 
safety goggles and aprons (Ex B&Q craft 
club). Then I remembered a house making 
activity from years ago when a nice man 
called John helped the children make their 
own little houses from wood. Who can recognise the children in the old photo? 
We didn’t identify a nice person to help us with wooden houses this time but we 
did make little houses out of card – with opening doors, as requested. 

By the time you read this we will have had a 
visit from a fire fighter, an ambulance man 
and possibly a policeman and a musician. If 
any one else can spare half and hour or so 
and does a different job and is happy to 
come in to preschool please let one of us 
know – this all helps the little ones 
understand the world around them. 

Other things we’ve covered this month apart 
from playing in the rain! is St David’s day – 
painting and making daffodils and cooking 

welsh cakes. Dressing up for World Book day and reading lots of stories. And 
most exciting of all was playing with a broken table! Our purple folding table’s 
leg snapped and after the children tried to mend it we turned it over making a 
great slope for cars to go down. 
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Puddletown Area Parish Council 

The PAPC represents the communities across the four parishes of 
Athelhampton, Burleston, Puddletown and Tolpuddle. We operate as a group 
of democratically elected representatives having the mandate to speak on 
behalf of the people in our communities. We work to do this with authority 
and integrity. 

We know that people in our communities are keen to keep lines of 
communication open with us. Although we already have a website and a 
Facebook page, we realise that not everyone is online so prefer reading news 
via channels like this parish magazine. That is why, from now, we will be 
writing a piece for every edition of the newsletter. It will bring you current 
information and news which we hope you will find useful and of interest. Our 
first topic is regarding monies available for further enhancing village life and 
how you can have a part to play in how that is used. 

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  

What is the CIL?  

It came into force in April 2010. It allows local authorities in England and 
Wales to raise funds from developers undertaking new building projects in 
their area. The money can be used to fund a wide range of initiatives that are 
needed as a result of development. This includes new or safer road schemes, 
flood defences, schools, hospitals and other health and social care facilities, 
park improvements, green spaces and leisure centres. Additional funds for 
community projects could be made available from Parish funds. 

How much is available in the CIL? 

It is currently estimated that the CIL income to the PAPC will be £68,000 up 
to the end of 2023. This will increase if additional new housing development 
occurs. 

Is there a time limit on when the money needs to be utilised? 

CIL monies must be spent within 5 years of the Parish Council receiving the 
funds. 

How will the PAPC ensure the CIL monies are well invested for the good of the 
communities? 

There have already been two resident’s meetings (January and November 
2019), These meetings resulted in consultation with residents and production 
of a list of priorities. CIL investment decisions will also take into account 
findings from the Puddletown Neighbourhood Plan. 

What are the next steps?  

We will be holding a third residents meeting in June this year. The aim of this 
is to communicate to everyone what the identified priorities are and what we 
have already implemented from these.  Ensure we are aware of any newly 
emerging priorities for consideration and finally, to address the need to 
progress forward to implementation key initiatives/projects/workstreams by 
appropriate stakeholders.  

Continued on Page 17 
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A Month on the Farm 

 

At both ends of the day it is now lighter and there is a  wonderful feeling of 
spring coming fast which is heightened by at last a few days of actual sunshine 
and dryness. Lambing of the first flock has now been completed and ewes and 
lambs are out in the fields, the ewes are still been given some food in nut form 
and shortly the lambs will be creep fed on our own ration. 

The cattle have all nearly made their way through the winter fields of turnips, 
while those still inside are fed on silage, hay,  straw and a home made ration 
made from home grown barley, rape meal (what’s left after the oil has been 
crushed out), limestone flour and minerals. Due to the very wet winter we have 
used a vast amount of straw for bedding those cows inside barns, which will 
mean lots of days of hauling it out to be heaped in a corner of a field ready for 
spreading in the autumn.  

We have finished drilling the winter wheat, which has been slow to germinate in 
the very water logged soils.  As soon as the ground conditions are suitable we 
will be applying the first dose of liquid feed which is a mixture of nitrogen and 
sulphur to the crops so getting them to tiller out and grow strongly. 

Other cattle should be out on the dryer parts of the farm by the middle of April, 
though the meadows in places would most likely still be to too wet by then.  The 
five pigs have enjoyed the wet weather, stirring up the ground and making their 
small fenced  area look like a ploughed field, but muck and the pigs snouts will 
make a wonderful fertile patch in a 28 acre field. 

Wakely Cox 
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 projects/workstreams by appropriate stakeholders. We will send out further 
information nearer the time. 

If you have any questions about this, you can contact the PAPC as follows: Via 
the Clerk, Anna Bendall: 01305 849596 or email puddletown@dorset-
aptc.gov.uk.  www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk  Puddletown Area Parish 
Council Facebook page, @PuddletownAPC  

PAPC meetings take place every second Tuesday of the month at Tolpuddle or 

Puddletown Village Hall at 7pm. The April meeting will be on 14th April at 

Tolpuddle VH. 

BENNETT BULLETIN FROM TORONTO 

I promised to let you know if the Canadian winter was as bad as predicted.  Well, 
this is the last week of February and we still have piles of frozen snow on the 
sides of the road where the snow ploughs have cleared the way.  The sun is 
shining, the sky is blue, but it is cold (below freezing).  Everyone says we have 
had a relatively mild winter (snow, freeze, quick thaw, snow, freeze, quick thaw 
etc. since the middle of November).  Compared with most of the rest of Canada 
we in Toronto have got off very lightly.  In Newfoundland they had so much 
snow that a state of emergency was declared and the army were called in to clear 
it.   So I think we must count our blessings and look forward to Easter and 
spring. 

The news here has also followed the extreme weather events in the U.K.  Severe 
storms and flooding seem to happen more and more.  My contacts in 
Puddletown and around the country keep me up to date. 

To take our minds off the winter weather there is a good deal of political turmoil 
all around.   There are protests against the proposed oil pipeline in Alberta, with 
blockades on the rail network causing the cancellation of train services across 
the country and teachers in Ontario are in dispute with the Provincial 
government causing a succession of one day strikes. 

On a brighter note the Canada geese have returned, heralding spring – despite 
the still freezing temperatures.  Only two pairs so far but every year we see at 
least 12 geese gathered in the parking lot opposite my apartment.  They crop the 
grass verge and sleep in the sunshine, taking up several parking spaces.  
Occasionally they decide to cross the road (very slowly) in the face of oncoming 
traffic but drivers seem to be much more patient with the geese then they are 
with each other. 

At the end of April it will be six years since Roy and I and Cookie (who turned 15 
on Valentines Day) left Puddletown and flew to Canada as new immigrants.  It 
was a huge change to make, but it was worth it to be near the family.  I am not 
sure I am completely fluent in Canadian yet (for example I have to remind 
myself that cars have hoods and trunks, not bonnets and boots) and I really 
cannot understand baseball or hockey.  However, Canadians are very forgiving. 

I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter. 

Diana 



18 

Parish Magazine - April 2020 Parish Magazine - April 2020 

 
43 

 

As it is very difficult to legally re-route a right of way, tolerance and good will is 
required from both parties to make it work. 

Phil Drake  

(Puddletown Parish Rights of Way Liaison) 

philrexdrake@gmail.com  

Milborne St Andrew’s Church News 

‘Why are you supposed to give things up in Lent?’ someone asked me recently.  
Lent is the forty days after Ash Wednesday, when Christians remember the forty 
days Jesus spent in the desert being tempted by the devil.  This period leads up 
to the most important days in the Christian calendar – when Christ was 
crucified and rose from the dead – Easter. 

Jesus spent this time in the desert without food and initially Christians fasted in 
Lent.  These days we prepare for this holy time with prayer and giving up 
something that is important to us, chocolate, gossiping, the internet, or our 
precious time.  

At St Andrew’s Church in Milborne we celebrate an extra service in the church 
for Lent, every Thursday at 6 o’clock, Compline. This simple prayerful service 
dates back many hundreds of years and is led each week by a member of the 
congregation. 

Sarah Hillman, our vicar, is running two lent courses, one recommended by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury is using the book, ‘Saying Yes to Life’; we are studying 
the story of creation and how we need to care for our beautiful world.   She is 
also running a course in Puddletown using the book, ‘From Now On’ where we 
contemplate doubt, prejudice and temptation.   

Lent is a thoughtful time of prayer and realisation of how very blessed we are 
with this amazing world we inhabit.   

So, whatever we give up for Lent, we try to come to Easter more focussed on our 
place in the community and where our voices and hands are needed. 

Josie Wright 

Due to the current situation with Covid-19 all 

church services are suspended and events 

postponed/cancelled. 



42 

Parish Magazine - April 2020 Parish Magazine - April 2020 

 
19 



20 

Parish Magazine - April 2020 Parish Magazine - April 2020 

 
41 

PUBLIC PATHS 

Rights and Responsibilities 

PUBLIC FOOTPATHS, Bridleways and Byways Open to all Traffic 
(BOATS) are all HIGHWAYS giving the public the right to use them 
‘without let or hindrance to pass and repass’. 

Footpaths are for pedestrians (no bikes), Bridleways allow horse riders and 
pedal cyclists, BOATS also permit motor vehicles, and another category, 
Restricted Byways do not permit the use of mechanically propelled vehicles. The 
enforcement agency is the Local Authority – Dorset Council. 

With these rights come responsibilities. Most of the countryside is someone’s 
workplace which must be respected. Apart from anything else it can be 
dangerous out there. There is a CODE of CONDUCT that members of the 
PUBLIC are requested to abide by: - 

ENSURE YOU ARE ON A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 

BE SAFE – PLAN AHEAD, FOLLOW THE SIGNS & KEEP TO THE PATH 

LEAVE GATES AND PROPERTY AS YOU FIND THEM 

RESPECT PLANTS & ANIMALS AND TAKE LITTER HOME 

* KEEP DOGS UNDER CLOSE CONTROL AT ALL TIMES 

 

There is also a CODE for FARMERS/LAND MANAGERS 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES AND LIABILITIES 

MAKE IT EASY FOR PATH USERS TO ACT RESPONSIBLY 

IDENTIFY POSSIBLE THREATS TO USERS SAFETY 

There is LEGISLATION that has to be compiled with that includes: - 
INTIMIDATION; OBSTRUCTIONS; CLEARING THE PATH THROUGH 
CROPS; MAINTAINING STILES & GATES 

As far as maintenance is concerned, the surface of the path is the responsibility 
of the Local Authority (Dorset Council). However, vegetation encroaching onto 
or over the path is that of the land occupier as is damage to the surface by 
tractors. The Local Authority will give assistance with gates & stiles. 

* There are often issues with DOGS on Public Paths. Near Communities this is 
often DOG FOULING in that first twenty or so metres. Elsewhere it can be dogs 
running free with the potential of disturbing wildlife and/or farm animals. Dogs 
do not have to be on leads, but they should be if the owners cannot keep them 
UNDER CLOSE CONTROL, that is, on the path. 

Is it any wonder, then, that from time to time a deal of heat is generated? It is 
recognised that over the years some paths are no longer in the best interests of 
the Land Manager and/or the general public. 

Continued on Page 43 
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Tidying up for Spring! 

 

We were lucky to get dry weather for our 
work party in March, re-arranged from 
February when Storm Ciara had other ideas! 
We coppiced the dogwood, pruned the apple 
trees and generally tidied up so that the 
park was ready for spring. We also took the 
opportunity to thank Martin Cooke and his 
family for their efforts in looking after 
Orchard Meadow, as after 12 years as Parish 
Councillor with responsibility for the park, 
Martin has stepped down. He joined the 
Council when Orchard Meadow was nothing 

more than a rough field and over the years led fundraising efforts (raising over 
£150,000!), managed the landscaping and installation of play equipment and 
assisted in running the volunteer work parties. He was presented with a plaque 
by Rob Brunt and the other volunteers which was placed by the ‘Charles Ross’ 
apple tree that has been donated by Martin and his family.  

The next work party will be in June, to make sure Orchard Meadow is in 
excellent condition in time for the Midsummer 
Party in June. 

All enquiries about Orchard Meadow should be 
made to the Parish Clerk, Anna Bendall on 01305 
849596. 
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Dorchester Poverty Action needs a voluntary 

treasurer – could you be that person? 

Dorchester Poverty Action (DPA) is a hard-working local charity making cash 
grants (max.£200) to people living in DT1 and DT2 areas who hit a financial 
crisis. It was set up 30 years ago by Churches Together in Dorchester and 
maintains its links with local churches.  More information is on the website 
www.dorchesterpovertyaction.org.uk and on Facebook. 

DPA has a team of 5 trustees who are all volunteers, including the treasurer. The 
treasurer post is supported by 2 volunteer financial assistants, forming a finance 
team.  The trustees meet quarterly, followed by a meeting of the larger advisory 
group.  Much of the work of the treasurer can be achieved by e-mail and a full 
job description is available by contacting  info@dorchesterpovertyaction.org.uk 

The closing date for applications is April 20th 2020  

Digital Champion's bright idea helps 

Barbara switch and save  

 A lady from Dorchester has benefitted from free digital sessions on how to 
change suppliers online and has managed to save over £450 a year on energy 
bills with the first switch.   

 Barbara Scanlon went online at Dorchester library under the guidance of her 
local volunteer Digital Champion Mike Watson. She visited a price comparison 
website and worked out that with just a few digital moves she would be over 
£40 a month better off. 

 Mike has been helping her master a range of digital skills to do household bills 
and chores online such as paying Council Tax, setting up insurance, joining a 
loyalty discount scheme, using email, printing and using price comparison 
sites.  

 Mike said:  "All Digital Champions are able to help you master the skills to do 
these essential households tasks online and a whole lot more.  Don't waste time 
and money, just book a slot to see your local Digital Champion and we will help 
you every step of the way. It won't cost you a penny."  

 Digital Champions work in communities, usually in 
libraries, one-to-one with people to help improve 
their digital skills.  They are volunteers who enjoy 
using computers and have the patience and 
enthusiasm to show others how to benefit from being 
online, in this case how to save money.   

 To get help from your own Digital Champion and 

find out how much you could save, please call us and 

we will put you in touch with your nearest Digital 

Champion.     Call now 01305 221048.   

http://www.dorchesterpovertyaction.org.uk
mailto:info@dorchesterpovertyaction.org.uk
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  Coffee & Company  

 

St John’s Church, Tolpuddle every fourth Saturday 

From 10am – 12noon 

Why not join a friendly group of ladies for coffee/tea and homemade cake? 

We chat, relax and enjoy each other’s company 

A small contribution of £1 is asked to cover the cost of the venue 

For more information please contact Jo on 07852 284357 or email 
Austwickjoanne@gmail.com 

 

Winners: 100 Club 2019-2020 

In aid of the Tolpuddle Village Hall Development 
Fund  
Monthly draws take place between 11.00 and 12.00 during coffee club, in the 
pub on the last Tuesday of the month. 

 

 

In aid of the Village Hall development fund.   
2020 1st (£15) 2nd (£10) 3rd (£5) 

February Melanie Buchanan Dorri Horlock Ian Cray 
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February 2020   

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

173.10 mm 

273.90 mm 

2019 Rainfall for the month 

2019 Cumulative for the year 

75.90 mm 

128.40 mm 

 

Temperatures 
Max. 13.90 0 C 

Min. 0.60 0 C 

2019 
  Max. 23.10° C 

Min    -5.700 C 

Maximum wind speed     26.60 mph 

 

2019       19.00 mph 

Puddletown Weather 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’     altitude 88.39 metres 

(somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

The Friends of Puddletown Library 

(FOPL) 

200 Club, February 2020 Draw win-

ners 

1st £40 19 C. Luche 

2nd £20  173 Sarah Hillman 

3rd £10   93 Heather Mears 

Please note the library will now 

close at 5pm on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. 

Heather Mears 
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St John’s Church, 

Tolpuddle, April 2020 

Yes- the churchwardens are well on the 
road to recovery- having  organized the 
service for Sarah while both trundling 
around in wheelchairs!  It definitely made 
me very aware of the problems associated 
with having restricted ability- not being 
able to do the simplest of tasks, having to 

ask our long suffering husbands to pass this or that and how long it takes to get 
dressed! So my thoughts go out to all those carers who do this on a  permanent 
basis. 

Our congregation has been sadly depleted over the last month- mainly due to 
the ghastly weather- but at least we have escaped the dreadful flooding which 
has devastated great areas of the country.  At the time of writing this we have 
also managed to keep the coronavirus away but are all aware of extra 
precautions which have been recommended by the Church of England.  

What is happening in our church at the moment? We have had an expert clear 
the doves from the tower and erect netting to prevent further nesting there. We 
have our quinquennial survey booked for the end of May 28th. The church is 
warm and well lit. However there were a few leaks during the recent storms but 
we are aware that we will have to put up with those as we couldn’t raise the 
funds to replace the roof.  We hope to decorate the north aisle in the spring and 
also refurbish the vestry which has suffered to a certain extent at the hands of 
the electricians and doves! 

So we are still fundraising… 

Midsummer Party- June 20th- put the date in your diary as we will need 
lots of help 

Also note regular services- every week in OUR church at 9.30 am- for more 
details look at the church notice board or Benefice or Village website.  

Easter Arrangements—SERVICES SUSPENDED DUE TO COVID-19 

Good Friday- 10.am service of reflection 

Easter Sunday- 9.30 am Easter Communion- in Parish Church 

Easter Monday- 10-12- Art at St John’s Church  with refreshments- bring your 
own materials and  enjoy yourself. 

Easter Lilies 

If you want to remember someone who has been very special in your life why 
not ask Marion (07747 104591) to buy one and put it in our special Easter 
arrangement with the name in our List of Remebrance  

Do remember that we have  a well stocked book swap in the church( which is 
open every day) and a children’s area where anyone can come and sit for a bit of 
a chill out and browse through the books. 

Hilly and Julie—Churchwardens 
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St Mary’s Middle School 

We were incredibly lucky in February to have a visit from a 
real-life author. Chris Connaughton came into school and 
wowed us with his storytelling skills. Year 5 were thrilled by 
his retelling of a ghostly tale and excerpts from his new book: 
The Essence Hunters. Year 6 were treated to several different 
extracts from the book 
that showed us just how 
our writing skills can 

enthral an audience. Then some of our 
children got to work with Chris in a workshop 
based on what to do if you’re stuck in your 
writing! A brilliant learning experience and 
many of the children took the opportunity to 
buy a signed copy of Chris’s book. St Mary’s 
KS2 children and staff would like to thank 
DASP for funding the visit.  

Year 6 and 7 
pupils had an 
opportunity for reflection thanks to a day of 
activities organised by our Worship Group 
and Sarah, our vicar. This year, pupils were 
asked to reflect upon their connection with 
our planet. Taking time has many benefits. 
Pupils responded positively, some reporting 
that they felt relaxed, calm and thankful for 
the chance to think about their own actions. 
Others felt sad, regretful or angry about the 
way we are damaging our planet. Some felt 

grateful for our world while others said they were enlightened and motivated to 
make changes.  

St Mary’s netball squads have made a fantastic start to the 2020 Netball season! 
Last week, the newly formed Year 7 Netball squad went down to Budmouth 
Technology College for the South and West 
Dorset Area Netball Tournament. They 
played extremely well finishing 3rd out of a 
total of 8 teams, which meant they qualified 
for the Dorset Schools County 
Championships, which is a fantastic 
achievement! 

Finally, Year 5 celebrated Shrove Tuesday by 
making and eating some delicious pancakes 
served with lemon and sugar or golden syrup! 

Hope you have a lovely Easter! 

Darren Ayling—Head Teacher 

Listening to author Chris 
Connaughton 

Reflecting on our planet 

Enjoying pancake day! 
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MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS    

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Sheila Ryall 01258 837 504 

   

Athletics (Information) David Pearson 01258 837 057 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Pip Bowell 01258 837 329 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Rose Frost 01258 837 921 

Football (Youths) Andy Brown 07427 503 373 

Gardening Club Sally Dyer 01258 837 061 

Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Sharon Hunt (Head Teacher) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Roy Sach 01258 837 033 

Nightsabre Dog Training 

Group 
Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair 01258 837 912 

 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 01258 880 229 

Pilates Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Round Robin Ramblers Ian Bromilow 01258 880 044 

   

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Swimming Club Pat Cowan 01258 880 601 

Tai Chi Brian Burton 01258 839 033 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Richard Hawker 07383 309 037 

Village Hall Pam Shults (Chair)  01258 837 203 

 Alison Riddle (Bookings) 01258 837 148 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School 

(Iyengar) 
Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Sarah Ryan 01258 839 230 

Youth Club (8-13 years) Joanne Miller 01258 881 496 
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CONTACTS PAGE - Please help us keep these pages up to date by notifying us 
of any changes 

CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 Sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

RETIRED CLERGY Rosie Coldwell  01258 839 214 

 The Revd Sue Turner 07775 710 429 

CHURCHWARDENS Vacancy (Puddletown)  

 Vacancy  (Puddletown)  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 01305 848 552 

 Julie Bonner (Tolpuddle) 01305 848 027 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Vacancy  

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes  01305 849 039 

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS    

Alcoholics Anonymous Alcoholics Anonymous 

Area Parish Council 
01305 849292  

07407 235798 

Peter Churchill 

Email:peter.churchill.gooner@gmail.com 

Mrs A Bendall 

puddletown@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 
01305 849 596 

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Carer’s Association   

Children’s Society Dawn Loveless 01305 849534 

Church Room David Jeffreys 01305 848 211 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY - Run & financed by volunteers. 01305 848 506     

Opening Hours:- 

Monday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

Friday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm  

Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker 

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers Alf Justin 01258 839 080 

   

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way Phil Drake 01305 848560 

Friends of Puddletown Church Ursula Pomeroy 01305 264 516 

Friends of Puddletown Library Mary Berry 01305 848 557 

 Steven Buck 01305 848 575 

mailto:peter.churchill.gooner@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Paul Langdon 01305 848 307  

Organist Jenny Hansford 01305  849368 

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 01305 849039 

PCC Treasurer Bob Todd  01305 849 048 

Puddletown Countrywoman’s Club Sylvia Hanby 01305 849 562 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark 

Puddletown Pumpkins Toddler 

Group 
Kelly 07786 916515. 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

Pre –school Laura Evans  

First School (Head Teacher) Mr D Hunwick 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School 
Darren Ayling—Head  

Teacher 
01305 848 293 

Short Mat Bowls   

Sunday Church Creche Vacancy  

Sunday Seekers Lynda Skinner  01305 849 485 

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings 
Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Nancy Vincent 01305 848 218 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 
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Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

   

 

Craft Club Teresa Turner 01305 849 060 

  

Orchard Meadow 
Anna Bendall—Clerk to 

PAPC 
01305 849596 

PCC Secretary Jayne Brayshaw 01305 849 314 

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Streetfair  Annette Pitman 01305 848 219 

Tolpuddle Home Group Simon Dodd 01305 848 171 

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust  
tolpud-

dleoctrust@btinternet.com  

tolpud-

dleoctrust@btinternet.com  

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Julia Johnstone, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. Diana Foreman  01305 848 419 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton - pdwal-

ton@btinternet.com 
01305 848 034 

Whist Drive Diana Foreman 01305 848 419 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

   

   

   

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS  

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk  

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure (Southern Electric)  08457 708 090 

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PCSO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Andrew Booth (Chair) 01258 837 284 

Village Hall (Chair) Bernie Cosgrove, 01258 837 152 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com

