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This month’s cover photo:   Claudi Booth from Dewlish was confirmed at Lady St 
Mary Church in Wareham on Saturday 24th July. Photo of her and Bishop Karen 
taken after the service. 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Produced by Weatherbury Media Services, 01305 848 427. 
Printed by LA Digital Print 01202 980103 
Copy deadline for the October 2021 magazine is Sunday 5th 
September 2021. 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2021 (Sizes are cm) 

Eighth Page -   (6.00 x 4.40)        - £48.00 
Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - 

£130.00 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) 

                           (12.26 x 4.20)(L)  
Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - 

£180.00 £71.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
 editor@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Advertising Manager Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

advertising@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
01258 837 316 

dewlish@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Milborne Editor John Wright 
01258 839 090 

         milborne@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes 
01305 849 039 

puddletown@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Tolpuddle Editor Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddle@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Distribution C0-0rdinators Jan O’Mara 

Clare Campbell 

01305 848 551 

01305 849 295 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848464 
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Generous Giving 

My reflection in this magazine last month reflected on 
gratefulness. There is a known link between people who 
are most thankful for what they have and their 
willingness to be generous. In our upside-down world, it 
is often those who have least who are most generous 
with what they possess, while the richest find it hardest 
to share.  

Stories of people living in severe poverty who share 
everything they have with others never fail to move me, 

and they are far more common than we might expect. In many cultures it is the 
health of the community as a whole and not the individual that is prized – they 
are “we-and-our” societies, not “me-and-mine”. A gift to one is a gift to all to 
be shared and enjoyed. Our Western societies, sadly, have become much more 
transactional in approach – if I give you something, I expect something back.  

Even those of us who are Christian have been more swayed by this attitude to 
giving than by our faith and its teachings, which remind us that everything we 
have comes from God and is to be freely shared, and that at least a tenth of our 
income should be given away. We like to forget that wonderful Bible verse 
which reminds us that “God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9.7) 

In the first lockdown last year there was a wonderful outpouring of generous 
spirit in our villages. Some of this has remained but sadly, as people’s lives 
have become busier again, some of it has been lost. 

You may not realise it but the future of our four benefice churches and their 
shared Vicar (whether that be me or a successor at some time in the future) is 
not guaranteed. Like many organisations coronavirus has led to a serious drop 
in income. Many of our fund-raising events haven’t been able to take place. 
Over the years we have lost some of our regular givers because they have died, 
and sadly they haven’t been replaced by others. Local churches do not receive 
any income other than what their members and other supporters give or what 
they make through fund-raising.  

I wonder how often you think about what having a church in the 
neighbourhood means. 

In our villages, we provide open and accessible buildings for those who want to 
pray or find a quiet space for their thoughts. We offer a community open to 
anyone to be part of without qualification. We provide rituals to mark the 
beginnings and endings of lives and relationships: baptisms, marriages, 
funerals, anniversary celebrations and so on. We provide graveyards for the 
burial of loved ones and their ashes. We visit the sick and lonely. We support 
the food banks and other charitable initiatives. We work with our schools and 
young people in our communities. We support comunity initiatives, clubs and 
groups. We look after historical Listed buildings. We provide a Vicar with a 
listening ear for anyone who asks.  
 

Continued on Page 7 
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Church is back! 

For those unaware, the churches are now open 
daily and Sunday worship is now happening 
again, and back to the usual service rota. 

There are services at 11am every Sunday in 
Puddletown and Dewlish, and at 9:30am in 
Milborne. 

Tolpuddle currently has services at 9:30am on 
the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday. 

There are a variety of services. Each church holds 2 communion services per 
month. 

For a less formal lay-led all-age worship service, on the 1st Sunday there is 
Celebrate at Milborne, the 2nd Sunday Puddletown Praise at Puddletown, the 
3rd Sunday there is a Family Service at Dewlish, and on the 4th Sunday, 
Tolpuddle hold their Go Fourth service. 

Also lay-led is Matins (1662 Morning Prayer) held on the 1st Sunday in Dewlish 
and the 4th Sunday in Puddletown. 

Milborne holds a Worship in Stillness service on the 3rd Sunday. 

We offer social occasions and gathering places for people to make friends – 
coffee mornings, village lunches and so on. We teach the faith and help people to 
make sense of their lives. We provide space for questions and reflection on the 
meaning of life. We pray for our communities and for all those who ask us to 
remember them. The reach of our churches goes far beyond the lives of those 
who are part of our regular congregations. 
Sadly, this is at risk. In the past village shops often used the slogan “Use it or 
Lose it” when their future was uncertain. We love to support our communities 
but, if we are to continue to do this, we do need your help.  
Between September 12th and October 3rd, our churches will joining with other 
churches in Dorset and Wiltshire to take part in a Generous Giving campaign. 

Generosity – with our time and talents as well as our finances – is a hallmark 
of the Christian faith. We will be reflecting on how we can continue to bless those 
in Puddletown, Tolpuddle, Milborne St Andrew and Dewlish to ensure we are 
sustainable into the future. 
If our churches are to remain open, we do need your presence and your presents.  
Thank you, 
 
With best wishes  

Sarah 
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St Mary’s Puddletown—September 2021 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

5th Bob Todd Wakely Cox 

12th Puddletown Praise Team 

19th Jean Jeffreys Rosie Hallett 

26th Margaret Rickard Pat Sparks & Judy Bumby 

PCC Charity Donations 

Please give prayerfully and generously 

Lent Bishop’s Fund for Sudan 

Mothering Sunday Mosaic 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest R.A.B.I . And Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 

18th July Lily-Madeleine Mai James-Hunt Puddletown 

BENEFICE REGISTERS 

Baptism 

Marriage 

16th July Benjamin James Wadey & Hannah 

Louise Antell 

Puddletown 

Funeral 

D. 11th July Eileen Margaret Hewer Puddletown 

D. 25th July Fred Walker Milborne St Andrew 
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Prayer for the Month 

 

Do you have a favourite prayer?  

Our prayer for this month has been chosen by Dorothy 
Alder of Puddletown. It comes from the Evensong Prayer 
service in the Book of Common Prayer, which dates back 
to the 17th century, and takes her back to memories of her 
childhood. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord, and by 
thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 
this night, for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 

Dorothy writes: “This is my favourite prayer. I was at Elementary School 
during the Second World War 1939-1945. At that time, we always had 
assembly in the morning – at about 91.5 a.m. During the War it was decided 
that it was important to have another assembly at the end of the day (possibly 
because of the continued night raids) – another hymn and prayer. It was some 
years later that I discovered it to be at the end of the evening service in the 
Prayer Book. My mother was involved because she was the teacher taking these 
assembly sessions and would be leading them.” 

 

To contribute to this new column, please send details of your prayer with a few 
sentences about why it’s important to you, to Sarah Hillman 
(sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com). If you’re not on-line we’d still love you to 
participate so snail mail is also great! 

BENEFICE PRAYER GROUP 

Janet Voke and Sue Turner warmly invite you to join them for a time 

of friendship and prayer for all of us in the benefice. 

It will be in the Church Room, Puddletown on Tuesdays from 10.30 until 12.00 

noon. 

There will be coffee and conversation from 10.30 and prayers will begin at 

11.00. 

Do come and join us. 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com
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St. Mary’s Church Events 

September 

Pop-in Coffee Mornings   After a very long break 
our Pop-in coffee mornings in the Church Room are 
back.  Every Thursday from 10am to 12noon, all are 
welcome.  We hope that Rosemary will be able to join 
us sometimes with her card stall.  We are a bit short of 
helpers so if any of you enjoy making/buying cakes and 
would enjoy a very sociable morning helping out then 

please get in touch either with Jean 848211 or Judy 849146 

The Monthly Village Lunch is also back. The first one will be held on 
Monday October 11th from 12noon to 1.30pm. We shall be serving chicken and 
ham pie accompanied by vegetables and followed by some delicious home-made 
puds. If you would like to book your place  then please contact Sheila on 849193 
or Jean on 848211  

The Benefice Prayer Group is held each Tuesday from 10.30 until 12.00 
noon in the Church Room. There will be coffee and conversation from 10.30 and 
prayers will begin at 11am. 

Messy Church will resume at 4pm on Sunday 3rd October at Dewlish Village 
Hall. 

Volunteer Church Cleaners Needed! 

Now that life is beginning to return to something we are a little more familiar 
with, as with other churches, St. Mary’s in Puddletown has opened its doors 
once again. 

Admittance to the building has been taking place throughout the past eighteen 
months, in line with guidance and regulations received by our Vicar, but now 
the door is fully open.  It is the season when a great many visitors drop by, as 
well as members of our community attending services and popping-in for quiet 
time. 

In order to keep it looking presentable, it needs to be cleaned!  For many years 
there has been a team of local volunteers happy to dust, polish and vacuum, but 
that has diminished for a number of reasons, and we desperately need to re-
cruit more people now. 

If you would be willing and are able to spare a couple 
of hours a month to help with this task, we would be so 
grateful.   

Please ring Jan O’Mara on 848 551. 
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 A Month on the Farm 
With the Winter Barley Harvest in and Oil Seed Rape and some Spring Barleys 
cut for neighbours, we are waiting for dry weather to proceed with the Winter 
Wheat. Where the barley came off on our fields we have direct drilled, straight 
into the stubble, a crop of mustard, which has the two advantages of taking up 
some of the nitrogen still in the soil and also giving the cattle a bite in the early 
autumn. A mixture of turnips and mustard have also been drilled into the 
stubble, which will feed the out wintering cattle. 

The hot dry weather during a week in July enabled us at 
last to get this years crop of hay baled some in small bales,  
which we will use in the lambing pens next spring as well 
as filling up the barns with more  bales, some in round 
bales and some in large rectangles.  These are now stored 
along with the straw bales, made after the corn was 
combined: again a couple of hundred small straw bales 
were also done: these are used mainly for sheep—and a 
couple of outdoor weddings have borrowed them as well! 

Most of this years’ spring born lambs have now gone to 
market and we did a pre-movement TB test on some store 
cattle which will also go to market shortly.  In some 
groups of cattle we have being having an ongoing problem with New Forest eye, 
which is an infection brought by the irritation of flies; these have to be 
individually treated with ointment and  then fly sprayed to try to keep insects at 
bay.  Seeing cattle huddled together in the sunshine usually indicates a fly 
problem as they each try to use their swashing tails to keep flies off each other. 

As each month comes and goes, fences still have to be maintained to keep 
livestock in, though despite our best endeavours some cattle unfortunately got 
into a neighbour’s field of maize after somebody out walking left a footpath gate 
open!  Fields are topped  as bristly unpalatable grasses have grown and seeded 
in grazing fields, all creating jobs in between bringing in the harvest. 

 

Wakely Cox 

6th August 

2021 
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DORSET READING PARTNERS 

 

Could you inspire a child to read? Local charity Dorset Reading Partners is 
recruiting more volunteers to deliver vital literacy support to children in 
primary schools across the area. We don’t simply listen to children read, so you 
will be provided with full training, a DBS check, resources and ongoing support 
from our friendly team. If you’re interested and can spare two hours a week 
over a school year, please contact Juliet on 01305 458515 or visit 
dorsetreadingpartners.org.uk to find out more about this opportunity. 

Church Mouse Stock 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 

River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 

Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 

Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 

Single cards £1.40 

Flower notelets (pack of 4) £3 

 

Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 

 

WANTED! 

We have plans to create a 3rd volume of the popular Church Mouse Cookbooks 
and are after new recipes. 

Do you have any favourite lockdown recipes? 

Have you lived abroad or in another part of the UK and 
would like to share a recipe from that place? 

Please email them to puddletownbenefice@outlook.com 

It doesn’t matter what measurements or temperatures 
they are submitted in. 

Please do not copy directly from a cookbook or internet 
page for copyright reasons. Maybe tweak the recipe to 
make it “your own”. 

Thank you! 
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July 2021    

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

50.70 mm 

474.30 mm  

2020 Rainfall for the month 

2020 Cumulative for the year 

30.60 mm 

    477.90 mm  

 

Temperatures 
Max.  32.900 C 

Min.  10.500 C 

2020 
Max 28.90° C 

Min 7.20º C 

Maximum wind speed       13.60 mph 

 

2020       15.20 mph 

Puddletown Weather 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’     altitude 88.39 

metres (somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

Threads through Creation exhibition at 

Salisbury Cathedral  

Salisbury Cathedral is hosting an exhibition entitled Threads through Creation. 

The exhibition comprises 12 textile panels by Devon based textile artist Jacqui 
Parkinson. 

Ms Parkinson took nearly three years to create the panels, which are eight feet 
high and between four and 11 feet wide : they are a vibrant combination of 
quilting, applique and specially dyed fabric including silk and eight million 
stitches.  

The works take as their subject the Christian story of the creation of the world, 
with each panel interpretating verses from book of Genesis, the first book of the 
Bible that tells the 7-day creation story. 

The exhibition runs from Tuesday 17th August 2021 to Sunday 26th September 
2021.  No special tickets are required, just standard Cathedral entry. 

For more information visit www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/events 

http://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/events
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The Puddletown Society needs a 

TREASURER 

The Puddletown Society Committee met in July to discuss the 
future of the society.  Whilst there are currently no plans for a 
Members Meeting (ie the usual talk) we are looking to the future 
BUT, as we are a charity, we cannot legally function by law with-

out a Treasurer.  At present we have no Treasurer.  If anyone would like to vol-
unteer for this role (fairly simple & not too onerous!) we should be extremely 
grateful.  You do not need to be a member of the society.  However, NEW MEM-
BERS are always welcome.  Additionally, if existing or new members would like 
to join the committee we would welcome “new blood”!  

If you are a newcomer to the village and wish to join the society or want to vol-
unteer for the Treasurer role or wish to join the committee then please contact 
the Chairman, John Ridout on 01305 848940 after 5pm. 

 

Janet Ranger-Dennis 

Vice Chairman  

“O be Joyful” as choirs return! 

Many choirs and choral societies have been unable to sing together since March 
2020 but now restrictions are lifting Wareham Choral Society is planning a 
return to music making in September 2021. Their Monday evening rehearsals at 
Lady St Mary’s Church will include the standard Christmas fare including carols 
and excerpts from Handel’s “Messiah” but also an exciting newly commissioned 
work. The “Dorset Jubilate” has been written for the Choral Society by composer 
Philip Singleton, and as well as the familiar words of the Jubilate, it incorporates 
settings of poems by local poet Thomas Hardy – “The Darkling Thrush” and 
“The Oxen” which adds a Christmas feel to the piece due to be first performed on 
4th December 2021 in a concert with Briantspuddle Singers. 

Composer Philip Singleton says: “It is my sincere hope that the “Dorset Jubilate” 
should contain something to appeal to all… and what better to set than poems by 
Thomas Hardy? The Jubilate invites Christians to be joyful and to praise God, 
while Hardy’s poem “The Oxen” takes the form of a pastoral carol-like setting, 
and in “The Darkling Thrush” a lone wanderer on the point of despair finds 
solace in the song of an unseen thrush – suggested here by solo trumpet.” 

Briantspuddle Singers meet on Tuesdays at 7.30 at Briantspuddle Village Hall 
and Wareham Choral Society on Monday evenings at 7.30pm in Lady St Mary’s 
Church, Wareham, and would welcome new members for all voice parts.  

For more information please contact: Andrea Smith, 01929 471412. 
Allanandrea.smith@gmail.com and for further information on Philip Singleton 
please visit: https://composerphil.wixsite.com/home 
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CONTACTS PAGE - Please help us keep these pages up to date by notifying us of 
any changes 

CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 Sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

RETIRED CLERGY Rosie Coldwell  01258 839 214 

 The Revd Sue Turner 07775 710 429 

CHURCHWARDENS Cynthia Metcalfe (Puddletown) 01305 848 043  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 01305 848 552 

 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Vacancy  

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes  01305 849 039 

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS    

Alcoholics Anonymous Alcoholics Anonymous 

Area Parish Council 
Alan Sheppard 

Email:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk  
07771 98 8574 

Mrs A Bendall 

puddletown@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 
01305 849 596 

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Carer’s Association   

Children’s Society Dawn Loveless 01305 849534 

Church Room David Jeffreys 01305 848 211 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY - Run & financed by volunteers. 01305 848 506     

Opening Hours:- 

info@communitylibrarypuddletown.org 

Wednesday: 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

Friday:  10.00am to 12.00pm  

Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker 

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers Alf Justin 01258 839 080 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way 
Julian Hubbuck   

julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

Friends of Puddletown Church Ursula Pomeroy 01305 264 516 

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

mailto:alan.sheppard@oldpuddletown.co.uk
mailto:info@communitylibrarypuddletown.org
mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Anna Bendall 01305 849 596  

Organist   

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 01305 849039 

PCC Treasurer Bob Todd  01305 849 048 

Puddletown Countrywoman’s Club Sylvia Hanby 01305 849 562 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark 

Puddletown Pumpkins Toddler 

Group 
Kelly 07786 916515. 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

Pre –school Laura Evans  

First School (Head Teacher) Mr D Hunwick 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School 
Darren Ayling—Head  

Teacher 
01305 848 293 

Short Mat Bowls   

Sunday Church Creche Vacancy  

Sunday Seekers Lynda Skinner  01305 849 485 

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 
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CONTACTS PAGE - Please help us keep these pages up to date by notifying us of 
any changes 

Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

   

 

Craft Club Teresa Turner 01305 849 060 

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow 
Anna Bendall—Clerk to 

PAPC 
01305 849596 

PCC Secretary Jayne Brayshaw 01305 849 314 

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Streetfair  Annette Pitman 01305 848 219 

Tolpuddle Home Group Simon Dodd 01305 848 171 

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust  
tolpud-

dleoctrust@btinternet.com  
tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com  

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Julia Johnstone, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. 
Julie Batchelor (9amto 6pm 

Jo Augstwick (6pm to 9pm) 

07866 678358 

07852 284357 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton - pdwal-

ton@btinternet.com 
01305 848 034 

Whist Drive Diana Foreman 01305 848 419 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

   

   

   

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS  

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk  
Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure (Southern Electric)  08457 708 090 

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PCSO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Andrew Booth (Chair) 01258 837 284 

Village Hall (Chair) Bernie Cosgrove, 01258 837 152 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS    

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Sheila Ryall 01258 837 504 

   

Athletics (Information) David Pearson 01258 837 057 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Pip Bowell 01258 837 329 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Rose Frost 01258 837 921 

Football (Youths) Andy Brown 07427 503 373 

Gardening Club Sally Dyer 01258 837 061 

Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Sharon Hunt (Head Teacher) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Roy Sach 01258 837 033 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair 01258 837 912 

 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 01258 880 229 

Pilates Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Round Robin Ramblers Ian Bromilow 01258 880 044 

   

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Swimming Club Pat Cowan 01258 880 601 

Tai Chi Brian Burton 01258 839 033 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Richard Hawker 07383 309 037 

Village Hall Sarah Ryan (Chair)  01258 839 230 

 Alison Riddle (Bookings) 01258 837 148 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Sarah Ryan 01258 839 230 

Youth Club (8-13 years) Joanne Miller 01258 881 496 
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St John’s Church 

Tolpuddle—September 

2021 

By the time you read this the school holidays 
will be drawing to a close and the new school 
year looming- with new schools, new 
teachers and many changes. Hopefully life 
will be more normal as the vaccination 

programme seem to be keeping the virus under some sort of control, for which 
we thank the NHS and scientists. The church services are now a little more 
normal, as we can sing a couple of hymns inside (a little challenging while 
wearing a mask!) and we need not be so strict about distancing.  This has of 
course been very difficult for Sarah to enforce but we are trying to respect her 
advice. 

So what is happening in St John’s? We have had a very busy summer with the 
Glamping initiative- and have had some wonderful reviews on AirBnB- we are so 
grateful to Mandy, Marion, Fi and Jayne who have worked so hard, cleaning, 
setting up the beds, preparing the continental breakfast and meeting and 
greeting. This has all given so much pleasure to the holiday makers not to 
mention making some much needed funds.  

The services have continued their regular pattern – though sadly not well 
attended- there are so many other distractions on a Sunday morning. I do 
suggest you give it a try – particularly on Sunday September 5th at 9.30am 
when we are having our Harvest Festival. On  Sunday September 19th we will 
be holding a regular Communion Service and then Go Fourth on September 
26th at 10.00am. If anyone wants to feel a little more involved with this latter 
service we would welcome others to join our lay team. 

As regards events: we will have held our first official TEC ( Tolpuddle Events 
Committee) function- the Summer Sizzle—and now look forward to the Fish 
and Chip Supper on a cruise around Poole Harbour on September 3rd- contact 
Nick and Julie Batchelor ( julie.batchelor@yahoo.com) to see if there are any 
tickets still available. This is kindly sponsored by Matt and Fi Cope of 
Greenslade Pleasure Boats.  

Ride and Stride will be taking to the roads again on Saturday September 11th 
raising funds for Dorset Historic Churches Trust and other charities. Contact 
Hilly ( hlcobban@gmail.com) for a sponsor form as we hope many people will 
join in.  

Then there is Harvest Supper in the Village Hall on Friday October 1st (Jules 
and Camilla Kinder are organising this (juliankinder24@gmail.com) – tickets 
usually sell out very quickly as it is always a fun evening and a good way to meet 
old and new friends. 

We are hoping finally to hold a Bonfire Night on Friday November 5th – by 
which time we will be looking towards Christmas. 

Continued on Page 35 

mailto:julie.batchelor@yahoo.com
mailto:hlcobban@gmail.com
mailto:juliankinder24@gmail.com


34 

Parish Magazine - September 2021 



Parish Magazine - September 2021 

 
35 

So we would like to take this opportunity to wish Phil a speedy recovery, and 
thank him and his team for so carefully managing our Natural Living Church-
yard. We also think and pray for the frail members of our congregation, some of 
whom now find the effort of coming to church a little bit too much. Do let one of 
us know if there is anyone in the village who would appreciate a visit. 

Happy Harvest to you all 

Hilly and Jayne 

Parish Council Update 

 

Puddletown Area Parish Council met in Tolpuddle Village Hall on Tuesday the 
10th August 2021. There are a number of vacancies at present on the Parish 
Council and anyone interested in giving their time to support their community 
should contact the Clerk for further details. Tolpuddle has managed to fill its 
seats on the Council but this would not necessary prevent further Tolpuddle res-
idents from joining if they wish. 

A member of the Tolpuddle community raised concerns about the standards of 
grass cutting and general maintenance at Orchard Meadow. The Parish Coun-
cil’s contractor is struggling with staffing issues at present due to people self-
isolating and did warn that the usual schedule may be a little disrupted. They 
have been asked to prioritise cutting of the grass at the recreation ground so as 
not to disrupt sport, and Orchard Meadow on the run up to the event on the 28th 
August. The Parish Council will monitor grass cutting over the next couple of 
months. The contract is currently only for grass cutting and a once-per-year 
hedge cut at Orchard Meadow. Historically, other maintenance has been carried 
out by volunteer groups in order to keep council tax lower but recently the num-
ber of willing volunteers has deteriorated. This matter will be considered at the 
next budget setting meeting in the autumn. 

The Martyrs Inn in Tolpuddle has successfully been re-nominated as an Asset of 
Community Value. It is always preferable that the pub remains open as a suc-
cessful private business but should its future ever look uncertain, this nomina-
tion allows the Parish Council or any other community group the opportunity to 
raise funds to try to purchase the pub. 

In September, the Council is considering which other local community assets to 
nominate as Assets of Community Value. Currently, the Martyrs Inn is the only 
one nominated. The Parish Council would welcome input from the local com-
munity into this discussion. 

All Parish Council meetings are open to members of the public but the Parish 
Council is aware that not everyone will feel comfortable attending a face-to-face 
meeting yet. Residents who wish to comment on any agenda item or raise a local 
issue may contact the Clerk if they prefer by emailing puddletown@dorset-
aptc.gov.uk. 
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150 Club 2021—Draw 

In aid of the Tolpuddle Village Hall Development 
Fund  
The new 150 club is now underway and the first draw has taken place.   It is 
drawn live on the Tolpuddle Facebook Community page with results published 
here as well. 

2021 1st (£20) 2nd (£15) 3rd (£10) 

July Medea Gravelle Rosie Foreman Lonn Margaret Ricketts 

Tolpuddle Village Meetings are being held 

again! 

The next village meeting is to be held on Thursday 23rd September at 7.00pm in 
the Village Hall. 

These meetings (which had been suspended due to covid restrictions) are usually 
lively, informal and well attended. It is an excellent way to find out what is going 
on in the village, ask questions and meet fellow villagers.  

The twice yearly meetings are in addition to the Parish Council meetings and are 
held because we are a multi-parish PC. 

The posts of Chair and Clerk will be vacant - if you are interested in either 
position please contact Nigel Pitman (Chair) or Julia Johnstone (Clerk) directly 
or email Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com for further contact details. 

 

Julia Johnstone (Clerk)   Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

mailto:Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com
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Sparrowhawk on the hunt!  

Sometimes all we glimpse is a dark shape 
swooping fast through the garden, at other 
times we’ve been lucky to see this splendid bird 
of prey perching on our garden fence; once we 
even watched one as it ate its pigeon breakfast 
on our lawn!  

The sparrows in our garden have bred well this 
year— they have nests in holes and crevices in 
the bungalow’s wooden cladding as well as in 
their purpose-built nestbox ‘terraces’. As the 
new fledglings join their parents in large flocks 
in the garden, it’s not surprising they have 
attracted the attention of sparrowhawks.  The 

sparrowhawks can 
employ different hunting techniques; sometimes 
they will reach speeds of 50 kph as they swoop on 
their prey, other times they will wait in the hedge 
for an ambush.  They don’t exclusively feed on 
sparrows, any small bird will do, with the larger 
female birds sometimes catching birds up to 
pigeon size. According to the RSPB, 120 different 
prey species have been recorded. 

I know some people find it distressing to see a 
young bird taken by a predator, but for a ‘top 
predator’ such as a sparrowhawk to thrive there 
must be a healthy sparrow population. I know 
many of the sparrows in my garden have three 
broods over the summer - if all the fledglings 

survived there wouldn’t be enough food or nest holes for them; the sparrowhawk 
picking off the weakest ensures ‘survival of the fittest’ for the sparrows! 

 

Sally Cooke 
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Do you have holiday 

accommodation in 

Tolpuddle? 

We are adding an additional page to 
the village website 
( www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk) as 
this is a busy holiday area with little 
accommodation available. 

It is hoped that this will bring more 
business to the local area and enable 
more holidaymakers to enjoy our 
beautiful countryside. 

Please email 
Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com if 
you have any comments or 
suggestions. 

Julia Johnstone 

 

http://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
mailto:Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com
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Milborne St Andrew’s Church News 

Goodbye to Rosie 
I am sure the other church’s articles will mention our 
farewell to Rosie Coldwell, but as we have been lucky 
that she lives in our village (in fact just down the road 
from me), I want to personally write about her. 

Her farewell ‘tea and cakes’ event, held in Puddletown’s 
Church Room, was attended by people across the 
benefice.   The team did a splendid job in serving cakes 
and drinks.  It was nice to see so many people indoors 
as well.  Both Sarah and Rosie gave speeches and a 
presentation was made to Rosie. 

Rosie has lived in the same bungalow for over 40 years, 
although did spend some time in Yorkshire before 
returning to Milborne St Andrew.   She is well known in 
the village and contributed to so much.  She ran Home 
Groups, organised choirs for special services and helped 
with many children’s events e.g. Christingle, Messy 
Church, Good Friday event, etc.  She attended our PCC 

meetings and contributed to discussions.  She supported social events that our 
Events Committee ran and generally helped where she could. 

She has sold her bungalow and will be moving to Yorkshire to be with her son 
and daughter, who both work for a local charity organisation.  We will miss her 
cheerful face and positive attitude.  Good Luck Rosie. 

I am writing this now that we have ‘come out of lockdown’ and it is exciting to 
be able to remove some of the necessary things put in place to prevent the 
spread of the Covid virus.  I pray that things will continue to improve and that 
we don’t have to go back to all the precautions and systems set in place.  Also, 
that people will feel safe enough to come back to worship in our church – we 
want to welcome all. 

 

Pam Shults 

Churchwarden 
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The Queen’s Green Canopy—Plant a tree for 

the Jubilee 

The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created to 
mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across 
the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee.”  

Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding groups, villages, cities, 
counties, schools and corporates will be encouraged to play their part to 
enhance our environment by planting trees from October, when the tree 
planting season begins, through to the end of the Jubilee year in 2022.  

With a focus on planting sustainably, the QGC will encourage planting of trees 
to create a legacy in honour of The Queen’s leadership of the Nation, which will 
benefit future generations.  

As well as inviting the planting of new trees, The Queen’s Green Canopy will 
dedicate a network of 70 Ancient Woodlands across the United Kingdom and 
identify 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years of service.  

The Queen’s Green Canopy is an inclusive national initiative, meaning that 
everyone from across the United Kingdom can get involved. Whether you’re an 
individual hoping to plant a single sapling in your garden, a scout group 
planting a large tree or a City Council intending to plant a whole avenue of trees 
to mark The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, our pages will provide the information 
you need to plan and deliver your project. 

The planting of new trees across the United Kingdom may take the form of: 

Individuals planting trees on their private land. 

Corporates and businesses planting trees on their land and creating tree 
planting projects with employees.   

Platinum Jubilee Community Planting projects for youth groups, 
Parishes, Residents’ Associations. 

A Platinum Jubilee Avenue of medium-sized or large trees ideal for cities, 
large estates, new housing developments 
and parishes.  

A Platinum Jubilee Copse on private 
land or land allocated by the County or 
Council. 

A Platinum School Tree: on school 
grounds involving students and teachers.  

From October, you can add your Jubilee 
tree to The Queen's Green Canopy map.  

To get involved or for further information 
look at https://queensgreencanopy.org 

Marion Bishop 
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SUDOKU—AUGUST 2021 

The answers to last month’s sudoku puzzle—medium level of difficulty. 
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September Wordsearch—The Parable of 

the Weeds (Matthew 13.24-30) 

Ever wonder why there is both good and evil allowed in this world?  Jesus 
told a parable that touched on this subject – it is called the Parable of the 
Weeds.  It runs like this:  Consider the world as if it were a field where a 
Farmer has sown good seed.  But then an enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat. So when the wheat came up, so did the weeds.  What to 
do?  Instead of destroying the weeds, and thereby risking the wheat, the 
Farmer tells his reapers to wait and let both wheat and weeds grow together 
until the harvest.  At the harvest he will instruct the reapers to gather up the 
wheat, but to discard the weeds.  So do not despair when evil seems to thrive 
in this world – there is a reckoning still to come, and justice will be done. 

22 words from this text are buried below for you to find. 
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Friends of Salisbury Cathedral – Secret 

Gardens of the Close and Green Fair 

The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral’s Secret 
Gardens of the Close event returns in 
September and this year there’s a new 
attraction. 

The event, which enables the public to visit 
gardens in Salisbury Cathedral Close that are 
normally hidden from view, will include a green 
fair comprising a dozen stalls with an eco-
friendly theme. 

Secret Gardens of the Close & Green Fair takes 
place on Sunday September 12 from 1pm to 
5pm. 

As well as touring some of the larger gardens in 
the Close and De Vaux Place, visitors can enjoy 
tea and cake on the lawn of South Canonry, the 
home of the Bishop of Salisbury. 

The green fair stalls include Harnham Water 
Meadows Trust, Plantlife and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, whose representatives 
will be explaining what they do and how the public can get involved. 

Salisbury Florilegium Society will be hosting an exhibition of members’ 
botanical paintings in the Medieval Hall and musical entertainment will be 
provided by recorder group Close Consort, whose members will be playing in a 
number of the gardens. 

Friends’ chairman Duncan Glass said: “The Friends are very much looking 
forward to holding our Secret Gardens of the Close afternoon following the 
disappointment of having to cancel last year due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 
“The green fair will enhance this popular event and we look forward to 
welcoming everyone to our flagship event.” 

Tickets for Secret Gardens of the 
Close & Green Fair are £10 (under
-16s free), and are available at the 
event. 

For more details, contact the 
Friends’ office on 01722 555190. 

 

Pictures copyright Katharine 

Shearing. 
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Tolpuddle Coffee & Chat 

 

For those ladies new to the village of Tolpuddle, several of us have coffee on a 
Tuesday morning 11am—12noon.   Currently we are meeting at Orchard Meadow 
and taking our own coffee.  Hopefully when the pub opens we will be able to 
meet there again as we always used to. 

Join us for a chat, introduce yourself and make some friends.   

Drop in to the park, if the day is dry, and especially if it’s sunny, we will be there 
but we may be round the corner in the shade!  All are welcome. 

Penny Ruddock 

In praise of motorway services  

 

What have you got in common with the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and Eric 
Clapton?   

You have all visited the Watford Gap Services on your way up or down the M1. 

Back in the early 1960s, the M1 transformed the way that bands could travel, 
and visiting the service station was an integral part of their trip. In the 60 or so 
years since motorway services opened, they have also become part of life for tens 
of millions of us.   

Motorway services not only provide a much-needed break from the road, they 
are also a great place for people-watching. All sizes, shapes and varieties of 
people can be found in one. As one journalist put it: “a motorway service station 
is the ultimate human zoo.” 

Not everyone used motorway services back in the 1960s. Many people just 
pulled over onto the hard shoulder and unpacked a picnic. There was even the 
true story of the family who pulled their car onto the central reservation of the 
motorway to have lunch – and survived to tell the tale. 

Motorway services also confused people. One distraught couple, heading north, 
reported their car had been stolen. The police found they had crossed the 
pedestrian bridge, and then could not find their car in the south-bound car park. 

Today there are 111 service stations in the UK. The law states that they must not 
be more than 28 miles apart, or 30 minutes of travelling time. By law, they must 
provide two hours of free parking, free toilets, and a free play area for children. 

The first two motorway services were Watford Gap and Newport Pagnell, both of 
which opened in early November 1959, along with the M1. 

Courtesy of Parish Pump 
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 Batty about Bells 

Could it be YOUR perfect activity? 

 
Bell ringing is FUN and with 40,000 ringers in over 6,000 towers is suitable for 
all ages (10 + yrs) – individuals, couples, families or groups: for all faiths and 
none and you don’t need to be musical, mathematical or strong! 

enjoyable and satisfying – experience new achievements; 

an exhilarating workout – gentle exercise for mind and body which burns 
calories, tones muscles and relieves stress; 

an easy way to make new friends – enjoy social activities and be part of a 
team and community; 

a great activity at university – or anywhere (mostly UK); 

inexpensive – and be paid for ringing for weddings! 

boosts soft skills : teamwork, leadership, co-ordination, concentration, 
listening and analytical skills; 

an all-weather year round activity which fits in with your other 
commitments; 

full of variety – a centuries old skill using new technology – with endless 
choices and places to visit; 

gives to your community – the soundscape for Sunday services, weddings 
and special events; 

produces a fabulous emotion-stirring sound for people to enjoy; 

it’s the ultimate Heavy Metal : Church bells are the loudest* (unamplified) and 
heaviest musical instruments in the world….and they’re metal!*Ringing 
chambers are usually sound proofed for safe noise levels. 

Would you like to come and watch or give it a try?   

(under the supervision of an experienced teacher) 

You are lucky enough to have bell ringers near you and most towers welcome 
new ringers of all ages. (Pop along on a Thursday evening to Puddletown Church 
at 6 p.m.) 

 

For more information contact Robin Mears or to find a ringing 
teacher near you go to http://ringingteachers.org/get-involved/learn
-ring-art 

http://ringingteachers.org/get-involved/learn-ring-art
http://ringingteachers.org/get-involved/learn-ring-art
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Dewlish Church Notes 

 

OUR Harvest Festival this year has been 
brought forward by a month, to Sunday 5th 
September at 6.00pm. Please make a note of this 
in your diary because we would love to see you at 
the service. We would be very grateful, too, for 
any gifts or donations so that we can make our 
service one of great thankfulness for all of God’s 
wonderful bounty. 

As last year, produce will be sold the next afternoon outside the church from 
2.30pm. We are still in uncertain times with regard to coronavirus so we have 
decided not to have the Harvest Supper this year. 

Jim is cycling once again for the Dorset Historic Churches Trust and our 
church, so he will be calling round the village with his collection box! We would 
be most grateful to anyone else who would like to participate in the cycling (or 
running and walking for that matter!) on Saturday 11th September. Please contact 
Jim (Tel: 01258 837466) if you would like to join in as well. Many thanks. 

 

Daphne  Burg 

Children and tea-drinking 

 

Put the kettle on. Children should begin to 
drink tea from the age of four, in order to 
combat later stress, obesity and heart disease. 

So says the results of a recent study which 
appeared in the Nutrition and Food 
Technology journal. It says that green tea and 
the more traditional black tea contain 
compounds which can aid concentration and cognitive function. 

As one doctor said, “Including three cups of black tea daily as a part of a healthy 
lifestyle could help to preserve physical and mental health in childhood… and 
into old age.” 

Parents could offer tea as a substitute for sweet and sugary drinks for children. 

Courtesy of Parish Pump 
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Do you subscribe to this Parish Magazine? 

 

Most of our readers do and that means they receive it 

every month directly through their own letterbox. 

 

It is by far the easiest way to obtain a copy. 

 

The new subscription year commenced on  

 1 January 2021  -  but you can start anytime! 

 

And best of all, the whole year subscription is only £7. 

 

If you have enjoyed reading this issue – 

 make it a regular thing! 

 

Contact a member of the Distribution Team 

 listed on Page 3 for more details. 



Parish Magazine - September 2021 

 
59 

Services in the Benefice September 2021 

5th September   Harvest Festival 

Psalm 126, Joel 2.21-27, Matthew 6.25-33  

 9.30am Harvest Festival Communion Tolpuddle 

 9.30am Celebrate Harvest Milborne St Andrew 

11.00am Harvest Festival Communion Puddletown 

 6.00pm Harvest Festival  Dewlish 

12th September Trinity 15 

Psalm 19, Philippians 4.4-7, Matthew 7.7-12  

 9.30am Parish Communion Milborne St Andrew 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

19th September  Trinity 16 

Psalm 1, Ephesians 3.14-21, Mark 6.30-44  

 9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

 9.30am Worship in Stillness Milborne St Andrew 

11.00am Parish Communion & Baptism Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

Saturday 25th September 

2.00pm 
Marriage of Neil Dayment and Gemma 

Pearson  
Dewlish 

26th September Trinity 17 

Psalm 100, 2 Chronicles 31.5-6, Luke 19.1-10  

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

 9.30am Parish Communion  Milborne St Andrews 

11.00am 1662 Morning Prayer Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

 

MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 

9.00 a.m.) On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman 

(sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the link 

(Please note that the calendar of services is subject to change) 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com
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