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Front Cover Photos: Spring lambs by Rod Hughes. 

 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
 
Copy deadline for the April magazine is 3rd March 2023 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2023 (Sizes are cm) 

Eighth Page -   (6.00 x 4.40)                    £53.00 
Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - 

£143.00 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) 

                           (12.26 x 4.20)(L)  
Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - 

£195.00 £78.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Advertising Manager Pam Fleetwood puddletownparishmagads@gmail.com 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
01258 837 316 

 

Milborne Editor John Wright 01258 839 090 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Tolpuddle Editor Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddleparishmagazine@gmail.com 

 
Distribution C0-0rdinator 

 
Jan O’Mara 

 

01305 848 551 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848 464 
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Lent – life and death 
 

As Lent wends it way towards Holy Week and Easter, the 
thoughts of many Christians turn towards the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, having been reminded of our own 
mortality at its beginning on Ash Wednesday when we hear 
the words, “You are dust and to dust you shall return. Turn 
away from sin and be faithful to Christ.” 
 

Mortality is not something we tend to think too much about unless we or 
someone we love reaches the point when death is on the near horizon. And we 
can approach it in differing ways. 
 
Reflecting on our mortality can lead us to celebrate life or fear death. We have 
only one life – so often that only really hits when we become aware how 
limited our own span of days has become.  
 
When we live with fear, we cannot properly experience love or joy or beauty, 
for fear limits our life and makes it nothing more than existence. 
 
I came across a poem by Mary Oliver (Pulitzer-prize-winning poet), which 
highlights a way of living life to the full: 
 

When death comes 
 
When death comes 
like the hungry bear in autumn; 
when death comes and takes all the bright coins from his purse 
  

to buy me, and snaps the purse shut; 
when death comes 
like the measle-pox,   

when death comes 
like an iceberg between the shoulder blades,   

I want to step through the door full of curiosity, wondering: 
what is it going to be like, that cottage of darkness?   

And therefore I look upon everything 
as a brotherhood and a sisterhood, 
and I look upon time as no more than an idea, 
and I consider eternity as another possibility,   

and I think of each life as a flower, as common 
as a field daisy, and as singular,   

and each name a comfortable music in the mouth, 
tending, as all music does, toward silence,   

and each body a lion of courage, and something 
precious to the earth. 
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BENEFICE REGISTERS 

Weddings 

21st Jan Steve Mulholland & Dawn Thompson Puddletown 

4th Feb Luke Prescott & Bethany Woodington Puddletown 

 When it's over, I want to say all my life 
I was a bride married to amazement. 
I was the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms.   

When it's over, I don't want to wonder 
if I have made of my life something particular, and real.   

I don't want to find myself sighing and frightened, 
or full of argument.   

I don't want to end up simply having visited this world. 
 

Lent is not all about doom and gloom; its discipline and self-sacrificial side is 
about enabling us to live more fully the life we have been gifted from God. And 
what better way can there be of that than embracing the life we have been given?  
 

With best wishes 

Sarah 

 

 

 

 

Warm Space! 

Every Wednesday in Puddletown Church Room. 

From 10am until 3pm 

Refreshments (tea, coffee, and soup & a roll) available. 

Bring your knitting or craft… Come and do a jigsaw… Read a book… 

All welcome! 

Funerals 

d. 26th Dec Edna Daw - Aged 86 Puddletown 
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St. Mary’s Church Events - 

March 

Pop-in Coffee Mornings in the Church 
Room are every Thursday from 10am to 12noon.  
Everyone (of any age) is welcome. Good coffee 
and delicious cakes and/or biscuits are always 
on offer.  Come and join us for a sociable hour 
or two. 

Rosemary’s Card Stall will be at the ‘pop-in’ 
coffee mornings in the church Room on Thurs-
day 9th March.  The cards are good quality and 
very reasonably priced.  Do come along and 
have a look. Through the sale of her cards Rose-

mary is helping to support the Church Room. 

Prayer Group The Benefice prayer group meets on Tuesdays in Puddletown 
Church Room, 10.30 until 12noon.  Coffee and conversation from 10.30 followed 
by prayers at 11.00am.  All are welcome. 

Craft Group This is a new venture in the Church Room, it will be held once a 
month over a Thursday lunchtime from 12.30pm, the next date will be 9th 
March.  Contact Margaret Rickard for more information at mar-
garetmary227@gmail.com or by phone 01305 849332 

Lent begins at the end of February and runs through March. There will be 2 
courses running.  The first – ‘Women of Holy Week” will be from 2.00pm – 
3.15pm on a Monday at the Royal Oak in Milborne St Andrew.  The second, in 
the Church Room Puddletown, will be based on ‘West Side Story.  Using scenes 
from the film the course authors provide reflections and questions for discus-
sion. 

The Village Lunch   will be held on Monday 13th March from 12noon to 
1.30pm. We shall be serving beef or vegetarian lasagne followed by the usual 
delicious puddings, this must be booked in advance.  If you haven’t yet booked 
your place then please contact Sheila on 849193 or Jean on 848211.   

 

mailto:margaretmary227@gmail.com
mailto:margaretmary227@gmail.com
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BENEFICE PRAYER GROUP 

Janet Voke and Sue Turner warmly invite you to join them for a time of friend-
ship and prayer for all of us in the benefice. 

It will be in the Church Room, Puddletown on Tuesdays from 10.30 until 12.00 
noon. 

There will be coffee and conversation from 10.30 and prayers will begin at 
11.00. 

Do come and join us. 

Prayer Requests 

If anyone has any prayer requests for the Benefice Prayer Group, please 
contact: 

Sue Turner - 01305 849030 or 

Janet Voke - 01258 837550 

St Mary’s Puddletown 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

5th March Margaret Rickard Pat Sparks 

12th March Puddletown Praise Team 

19th March Bob Todd Cynthia Metcalfe 

26th March TBA Ursula Pomeroy & Geoff Hawkins 

Charitable Giving 2022 

Lent Bishop’s Fund for Sudan 

Mothering Sunday Mosaic 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 
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Month on the Farm 
 

The cattle are eating their way across the tur-
nips and are now in the last field.  The frost of 
January certainly knocked out the mustard and 
froze off the turnip leaf so the supplement of 
straw and silage has had to increase.  The group 
of cattle which were on turnips are now inside, 
having freed up space by sending 5 lorry loads 
of store cattle to Salisbury Market. The trade 
was good on the day and the cheque received 
has helped to pay the incoming bills. 

 

 

 

 

The cattle yards are continually being cleared out 
to stop the heat and bugs increasing, with the muck 
being hauled and tipped in the fields in big piles to 
be pushed up and left to rot down to make some 
good fertilizer to spread on the land before we drill 
the crops. 

 

At the beginning of February we have been able to 
drill the last of the winter wheat behind the mus-
tard and turnip fields that the cattle had grazed off 

in December.  It was a case of being patient, 
first all the rain and then the frost took a while 
for the fields to dry out enough for the machin-
ery to travel over them without creating too 
much compaction and damaging the soil struc-
ture. 

 

The spring barley seed has all been cleaned 
with the mobile seed cleaning lorry which has 
augers, elevators, sieves and fans to move the 
grain around taking out the very large and very 
small grains, hopefully any weed seeds and 
lighter pieces of straw to leave us a ton bag of 
regular sized seed ready to drill.  
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With the snowdrops out and the daffodils starting to bud, thoughts turn to the 
spring and the need to encourage the grass and corn to grow, so a fertilizer plan 
is being drawn up with the help of our Agronomist, taking into account the crop 
rotations, drilling dates, muck applied and potential yields and then by early 
March lambing will have started. 

 

Wakely Cox 

5th February 2023 
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TOLPUDDLE GARDEN 

SERVICES  

For : Garden Restoration 

Re-Planting and Maintenance  

All Aspects of your Garden 

Undertaken  

 

Tel: 07789 595110 

Email:  

Tolpuddlegardeservices@hotmail.com 
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THE PUDDLETOWN SOCIETY 

Details of forthcoming meetings to be held at the Church Room 

Commencing at 7.30pm.   Admission: £2 incl. tea/coffee 

 

Wednesday 8th March 

ORCHIDS IN DORSET 

a talk by David Leigh 

 

Wednesday 12th April 

PASSION OF A LIFETIME (Why I came to Dorset) 

a talk by David Illingworth 

Dewlish Lent Lunches — open to all 

Tuesdays at 12.30 p.m. 

Come and enjoy soup, bread and cheese in congenial surroundings, and sup-

port Water Aid with a donation at the same time.  

7th March:   Parsonage Farm, Dewlish 
14th March: Up-Top, Dewlish 
4th April:  Dewlish Village Hall 

Morning, Evening Prayer and Compline in Lent 

Morning Prayer takes place each day on Zoom. 

Mon-Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m. 

Compline 6.00 p.m. Wednesdays  

Milborne Church (starting 1st March) 

Evening Prayer 6.30 p.m. Thursday evenings  

Dewlish church (beginning 2nd March) 
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A Place for Us:  
A Lent Course based on West Side Story 

 
Tuesdays 7.30 p.m.* Church Room, Puddletown  

starting 28th February 
 
In 1957, Broadway saw the new production of a musical retelling of Shake-
speare’s Romeo and Juliet, with music by Leonard Bernstein and lyrics from 
Stephen Sondheim. This was West Side Story. A film  version followed in 1962. 
Sixty years later and based more closely on the stage show than its predecessor, 
Stephen Spielberg directed a second film adaptation. Our course is based on 
this. It picks up many Lenten themes: fear, love, betrayal, death and reconcilia-
tion. 
 
Using key scenes from the film and passages of Scripture, the course authors, 
Lavinia Byrne and Jane McBride, provide introductions, reflections and ques-
tions for discussion. 
 
Week 1 – West Side Story — Watching the film (149 minutes)* 
Week 2 – Belonging and inclusion 
Week 3 – Otherness and difference 
Week 4 – The gift of love 
Week 5 – The promise of a place for us 
Week 6—The tragedy of betrayal 
*with the exception of Week 1, each session will end at 9 p.m. 

Women of Holy Week 
Based on the book by Paula Gooder 

 
Mondays 2.00 p.m.— 3.15 p.m. 
Royal Oak, Milborne St Andrew 

 
Come and join Maggie each week and listen to a story about different women 
who move from the sidelines and into the drama of Holy Week.  After listening 
to the story we will have some questions to think about and discuss as we jour-
ney through Lent together. 
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January 2023   

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

114.00 mm 

114.00 mm  

2022 Rainfall for the month 

2022 Cumulative for the year 

41.40 mm 

    41.40 mm  

 

Temperatures 
Max  12.800 C 

Min  -4.600 C 

2022 
Max 15.00 C 

Min -3.50º C  

Maximum wind speed 19.00 mph  

 

2022 17.40 mph  

Puddletown Weather - January 2023 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’  Altitude 88.39m 

(somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

Church Mouse Stock 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 
River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 
Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 
Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 
Single cards £1.40 
Flower notelets (pack of 4) £3 
 

Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 
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Puddletown Food Bank 

Please pass on to anyone you know who might 
be in need. 
 
There is now a food bank in Puddletown 
church for the use of people living in the vil-
lage. (This would include Athelhampton, 
Burleston & Troytown). 
 
Please feel free to take what you might need, 
and also donations welcome from all. 

 
The food is in some kind of order in the labelled plastic 
boxes. 
 
They can be found by turning left down the first aisle as 
you walk through the door. 
 
This food bank is supported by Puddletown First School, 
Puddletown Surgery, Puddletown Spar Shop, and St 
Mary’s church. 
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CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

CURATE The Revd Maggie Crosbie 07561 053755 

 revmaggiecrosbie@gmail.com  

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Margaret Rickard 01305  849332 

CHURCHWARDENS Cynthia Metcalfe (Puddletown) 01305 848 043  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 07817 557367  
 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Tony Fox (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 651 

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes  01305 849 039 

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS   

Alcoholics Anonymous   

Area Parish Council 
Alan Sheppard 

Email:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk  
07771 98 8574 

puddletown@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Children’s Society Dawn Loveless 01305 849534 

Church Room Jane Stanley 
01305 848494 

07871 169014   

Community Café Katie Weiss puddcommcafe@gmail.com   

COMMUNITY LIBRARY - Run & financed by volunteers. 01305 848 506       

Opening Hours:- 

puddletownlibrary@gmail.com  

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday:  10.00am to 12.00noon 
Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker Emma Parker 

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers Alf Justin 01258 839 080 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way 
Julian Hubbuck   

julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

mailto:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk
mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Friends of Puddletown Church Ursula Pomeroy 01305 264 516 

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Gym 
Dan Weiss  
coachdan26@gmail.com  

07547 713675  

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 

PCC Treasurer David Elliott David Elliott 

Pilates (at First School) Kathy Ashdown Kathy Ashdown 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark  

Pumpkins Toddler Group Amy Waldron ajcinoz06@yahoo.co.uk 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Puddletown Ukulele Group 
Bill Monahan  

bill.monahan@btinternet.com  
01305 848377  

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

First School (Head Teacher) Mr D Hunwick 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School Office 01305 848 293 

Short Mat Bowls   

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 
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Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 

Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

 

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Jayne Brayshaw 01305 849 314 

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Pilates Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Streetfair  Annette Pitman 01305 848 219 

Tolpuddle Home Group   

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust    tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com  

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Tyra Nozaic Goosen, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Tolpuddle & Southover Village 

Website 
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. 
Julie Batchelor  & 

Jo Austwick  
tolpuddlevhinfo@gmail.com 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton  
pdwalton@btinternet.com 01305 848 034 

Whist Drive 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

  

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS    

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk   

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure (Southern Electric)   0800 0727 282 

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PSCO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

   

   

   

   

   

mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Chris Udens (Chair) 07973 167117 

Parish Clerk Amanda Crocker 
dewlish@dorset-
aptc.gov.uk  

Village Hall (Chair) Andrew Barnett 07551 839296 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS     

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Mike Healy 01300 342 134 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Pip Bowell 01258 837 329 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Steve O’Neil 07490 691 121 

Gardening Club Sally Dyer 01258 837 061 

Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Michelle Cheeseman (Acting Head) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793 319 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair 07774 081 551 

 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 01258 880 229 

Pilates (at First School) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Richard Hawker 07383 309 037 

Village Hall Sarah Ryan (Chair)  01258 839 230 

 Alison Riddle (Bookings) 01258 837 148 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Angela Johnson 01258 839 060 
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St John’s Church Tolpuddle 

March 2023 

I write this at the beginning of February - the sun is 
shining, the churchyard is full of snowdrops, the 
floods have receded and we are very much hoping 
that spring is not too far away.  Our team of helpers 
have already started the churchyard spring clean - 

although sadly without the help of Phil who has been such a stalwart over the 
last few years.  I am sure they will always welcome more help.  Other unsung 
heroes of St John’s are Marion who is 
our florist, Jane who keeps the mice 
and spiders at bay and Adrian who does 
everything else - holder of the key, 
mender of cupboards, trundler of the 
bins etc etc.  

What has been happening in the church 
since Christmas?  We have held regular 
services and also held the Benefice 
Service here with a Bring and Share 
lunch afterwards - this was a good 
opportunity to swap ideas and find out 
how other churches are faring with the 
increased energy cost etc.  We will hear 
more about our church finances at the Annual Church Parish Meeting on 
Sunday April 16th which will be in the church at 10.45am - do join us there.  

We are well aware that despite many regular donations we still need to raise 
enough money not only to fund the church but also to be in a position to give at 
least 5% of our income to charity, as suggested by the Church Council.  Last year 
we managed to donate 7% of our turnover to various charities including Dorset 
Historic Churches Trust, Ukraine Appeal Fund and the Childrens Society - this 
is always specified before any event as it needs to be kept separate from church 
accounts.  Julie Bonner has already approached Tom de Witt at the TUC to 
arrange another Car Boot Sale in aid of the church and Cancer Relief.   

Our Church Camping Team are already advertising and will soon be open for 
business- there have been several articles in the national press this week 
including Robert Crampton who spent a rather uncomfortable night on a rickety 
camp bed in Essex.  They do say that any publicity is good publicity but we will 
invite him to come to a “luxury” facility here in Tolpuddle! 

The village are making plans to celebrate the Coronation and planning other 
events.  TEC have their own entry in this magazine so you can keep up to date, 
as I believe there will also be an update on the Pub.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to say what a worthwhile resource is the Parish Magazine - that is 
where we look for plumbers etc as well as church news!   

 

Continued on Page 35                              
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We are so lucky with all the different methods of communication, with the ex-
cellent Village Website, dedicated Facebook as well as regular gatherings of la-
dies (I hope I won’t be at risk of being accused of discrimination) for coffee on a 
Tuesday morning and drinks in the Village Hall every Friday evening at 5.30pm 
- of yes and of course posters! If you want to know more about any of these 
things do contact Hilly- hlcobban@gmail.com 

We are looking towards Lent which begins on February 22nd and wondering 
how we can address this – should we give something up or even take on a new 
worthwhile challenge.  Perhaps even thinking you might try one of our church 
services! 

 

Hilly/Jayne 

An open letter of thanks from Sasha , Luda 

and Tetiana Goiman/Kalynovski to Tolpuddle 

residents 

Hello 

 

Friends, we thank you all for the help and support you have given to our 
family.  It is impossible to describe in words, from the first day we felt that we 
were in a family that we have known for many years.  Thank you for helping us 
set up our new home.   

From the first days of the war, I constantly asked myself why this is happening, 
why God does not help to quickly defeat this evil - Russia, which attacked our 
country and deprived us of our usual life.  Why do Ukrainians and children die 
every day, and to be honest, there was a period when it seemed to me that there 
was no God.  But now I know for sure that God exists, and if he takes something, 
he gives much more.  Now I am sure that God has chosen the Ukrainians as 
those who have the power to defeat - this is evil - Russia.  And for those who are 
forced to leave their home, God gave the opportunity to meet and get acquainted 
with such kind people as you.  I won't stop saying that we learn kindness from 
you every day.   

 

Thank you for your open hearts! 

mailto:hlcobban@gmail.com
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150 Club Draw - December Super Draw 2022 

In aid of the Tolpuddle Village Hall Development 
Fund  
The new 150 club is now underway and the first draw has taken place.   It is 
drawn live on the Tolpuddle Facebook Community page with results published 
here as well. 

2023 1st (£50) 2nd (£15) 3rd (£10) 

January Geoff Higginson Karen Lister Mike & Sam Farmer 

TOLPUDDLE TIDY AND LITTER PICK 

Please join us for the Tolpuddle tidy and litter 
pick on Sunday 5th March 10.00 – 12.00.  We will 
meet outside Orchard Meadow.   

All equipment including high vis jackets will be 
provided but please wear appropriate footwear. 

Although many villagers litter-pick as they walk 
it’s surprising how much litter we collect as a 
group on these occasions. Children are very wel-
come accompanied by an adult. 
 

Julia Johnstone 
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Tolpuddle Events Committee (TEC) 
 
After a really successful 2022, January and February were quiet months for TEC 
as there were no events taking place, however we are looking forward to another 
busy year ahead.  Our co-chairpersons Hilly and Jonathan have stepped down 
after two years, and we are indebted to them for their hard work and great 
leadership, thank you both! We now have a new Chairperson, Ian Cray - 
welcome Ian, and thank you for stepping up. 

On 4th March there will be a Bingo night in the Village Hall. Doors open at 18.30 
with 'eyes down' at 19.15. Entry will be £5 per person to include 3 books, and 
tickets can be obtained by emailing tolpuddleevents@gmail.com. All details are 
on the village website events page. 

The Coronation weekend (May 5th-8th)will be an exciting time in the village, 
with several events planned to take place in Orchard Meadow. We will start the 
celebrations on the Friday night with a ceilidh, and there will be a community 
gathering for all the family on the Sunday with food, music and merrymaking all 
day.  Again, further details will be available on the 
website  (tolpuddlevillage.co.uk) in due course, but make a note in your diary! 

mailto:tolpuddleevents@gmail.com
http://tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
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Do you run holiday 
accommodation or a 

local business? 
 
The new Tolpuddle and Southover 
Village website  
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk has a 
Local Accommodation page and we 
would love to hear from you if you 
would like to add your holiday 
accommodation.   
 
We also have a Local Business page 
and again, please do get in touch if you 
would like to advertise your business. 
 
We look forward to hearing from 
you.  Please email:  
 tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

http://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
mailto:tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com
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Milborne St Andrew’s Church News 

At the beginning of February, we said “Goodbye” 
to the Christmas Season, and by the end of the 
month, we had entered Lent, those “Forty days 
and forty nights” when we prepare ourselves for 
the events of Holy Week and Easter.  We 
welcomed the Archdeacon of Sherborne as our 
Celebrant at the Eucharist on 12th February, when 
Margaret, the Benefice “Lay Reader”, preached a 
challenging sermon.  

 

A gentle reminder that Christmas wreaths etc., should now be removed from 
graves before they grow in and become a hazard when Paul begins cutting the 
grass for the new season. 

 

“For one Night Only” used to be an advertising slogan for special events when I 
was in London; in this case, it is “For one Service only”. On the first Sunday in 
March at 9.30, the Celebrate Service will be an act of Morning Prayer/Morning 
Worship led by the Churchwarden, as members of the Celebrate team are away. 
On Wednesdays during Lent, the Office of Compline (Night Prayer) will be said 
in Milborne Church at 6 p.m. This is a short devotional service with a hymn or 
two. We hear a lot about “giving up” things for Lent, but we need time to draw 
closer to God and recharge our batteries. As one prayer expresses it, “As the 
days lengthen and the earth spends longer in the light of day, grant that we may 
spend longer in the light of Your presence, O Lord.” Attending the short service 
of Compline, or one of the Lent courses (see elsewhere in the Reporter) can be a 
way of doing just that. 

 

Some of you will remember Fr. John Spruyt and his wife, Paddi, who did so 
much for the Church here in Milborne and Dewlish in the 1970s. Paddi 
celebrated her 97th birthday at the beginning of February. She lives near her 
daughter, Katie, in Gloucestershire. Greetings were sent from Milborne.  

 

We hold June and Cynthia in our prayers and assure them of our love following 
a spell in the hospital.  

 
Pam & Tony  

Churchwardens 
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This month started with children and parents wading through water to get to us. 
Many of the children found it exciting to arrive in wellies having paddled in 
flood water or riding on shoulders. Some parents 
with babes in buggies and toddlers found it more 
challenging. It was great to see comradery kick in 
with families supporting each other. With the water 
receding the authorities put up a drone to photo-
graph the floods. It took off from the Hall field with 
the children excitedly looking on. 
 

 
Our topic in February was Chinese New Year. We 
talked about the animals and read a story of the com-
petition they had to cross a river. The crafty Rat won 
but did he cheat by riding on the Ox’s back? We made 
lucky red envelopes and included a chocolate coin for 
good fortune. Then we tried making fortune cookies 
which proved to be a little tricky but tasted good. Role 
play was a Chinese restaurant with wool noodles and 

chopsticks. At snack time we ate real noodles having investigated some dried 
noodles before adding hot water. 
 
We had a wonderful day looking after an orphan lamb. ‘Happy’, a one-day old 
lamb, spent the day at Ladybirds. The children learnt about lambs and how to 
look after her. Some helped to feed her a bottle and tried not to make loud nois-
es and frighten her. Happy was as her name says and contentedly moved around 
the room, following children, frolicking, and bleating. Like any baby she was fed, 
had her nappy changed and lay on a towel under a table for naps. 
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Milborne St Andrew First School 

On Thursday 9th February, Milborne St Andrew First School 
held its very first Valentines Disco hosted by our wonderful 
Friends Of School team. And what a disco it was! The hall was 
completely transformed with homemade decorations, fairy 
lights and of course, a disco ball! The children were blown 

away and had an absolutely fantastic time, getting their faces painted and eat-
ing yummy cupcakes. Thank you Friends Of School for all of your hard work 
making this such a magical event. The children were full of smiles all evening 
and I have a feeling this disco is the first of many! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To celebrate Children's Mental Health Week, our school hosted its first Mil-
borne Breakfast. A chance for our families to come together, eat croissants, 
drink coffee and have a good old natter! It was a really special morning en-
joyed by all and a lovely way to start the day. We're hoping 
to make this a regular thing, so watch this space!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milborne St Andrew Gardening Club 
- More sun or more rain?  

On Thursday 16th March at 7.30pm in the village hall, we are looking forward 
to an interesting and informative talk on ‘Gardening for a Changing Climate’ 
by Martin Young. 

As our climate changes, we need plants that are adaptable and resilient. Martin 
will be giving us ideas and choices. 

Do come and join us to learn about this important subject. The 
evening will only set you back £2 and that even includes refresh-
ments! 

Angela Johnson 
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Abbey Swimming Club  
It is with great sadness that the Abbey Swimming Club has had to permanently 
close after over 30 years as a Community Swimming Club.  
 
The Abbey Swimming Club, located at the Milton Abbey School Pool, had its 
first swimming session on Tuesday 14th June 1988. The club was run solely by 
volunteers – including volunteer lifeguards, volunteer swimming teachers and 
all committee members. For almost 32 years (until we were forced to close in 
March 2020 due to Covid-19) we held around 4 swimming sessions per week 
for our members – all from the local community. Our members ages ranged 
from a few months to the over 80s. 
 
For over 30 years we also ran children’s and adult’s swimming lessons, and for 
many years diving lessons, toddler swimming lessons, and aquafit. We had 
‘adult only’ swimming sessions and monthly ‘fun and floats’ swimming ses-
sions, to cater for all ages. We held regular galas at the pool – both fun galas 
and competitive galas – to cater for all abilities. We had close links with Milton 
Abbas surgery and offered ‘back to fitness’ sessions for surgery referrals. 
The club was also a valued social club for all members. Throughout the years 
the club held regular social events to raise funds, such as New Year’s Eve barn 
dances, summer barbeques, skittles evenings and quiz nights. Since 2001 we 
were actively involved with the Milton Abbas Street Fair and ran the cream tea 
stall. The whole swimming community came together at these events. 
After COVID the club was hoping to re-open at the Milton Abbey School Pool 
as before. Unfortunately, under new safeguarding rules, Milton Abbey School 
would only allow the club to access the pool during some school holidays. After 
much searching we were unable to find an alternate pool that offered us the 
‘community club’ that we previously had. So, sadly, the members voted to wind 
up the club in September 2022. 
 
On the evening of  Wednesday 18th January 2023, a farewell reception was held 
at the Milton Abbas Reading Rooms. The club assets have been distributed to 
local charities chosen by club members and the following cheques were pre-
sented during the evening: 
£7000 to Wimborne Wagtails – A Dorset based Swimming Club for the Disa-
bled. The cheque was received by the Club Chairman, Julian Vernon. 
£7000 to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance. The cheque was received by 
Becky Heath. 
£7000 to Weldmar Hospicecare – A Dorset based charity providing specialist 
end of life care. The cheque was received by Marie Notley. 
£2000 to Milton Abbas Street Fair. The cheque was received by the Chairman, 
Freddie Robinson. 
 
Representations from each organisation were present and said a few words of 
Thanks and described how much the donation would mean for their organisa-
tion. 
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Dewlish Church Notes 

AFTER a very quiet – and cold and wet! – January we are 
now looking forward to Spring! We have things planned for 
Lent which, by the time you read this, will have already 
begun. 

Each Thursday, beginning on 2nd March, Jim will be leading 
Evening Prayer in the church, at 6.30pm. 

We are holding three Lent Lunches, which will consist of soup, bread, cheese, 
grapes and a hot drink. The money raised (minimum of £5, please) will be 
donated to WaterAid. The dates and venues are as follow: 

 7th March Parsonage Farm  at 12.30pm 

 14th March Uptop    at 12.30pm 

 4th April Dewlish Village Hall at 12.30pm 

Please come and support a really good cause, enjoy good food and meet up with 
other people in a friendly atmosphere. 

There are also two Lent Courses available. The first one, “Women of Holy 
Week”, based on a book by Paula Gooder, will be held in the Royal Oak at 
Milborne St. Andrew on Mondays, 2.00pm – 3.15pm. These sessions will be led 
by Maggie, our curate. The second, “A Place for Us”, based on the film, West 
Side Story, will be held in the Church Room, Puddletown, at 7.30pm. This 
commences on Tuesday 28th February so I hope interested people will get their 
Parish Magazine in time to attend and see the film. 

Our Spring Sale (for church funds) has been planned for Saturday 25th March, 
in Dewlish Village Hall, 10.30am – 12noon. Our stalls will include New Items, 
cakes and produce, toys, Easter goods and a raffle. Coffees, teas, and hot cross 
buns will be available so please come and join us. Donations to stalls etc. would 
be most welcome. 

Daphne  Burg 
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You can make a difference!  
Become a Home-Start Volunteer today 
“You make a living by what your get. You make a life by what 
your give” 
Winston Churchill 
 
Becoming a volunteer with Home-Start West Dorset will give you the opportuni-
ty to help families when they need it most. Home-Start West Dorset is a local 
independent charity which has been set up to give friendship, advice and practi-
cal support to families who live in the West Dorset, Weymouth & Portland and 
have at least one child under the age of 5. We have two types of volunteer roles, 
helping directly with families, or working with our enthusiastic team of trustees.  
 
To become a home visiting volunteer, you will have a lived experience of parent-
ing and have 2-3 hours a week available to support a local family. Our families 
need a wide range of support. This can range from parenting guidance to budg-
eting or help to get out of the house and connect with their local community. We 
need all types of volunteers; all levels of life or professional experience is valua-
ble.    
 
Our trustees are a hands-on team with a range of backgrounds and experience. 
They play a vital role in shaping the strategic direction of the charity, fulfilling 
our purpose and business goals. Becoming a trustee would be a great role for 
someone who would love to be part of Home-Start but can’t commit to the regu-
lar home-visits.  
 
All our volunteers undertake at least 28 hours of training taken over an eight-
week period beginning early February 2023. You will also be given regular ongo-
ing support and guidance with a dedicated member of staff, including supervi-
sion every six weeks and numerous training opportunities throughout the year.  
 
What our volunteers say:  
“Thank you for giving me the opportunity for being able to feel like I could 
make a small difference. I think Home-Start is a phenomenal organisation.” 
“Volunteering gives structure to my week and maintains and improves my con-
fidence in retirement that one can still make a useful and positive contribution 
to society” 
To find out more please telephone Helen on 01305 265072 or email of-
fice@homestartwestdorset.co.uk. You can see more about the work we do on our 
wesbsite www.homestartwestdorset.co.uk.  
We look forward to hearing from you.  

mailto:office@homestartwestdorset.co.uk
mailto:office@homestartwestdorset.co.uk
http://www.homestartwestdorset.co.uk
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MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m.) 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman (sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the 

link (Please note that the calendar of services may be subject to change) 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com


Parish Magazine - March 2023 

 
59 

Services in the Benefice  
5th March - Lent 2 

Psalm 121; Genesis 12.1-4a; John 3.1-7 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Morning Worship Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am BCP Morning Prayer Dewlish 

12th March - Lent 3 

Psalm 95; Exodus 17.1-7; John 4.5-42 

9.30am Parish Communion Milborne 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections Tolpuddle 

19th March - Mothering Sunday/Lent 4 

Psalm 34.11-20; Exodus 2.1-10; John 25b-27 

9.30am Parish Communion + Holy Baptism Tolpuddle 

9.30am Worship in Stillness Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion  Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

26th March - Passion Sunday 

Psalm 130; Ezekiel 37.1-14; John 11.1-45 

9.30am Parish Communion  Milborne 

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

11.00am BCP Matins (traditional language)   Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

Monday 27th March  

1.45pm Milborne First School Easter Service Milborne 

Tuesday 28th March   

2.00pm Puddletown  First School Easter Service Puddletown 

Wednesday 29th March   

9.30am St Mary’s CE Middle School Easter Service   Puddletown 

11.ooam St Mary’s CE Middle School Easter Service   Puddletown 
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