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Monday Puddletown Tuesday Milborne St Andrew 

Wednesday Dewlish Thursday Tolpuddle 

Saturday Puddletown   

Morning Prayer—Monday through Thursday   8.15am, Saturday 9.00am 

Services in the Benefice— February 2020 
2nd February – Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

Psalm 24, Hebrews 2.14-18, Luke 2.22-40  

 9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

 9.30am Celebrate….. Milborne St Andrew 

11.00am Parish Communion & Holy Baptism Puddletown Church Room 

11.00am 1662 Morning Prayer Dewlish 

 4.00pm Messy Church Milborne Sports Club 

9th February – 3rd Sunday before Lent 

Psalm 112, Isaiah 58.1-9a, Matthew 5.13-20  

 8.15am 1662 Said Communion Puddletown 

 9.30am United Methodist Service Tolpuddle 

 9.30am Parish Communion Milborne St Andrew 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown Church Room 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

16th February – 2nd Sunday before Lent 

Psalm 136.1-9, 23-26, Romans 8.18-25, Matthew 6.25-34  

 9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

 9.30am 1662 Morning Prayer Milborne St Andrew 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

Thursday 20th February 

12.00noon Lunchtime Communion Puddletown 

23rd  February – Sunday Next before Lent 

Psalm 2, Exodus 24.12-18, Matthew 17.1-9  

 9.30am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

 9.30am Parish Communion Milborne St Andrew 

11.00am 1662 Morning Prayer Puddletown 

11.00am Family Communion Dewlish 

26th February – ASH WEDNESDAY  

Psalm 51.1-18, Isaiah 58.1-12, Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21  

6.30pm 
United Benefice Holy Communion 
with imposition of ashes 

Milborne St Andrew 
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JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday 22nd February at 

2pm 

Puddletown Village Hall 

In aid of St Mary’s Church 

Bells 
Donations welcome of all clothes, bric-a-brac & 

household goods (Sorry - NO books). 

Please ring Hazel Barrett for collection or drop off at 

16a Mill Street. 

Call 01305 848588 and leave a message and phone 

number. 

Many thanks for your help towards the restoration 

of the church bells 
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This month’s cover photo:  Building works inside St John’s, Tolpuddle, just 
before Christmas 2019.  Photograph John Taylor. 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by 
the Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to 
advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Produced by Weatherbury Media Services, 01305 848 427. 
Printed by LA Digital Print 01202 980103 
Copy deadline for the March 2020 magazine is Wednesday 5th 
February 2020. 

Annual Advertising Rates to end June 2020 (Sizes are cm) 

Eighth Page -   (6.00 x 4.40)        - £48.00 
Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - 

£130.00 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) 

                           (12.26 x 4.20)(L)  
Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - 

£180.00 £71.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
 editor@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Advertising Manager Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddle@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
01258 837 316 

dewlish@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Milborne Editor John Wright 
01258 839 090 

         milborne@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes 
01305 849 039 

puddletown@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Tolpuddle Editor Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddle@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Distribution C0-0rdinators Jan O’Mara 

Clare Campbell 

01305 848 551 

01305 849 295 

subscriptions@parishmagazine.org.uk 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848464 



4 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 

 
 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 

 
57 

St Mary’s, Puddletown — February 2020 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

2nd Dawn Loveless Diane Richardson 

9th Family Service Team  

16th Cynthia Metcalfe Shirley Parker 

23rd Jean Jeffreys Ursula Pomeroy & Sally Belsten 

Flowers 

2nd TBC Candlemas 

9th TBC 
  

16th Heather Mears 
 

23rd Heather Mears In Memory of Lola Mears 

Brasses  

None  in February 

PCC Charity Donations 

Please give prayerfully and generously 

Lent Bishop’s Fund for Sudan 

Mothering Sunday Mosaic 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest R.A.B.I . And Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 
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THE VICAR’S LETTER 

Forming new habits 

Lent begins towards the end of the month. Have you 
thought about how you might keep this season of 
penitence and fasting?  

The point of self-denial is not to give up the things one 
likes for the sake of it or solely to make oneself feel 
deprived, but in order to deepen one’s spiritual life 
and relationship with God. 

When Christians fast – whether that be giving up 
meals, chocolate, alcohol, social media, television or 

something else entirely – the purpose is to shift the focus from ourselves to God. 
Each time Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, he was able to counteract the 
temptation by returning to the teachings of Scripture. In doing this, he was 
revealing that God was more important than pleasing himself or anyone else. He 
broke the power of the invitations to turn stones into bread, to jump off the 
temple and to have the wealth of the world each time by turning to God’s Word. 
It was a positive choice and decision. 

Scientific research has shown that it is far easier to break a bad habit, if we are 
able to put a good one in its place. This can work in all sorts of circumstances. 
Perhaps next time you are tempted to go for some unhealthy snack, you might 
choose an apple or a carrot. The more you make this choice, the easier it 
becomes. The old habit is replaced by the new one. Rather than focussing merely 
on the negative of what you can’t have, the positive message of having something 
that is good for you reinforces the new habit. 

We can make this work for our faith too. What bad habit would you like to 
reframe? Perhaps God is pushed out of your daily life, because everything else 
takes over. How about setting the alarm ten minutes earlier to make more time 
or turning the telly on fifteen minutes later in the evening? Or maybe you’ve got 
out of the habit of coming to join the Christian community for worship each 
week in church. Why not make this the Sunday you turn that around? Or if 
you’re not able to get to church, why not enquire about having communion at 
home? The Bible sits gathering dust on your bookshelf because you’ve not 
opened it for a while and think it’s hard to understand. Why not read a chapter 
of a Gospel each day? There’s that person that you find it hard to love . . . find 
something positive about them each time you get those negative thoughts. Or 
pray for them – I know from experience how that can help change one’s attitude 
about someone. Upset by the negativity that is shown on social media – perhaps 
your new habit could be to write only positive things that build up and 
encourage others rather than drag them down. 

There are so many new habits we can form, and Lent is a great time to think 
about doing this. Every time we replace an old, ungodly habit with something 
more like the attitude of Jesus, we continue our transformation into becoming 
the person God wants us to be. 

Continued on Page 7 
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Dewlish Church Notes 

Our church’s Christmas Bazaar went really well with 
some very generous donations to the stalls. Thank you 
very much to everyone for your support. We raised £450, 
a really good sum, and a great help towards our annual 
expenses of around £11,000. 

Unfortunately, we were unable to sing carols at the pub 
this year due to illness. We were also feeling very sad after 

the funeral of a very dearly-loved villager, Rod Chutter, whose funeral service 
was held that day. The attendance of over 300 people gave testament to how very 
well loved and respected he was. Our heartfelt condolences go to Jan and the 
family. 

The Carol Service went very well, with the children delighting the congregation 
once again. Thank you, all. Many thanks, as always, to Ed who set up the lights 
and the microphones, and to the wonderful band. Lastly, a big thank-you to Jim 
who, despite having been ill, managed to organise it once again. The collection 
amounting to £157 will be sent to the Children’s Society. 

Our church was beautifully decorated for Christmas. Thank you, ladies – and 
Jim – for all your wonderful work. 

Daphne Burg 

Milborne St. Andrew Gardening Club 

Trees and Potatoes 

 
What do you get when you combine trees and potatoes? You get an entertaining 
evening of course! On 20th February in the village hall, Mark Hinkley will talk to 
us about trees in our gardens; should be interesting.  Afterwards, club members 
will be given a seed potato and grow bag so that our potato growing competition 
can begin … yes really … this is serious stuff! The evening starts at 7.30pm so 
why not grab yer dibber and come along and join us.  

For more information about the MSA gardening 
club contact Sally Dyer, 01258 837061. 

 

Mark Johnson  
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Puddletown Pumpkins 

Puddletown Pumpkins Toddler Group meets in Puddletown Village Hall every 
Thursday morning during term time from 10am - midday. 

All babies and toddlers welcome with their parents or carers. £2 per family 
which includes snacks. 

Come and join in with our craft activities and messy play, and drop in to the 
library for stories and songs!   

Being a Christian is not a static state, but one where we are called to be a 
disciple in every aspect of life, becoming more Christ-like each day. It’s a 
journey of discovery and excitement, but one that is so important it also 
demands commitment and sacrifice. Are we bold enough to take that step? 

 

With best wishes 

Sarah  
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Lent 2020 

As the magazine goes to press, there are still things to be confirmed but during 
Lent there will be the following opportunities offered: 

Ash Wednesday 26th Feb. 6.30 p.m. Milborne St Andrew church 

Holy Communion with imposition of ashes  

Mondays from 2nd March 12 noon Royal Oak, Milborne St Andrew 

Come and discuss the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book Saying Yes to Life 
(SPCK, £9.99) over a pint, coffee or lunch – you chose what you order. 
Recommended by the Bishop of Salisbury for parishes to study during Lent this 
year, the book looks at environmental, social and ethical issues and their 
connection to our faith. How can we make a difference for good in our world? 

Tuesdays from 3rd March 7.30 p.m. Puddletown Church Room 

The Greatest Showman film was panned by the critics but loved by millions. 
Rachel Mann has written a Lent Course (From Now On Darton, Longman & 
Todd, £6.99) to help us reflect on how we can face and overcome doubt, 
prejudice and temptation; live more authentic lives and celebrate God’s world 
and each other. We’ll watch the whole film the first week, and then use excerpts 
to aid our discussions after that. 

Thursdays from 5th March 12.30 p.m. Dewlish – various locations 

Lent lunches – delicious soup, bread and cheese in return for a donation to 
charity 

Thursdays 6 p.m. Milborne St Andrew church 

Compline: a quiet, reflective short service for the evening 

Thursdays 6.30 p.m. Dewlish church 

Evening prayer: a said service with a thought for reflection 

Throughout Lent times and place to suit 

Come and have a one-to-one chat with Sarah about your spiritual life: where it’s 
at now and how you might go deeper in your relationship with God.  

Contact Sarah (01305 848784; sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com) for more 
information about any of the above or to book a one-to-one appointment. There 
will be opportunities to order the books for the Monday and Tuesday sessions 
through Sarah later this month and during the first half of February). 

about:blank
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Vocal Harmony Workshop 

In this special workshop, Windborne will teach songs from their album Song on 
the Times, alongside folk songs from other cultures collected on their travels. 
All the songs and harmonies will be taught by ear by Windborne singers Jeremy, 
Lynn, Will and Lauren. 

Places £5. Suitable for all ages, with no previous experience required. 

Why not visit The Royal Oak in Milborne St Andrew for dinner and a drink 
between the workshop and show? Booking is advised. 

www.windbornesingers.com  

January 2020 Wordsearch—Epiphany—The 

Answers  

King, Jews, star, east, worship, magi, wise, men, baby, Jesus, Epiphany, Arabia, 
Felix, Gaspar, Melchior, Balthasar, Gold , Frankincense, myrrh, kingship, Isaiah, 
nations, Herod, kill, Bethlehem. 

 
 Did you find the 25 words shown? 

http://theroyaloakmilborne.co.uk/
http://www.windbornesingers.com/


50 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 

Mazymeg and the Honeybees 

Angel Heart Theatre 

Wed 19th Feb 2020, 4:00pm 

Milborne St Andrew Village Hall, Blandford Forum 
DT11 0JX 

Standard Ticket £7, Under 18s £5. Family ticket £20 

Telephone booking: Angela Johnson 01258 839060 

Albert lives alone with his beloved honeybees on Dartmoor, a mysterious land 
where nothing is as it seems. One day a stranger appears and steals Albert's bees 
and it's as though the light has gone from Albert's world. But a second visitor 
comes to his cottage - a little Pisky, called Mazymeg. She promises to find his 
bees, for she knows who the stranger is: Dark Dewer, the wicked wizard. ('Tis 
said on Dartmoor that to get lost is to be 'pisky-led'.) 

Lose your way with Mazymeg and a host of strange and funny characters, as she 
tries to bring home Albert's bees. Weaving threads of Devon folklore, an original 
soundtrack by Dartmoor musicians and shape-shifting puppetry, this is Angel 
Heart's most enchanting show yet. 

Suitable 3+ 

www.angelhearttheatre.com 

www.artsreach.co.uk  

Windborne: Song on the Times 

This stunningly powerful close harmony vocal group of four from New England 
shifts effortlessly between dramatically different styles of traditional music. 
Whilst remaining deeply rooted in American folk singing traditions, their 
musical knowledge spans many continents and cultures. They have collected and 
studied polyphonic vocal music for over 15 years from traditional singing 
masters from cultures around the world and are as comfortable with an 
improvised Corsican couplet song as an English ballad. 

Song on the Times is a project that collects music from working class 
movements for peoples’ rights in the US and UK over the past 400 years, and 
sings them again for the struggles of today. 

The four share a vibrant energy onstage, their connection to each other and to 
the music clearly evident. Entertaining with stories about the music, Windborne 
explain the characteristics and stylistic elements of the traditions in which they 
sing. 

The group was catapulted to new heights when a clip of them singing in protest 
outside Trump tower went viral, and their crowdfunding project raised 1,600% 
of its goal from 2,600 people in every State and 22 countries. 

Continued on Page 51 
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 St. Mary’s Church  

Events—February  
It seems a long time ago now but this is the 
first opportunity to report back to you on our 
Christmas activities.   

An intrepid group gathered together to make 
wreaths that would be sold at the annual 
Christmas Fair the following weekend.  I 
believe all had a good time.  The Christmas 
Fair itself was a great success and raised 
nearly £1000.00.  Many people came to 
browse the stalls and join us for coffee and a 
homemade biscuit. 

The carol and crib services were well attended, 
the latter bringing in many small shepherds 
and angels! 

Messy Church This will take place in 
Milborne St Andrew Sports Hall  on Sunday 2nd 
February.  There will be activities, crafts, songs, 
games, a bible story and prayers followed by 
tea.  An adult must accompany children.  
Please note the change of venue. 

Pop-in Coffee Mornings  These take 
place every Thursday from 10am to 12noon, everyone is welcome.  Rosemary 
will bring her card stall on the 6th February. 

Mid-day communion This will be at 12noon in the  Church room on the 
20th February. 

The Monthly Village Lunch will be held on Monday 10 th February  We 
shall be serving Fish Pie followed by a selection of delicious puds.  12noon to 
1.30pm in Puddletown Village Hall.  Please contact Sheila on 849193 or Jean on 
848211 if you haven’t already booked or if you have to cancel. 

Do you need five minutes peace from the busyness of your 
day? 

Our village churches in Puddletown, Dewlish, Milborne St. Andrew and 
Tolpuddle are open daily for solace and reflection. 

‘Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you’. Psalm 55.22  

http://www.angelhearttheatre.com/
http://www.artsreach.co.uk
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ROUND ROBIN RAMBLERS 

The local villages walking group 

Walks are normally held on the first Sunday and the third 
Wednesday of each month.  

Please join us as we enjoy exercise, good company and the wonderful Dorset 
countryside. Any questions, please feel free to contact: Ian Bromilow, 01258-
880044. 

Please note: 

WHO   All welcome including well-behaved dogs and their responsible  
  owners.  

  No pre-booking required just turn up. 

WEAR Suitable clothing for wet conditions and location, walking boots  
  or Wellington boots.  

BRING Waterproofs and refreshments (packed lunch on Wednesdays). 

PACE   We go at the pace of the slowest. 

TERRAIN  Expect mud, inclines and stiles.  

AIM  Keep fit, enjoy the Dorset countryside and each other’s   
  company. 

LEGAL We look after one another but in the end you are responsible for 
  yourself. 

SUNDAY 2nd February - 1:30 pm (note earlier starting time during 
winter) 

Bonsley Common, Turnworth 

Meet at Okeford Hill car park. 

Grid reference: ST 812093 on OS Explorer Sheet 117 (approx. 4.5 miles) 

 

WEDNESDAY 19th February - 11 am  

Maiden Newton & Cattistock 

Meet at St Mary’s Church, Maiden Newton 

Grid reference: ST 596979 on Explorer Sheet 117 (approx. 6.5 miles) 

Bring a packed lunch. 

 

SUNDAY 1st March - 2 pm 

Fifehead Neville 

Meet near the church in Fifehead Neville 

Grid reference: ST 769110 on OS Explorer Sheet 129 (approx. 4.5 miles) 
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Puddletown Countrywomen’s Club 

 

The Puddletown Countrywomen’s Club meets on the third Wednesday of every 
month at 2.30pm in St. Mary’s Church Room. So look out for our 
posters in the village.  

All ladies (and gentlemen) from Puddletown and neighbouring villages are 
cordially invited to join us for our February meeting on:  

Wednesday 19th February at 2.30pm—St. Mary’s Church Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorset Snippets by Richard Baker 

The Puddletown Countrywomen’s Club is a community based social group 
providing some company and education. A programme of speakers for the year 
will be announced at this meeting. In July there will be an outing and at 
Christmas a festive lunch. 

The present members will be delighted to meet new ladies and gentlemen from, 
not only Puddletown, but any of the surrounding villages, so put the date in your 
diary and try something new in 2020.  

This month’s cover photo…….. 

This month’s photo, taken by John Taylor, is the scaffolding inside St John’s, 
Tolpuddle during the major works which took place there in November/
December.  The electrics were condemned in January 2018 and it took 22 
months to get a faculty granted.  The work included all new wiring, new lighting, 
new heating and a new sound system. In short the church is bright, almost warm 
and sounds good!  Grants covered 50% of the cost and fundraising (special 
thanks to Heather Saunders) covered the rest.  There will be a “commissioning 
lunch” on Thursday February 13th in the church at noon.  All are welcome. 
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As they say ‘if you can’t beat it join it’ 
and it certainly seems true of the wet 
weather. The children (well most of 
them) love being outside and if there’s 
a puddle they have to be in it. They’ve 
run in it, jumped in it, ridden bikes 
through it, pushed cars through it and 
tried to leap across it. The leaping 
wasn’t so successful as it seems 2, 3 
and 4 year olds jump up and down 
rather than leap forward and 
demonstrating with a child holding 
both hands meant landing in rather 
than over the water. The things a 

preschool helper has to do! And of course there 
is the dressing and undressing, drying of clothes 
and washing of muddy waterproofs to do. Even 
with all this it has to be said we love our jobs and 
feel it is fantastic to be able to share with our 
parents the antics and characters we see every 
day. 

This term we are looking at ‘books’ including all 
sorts of things that have writing in them. This is 
to encourage the children to look for letters of 
their name, retell their favourite stories, and 
understanding that writing has a meaning. We 
have started by asking children to bring a book 
from home to share. I found out a book I had as 
a child about farm animals which must be nearly 
60 years old now; I wonder if any of you have 

     still got books you had as a child. 
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Puddletown Football Club - Season So Far 

In July, the club began pre-season training which was extremely well attended 
with over 45 players, old and new, joining us on Wednesday evenings to regain 
fitness for the new season. 

Having won promotion last season the club had high hopes to continue our good 
work into the new season. Due to popular demand, we entered a reserve side in 
the Dorset League for the 2019/20 season to enable more young players to have 
the chance to play the adult game locally. 

As a club we have been very lucky this year with sponsors; REDIFINE HAIR 
STUDIO POUNDBURY (01305  262652) were very generous and bought two 
complete kits for the teams , many thanks to Emma and Graham Hill. Also 
thanks must go to Helen, Roly and Staff at the BLUE VINNY PUDDLETOWN 
(01305 848228) who provide the first team and the visiting team post match 
hospitality and food. 

 

Redefine Hair Studio 
handing over the new kit 
(L-R)Graham Hill, Barry 
Knight, Steve Brown, 
Emma Hill, Pete 
Laurence, Dan Belt and 
Dave Knight  

 

 

 

At the time of writing (Christmas week) we are in a very good position. The 
reserves, most weeks playing with 7 or 8 16 year olds, are adapting to adult 
football very well under the stewardship of Jon Palmer, Andy Fowler and Alan 
Knight. They are picking up some great results in the league and reached the 
quarter final of the Dorset Minor Cup. 

The First Team have only lost one game in the league so far and are currently 9 
points clear at the top of the league. They travel to Pymore of the Perry Street 
League in the quarter final of the Dorset Junior Cup. As once famously said, 
"Nothing is won at Christmas" so we need to maintain this great form into the 
new year. 

We must thank Steve Brown for this continued improvement ; as our head coach 
he organises the complete training schedule for the whole squad, carries out 
secretary duties as well as running the first team (assisted by Barry and Dave 
Knight).  

In December, the club was awarded the FA Charter Standard Award. Effectively, 
this means that a committee from the FA looks into the club to ensure we have 
all the correct procedures, such as coaches, first aiders, welfare and accounts etc.  
This is a very hard award to get and the club is very proud to have achieved this.   

Continued on Page 17 
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In future, enquiries about Orchard Meadow should be made to the Parish Clerk, 
Anna Bendall on 01305 849596. 

Winter work party – Sunday 9th February 2020 
Work will include pruning the apple trees and tidying up the path edges. If you’d 
like to join us for some fresh air and exercise all you need is suitable shoes/boots 
and some gardening gloves if you have them. We'll provide tools as well as hot 
drinks, squash and homemade cake. No experience needed. See you there! 

For further information contact Rob Brunt on 01305 848383. 

  

Milborne St Andrew’s Church News 

 

I think that we have all recovered from the hustle and bustle of Christmas and 
the New Year celebrations but I still hold fond memories of it all.  Thanks to 
Sarah and all those involved with arranging and running events and services, 
that all went as planned and a wonderful time was had by everyone.  My 
favourite memories are those of walking around our village with a group of 
school children, their parents and some of our congregations singing carols (and 
getting a bit wet).  The money raised went to Julia’s House charity. 

Another fond memory is of the excitement and joy on the faces of the children 
(and some grown-ups) who came to the Christingle service.  Sarah makes this 
service not only fun but she also ensures that the children enjoy themselves and 
find out about the real meaning of Christmas. My thanks also go to the team of 
helpers, who supported the children and provided food after the service. 

Looking forward, as we prepare for Lent, there is a lot of preparation to be done.  
This must include ongoing reminders as to why Lent is so important to us 
Christians.  I understand that Sarah has arranged sessions and services across 
the benefice.  So, there will be lots going on during Lent which should not be 
missed.   

In Milborne St Andrew on Good Friday we will be running an event for children 
and their families.  Hopefully those who attend will also become more aware of 
the importance of Easter.  This event is open to all children and families from 
the Benefice so please come along.  Watch out for notices on pew sheets or 
posters sent around nearer the time. 

 

Pam Shults 

Churchwarden 
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 To know we are doing things in the right way is peace of mind to the players that 
we have their best interests at the top of our agenda. 

We held a charity and reunion game in May in which the club raised £1100. This 
was split between The Kingfisher Ward Dorchester and The Ronald McDonald 
House Charity, which helps parents stay with their children in hospital. The two 
charities were very close to our hearts as they have helped players from the past 
and present. We hope to run another charity reunion game this early May bank 
holiday with two more charities close to us at the club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We currently publish our fixtures and reports on the Puddletown Football Club 
Facebook page. We provide programmes in the shop and the pub which list the 
monthly fixtures and can be taken home for your reference. Monthly fixture lists 
can also be found on the parish notice boards. We are always looking for more 
support and on first team home games you can see Clive serving refreshments in 
the pavilion during the game. 

 

First Team 21-12-19  

Dan Belt and Barry Knight handing over the cheque 
to a Kingfisher Ward staff nurse  
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Tolpuddle Village Meeting 

The meeting on 7 November was attended by 32 residents. Issues discussed 
include a village survey, Martyrs’ Festival parking, Orchard Meadow, alternative 
uses for the phonebox and the challenges faced by the Parish Council.  

Copies of the minutes are displayed on the village website 
(www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk) in the noticeboards or email 
Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com for a copy. 

The next village meeting is on Thursday 21 May 7.00pm; email 
Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com  

with any items for discussion. 

Nigel Pitman: Chair     Julia Johnstone: Clerk 

After 12 years as Parish Councillor with responsibility for Orchard Meadow I 
have decided it is time for me to step down. I joined the Parish Council when 
Orchard Meadow was nothing more than a rough field and over the years I have 
led fundraising efforts (raising over £150,000!), managed the landscaping and 
installation of play equipment and have assisted in running volunteer work 
parties. Obviously the success of Orchard Meadow would not have been possible 
were it not also for the residents who lobbied for an open space in the village, 
for the committee members of Tolpuddle Open Space Community Association 
and the volunteers of all ages who have helped design, fundraise for and 
maintain the park 
over the last ten 
years. Orchard 
Meadow was 
designed to be a park 
for people of all ages, 
providing a wildlife 
haven, children’s 
play area and a focus 
for local events and 
it’s been great to see 
this happen. I hope 
all Tolpuddle 
residents and visitors 
will continue to 
cherish and enjoy the park.  

Martin Cooke 

Continued on Page 45 

http://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk
mailto:Tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com
mailto:Tolpuddlemeeting@ahoo.com
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The junior Saturday morning football club is still up and running under the 
stewardship of Darren White and Ben Palmer. It runs from 10 - 11:30 and is 
open to all abilities and gender from the age of 4 to 10. For a fun and friendly 
kickabout please contact Darren on 07717854527 or on Facebook  (Puddletown 
Predators Mini Football from 4 yrs). 

Puddletown Football Club wishes you all a great 2020. Thanks to all those who 
help us during the year. We look forward to your support and hope to bring you 
some more great news in our next report. 

Up The Puddle! 

Squad training game between Christmas and new year  

Perhaps this is a little late, but better than never I hope. 

There have been many compliments as to how good the decorations looked this 
Christmas. We are grateful to all those who said as much and we are especially 
grateful to Village Hall committee chairman, Chris Rampton, his wife Pat and 
sister Sarah as well as Scout leader Alf Justin who created the impressive show. 

It is amazing what goes on behind the scenes. 

 

Puddletown Village Hall Committee 



20 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 Parish Magazine - February 2020 

 
41 

Tolpuddle Village – the Straight Eight 

outing. 

 
Our Parish Council has recently initiated discussion about village activities and 
the contribution made through the Churches, Village Hall committees, book 
clubs, village associations and so on, to the quality of life in a village.  There is 
quite a lot going on. 

One of the features of life in Tolpuddle which briefly entertains and makes us 
“hang together” is the annual Straight Eight outing.  I suppose you could say 
that people who come attend the event have at some time or other met in the 
Martyrs Arms.  We hire a coach one late morning in April every year and go out 
for the day on a mystery tour of eight pubs which has been organised in the 
main by Paul Taylor and to some extent, myself.  The forty plus women and men 
do not know precisely what the itinerary is until they get on the coach but we 
arrange to have lunch and enjoy each other’s company.  The aim of the outing is 
sociability and we have been joined by others who come by car to meet us in the 
pub in which we have lunch. 

The Straight Eight has been going out in this way since 2011 and therefore the 
2020 event will be the tenth!  Where will we go?  This is a secret but it has to be 
so arranged that we do not spend too long on any one coach journey although 
our visits have got us into Wiltshire and Hampshire.  We cannot list all the 
seventy plus pubs we have been to but please find listed the directions our 
outings have taken us. 

2011 The Piddle Valley    2012    The Isle of Purbeck 

2013 Wimborne & Up Wimborne 2014    The Brit Valley 

2015    The Blackmore Vale  2016    Shaftesbury & into Wiltshire 

2017    The Jurassic Coast  2018   Cerne Abbas & the Giant  

2019    S/East Dorset/Hampshire 2020    ?? 

 

We are all set for our tenth anniversary outing.  So, if you see Paul Taylor get 
your name down, now!    

 

Tony Gould, Tolpuddle.           
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Puddletown Society 

Meeting report 8 January 2020 
 

Members listened to a talk by Linda Purr who is a “Safe & Well” 
administrator with Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service. 

Linda’s offering was light-hearted but contained serious messages. Across the 
country several thousand fires are caused by things such as faulty or misused 
electrical appliances – such as overloading multi-socket boards as warned about 
in the user instructions – flat or missing smoke alarm batteries, candles, 
cigarettes (especially when smoked in bed) and accidents when cooking. 

Linda described the different types and purposes of detectors (smoke, heat and 
carbon monoxide) and how they should be set up and maintained.  The batteries 
should be checked weekly and replaced each year. There are detectors 
containing sealed long life (e.g. 10 year) batteries which even so should be 
checked weekly. The Fire and Rescue Service will install detectors for you if you 
are unable to do it yourself. Special ones are available for those who are deaf or 
hard of hearing (contact 0808 808 0123 for advice). 

As always, prevention is better than cure. Linda described the various problems 
which can occur in the kitchen and elsewhere about the house. At the end of her 
talk she had available leaflets and booklets, which can be obtained from the Fire 
Service, giving more specific information. A small number of freebies were there 
for those who wanted them. They included a “wand” for testing smoke detectors 
and a tea towel listing a range of safety features. 

The Service offer free “safe and well advice” in addition to downloadable leaflets 
via their web site (www.dwfire.org.uk). They offer free home visits by the Safe 
and Well team (contact telephone 0800 038 2323) but check eligibility - again 
via their web site. During the visit they will discuss any apparent risks and help 
with agreeing and escape plan for use in case of fire and fit smoke and heat 
detectors if necessary. 

All who came along agreed that it was a most interesting and instructive evening. 

Ian Miller 

Children’s Society  

The final amount of money collected for the Children’s Society in 2019 from 
house boxes was £787.63 with the addition of donations of £297.00.  This means 
a grand total of £1,084.63.  We have actually exceeded last year’s collection by 
£83.62!  

Well done everyone and a big thank you to one and all on behalf of the 
Children’s Society.  

Dawn Loveless 
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Winners: 100 Club 2019-2020 

In aid of the Tolpuddle Village Hall Development 
Fund  
Monthly draws take place between 11.00 and 12.00 during coffee club, in the 
pub on the last Tuesday of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In aid of the Village Hall development fund.   

2019 1st (£15) 2nd (£10) 3rd (£5) 

December Andrew Turner Bill Oakley Elaine Ogden 

    

  Coffee & Company  

Tolpuddle Village Hall every fourth Saturday 

From 10am – 12noon 

Why not join a friendly group of ladies for coffee and home-

made cake? 

We chat, relax and enjoy each other’s company 

A small contribution of £1 is asked to cover the cost of the 

hall 

For more information please contact Jo on 07852 284357 or 
email Austwickjoanne@gmail.com 



38 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 Parish Magazine - February 2020 

 
23 



24 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 

 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 

 
37 

 

From everyone involved in running the Hall, we wish you a very Happy New 
Year!  

The Committee would particularly like to thank all those who have helped with 
last year’s programme of events, not least those who every year supply 
scrumptious quiches, cakes and other goodies for the Martyrs Festival weekend. 

For the first time last year, we held a Children’s Christmas Party, jointly with the 
Church. It was big success. While the children were entertained with games and 
yummy food - and a surprise visit from Santa - parents were able to take 
advantage of the adult creche (including access to some Festive Cheer!). It really 
is great to have so many children in the village now. 

The Hall Committee is meeting in January to discuss plans and events for the 
year ahead. Our aim is to ensure enough income from private hiring to cover the 
costs of running and maintaining/improving the Hall, so that we can sponsor 
great value community events. There is scope for greater use, especially during 
the day and at weekends. With its modern facilities and reasonable hire rates, 
especially for those in the community, the Hall now makes an excellent venue 
for private functions. 

We also have plans for further improvements. This year we hope to install new 
curtains, thanks to a major donation from the Unite Union. With the 
encouragement of the Parish Council, we are also exploring the installation of 
wifi and an audio visual facility. And we are looking at the possibility of getting 
some grant funding to help us replace our plastic chairs which are now some 
twenty years old and getting rather worn. Plus, we hope to have the outside of 
the Hall painted.  

There always seems a lot to do which is why continued support from the 
community is so vital - and very much appreciated! 

 

 

 

Peter Walton 

Chaiman 
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December2019   

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

162.50 mm 

1168.10 mm 

2018 Rainfall for the month 

2018 Cumulative for the year 

116.70 mm 

603.90 mm 

 

Temperatures 
Max. 14.10 0 C 

Min. -1.50 0 C 

2018 
  Max. 16.40° C 

Min    -2.700 C 

Maximum wind speed     19.00 mph 

 

2018       12.00 mph 

Puddletown Weather 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’     altitude 88.39 metres 

(somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

The Friends of Puddletown Library (FOPL) 

200 Club, December 2019 Draw winners 

1st £40 100 Stephanie Barrowball 

2nd £20  8 Keith Mason 

3rd £10   152 Pam Fleetwood 

Please note the library will now 

close at 5pm on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. 
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St John’s Church, 

Tolpuddle, February 

2020 

Oh dear, the year has started with such 
tragedies around the world - with awful 
fires in Eastern Australia and escalation of 
trouble in the Middle East.  Of course we 
have our own worries in Tolpuddle but 

they are minor in comparison- the future of the pub, various people suffering 
with ill health and controversial planning applications.  However, we at the 
church, are much more positive as the Electrical Contractors hand over our new 
heating, lighting and sound system.  We are so grateful to them for their 
cooperation in opening the church over Christmas, Ray and his mates who 
made it good and the Events Team who managed to get it cleaned up so we 
could welcome crowds of children to the Crib Service and of course John Taylor 
who orchestrated the whole thing. 

Indeed we are holding a soup and roll lunch in St John’s on Thursday Feb 13th 
from 12.00 to which we will invite all those involved with the project 
as well as our regular Coffee and Chat friends and ANYONE else who wants to 
have a look at our newly refurbished church.  This will celebrate the closing of 
the Sparks Appeal but we are still in need of donations for the sound system 
which was installed while the scaffolding was up - this replaced an archaic 
system which was not fit for purpose and now we can use modern technology to 
amplify voices and play music from USBs and CDs . 

We will be holding the usual services every month- with Communion the first 
and third Sundays, the Joint Methodist Service on the second Sunday and Go 
Fourth on the Fourth Sunday- all held at 9.30am. Do come along to one of 
these services to see if it suits YOU. 

What other plans for the year ahead?  Well we are hoping to hold a Midsummer 
Party on Orchard Meadow on June 20th when we will be raising money for the 
church as well as the Chemotherapy Unit at DCH.  We will need lots of help 
with this - we are holding a preliminary planning meeting on Feb 5th at 
6.30pm in the pub- do com e with your  ideas. 

Church Flowers- Marion (07747 104591) will be arranging a rota for the year 
ahead- do you think you might be able to do a week or two?  Contact her for 
more information.  We are looking at less formal arrangements so that anyone 
can give it a try!  We also need more help with general church maintenance – 
contact Hilly(848552) or Julie (848027) 

We do have other ideas as to how we can make our church LIVE so do watch 
out for further announcements. 

 

Hilly and Julie—Churchwardens 
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St Mary’s Middle School 

This year the pupils have been working very hard creating a 
variety of new product designs, it always amazes me how the 
quality improves each year. Year 5 have learnt key woodwork 
skills to create a coat rack which has been personalised with 
their own laser cut components. Year 6 have been faced with 
the challenge of cutting acrylic and creating very smooth 
edges using a polishing mop, their sign products were great! 
Year 7 have learnt how to use a variety of power tools to 

make a mini torch and pencil holder. Year 8 have surpassed themselves with 
their LED lit desk clocks which are always unique and demonstrate a very high 
level of skill.  

In December, eighteen talented year 7 and 8 
pupils carried out an Art enrichment workshop 
at Shire Hall with Jason Wilsher-Mills, a 
nationally recognised artist. The workshop was 
based around disability. The pupils used iPads 
to design and draw characters that linked with 
disabilities. These designs will be used by Jason 
to help him create characters for a virtual reality 
video game, which will have an international 
online presence. This will link and communicate 
with a bronze sculpture, for Eureka! The 
National Children’s Museum. The pupils created 
some fantastic images and Jason was hugely 
impressed with their work ethic and creativity. We wish to thank Jason and the 
Arts Council for giving us this opportunity and look forward to more workshops.  

Last term some KS2 pupils took part in an after
-school STEM club. This has involved making 
lots of different projects such as: Slime, 
Robotic bugs, Windmills and Balloon cars. The 
pupils have really enjoyed learning about and 
putting into practice all the science behind 
making the projects e.g. forces, energy, 
electromagnetism. 

Finally, a big thank you to all who came into 
school in their Christmas jumpers at the end of 
last term, an amazing £209.78 was raised for 
Save the Children! 

 

Darren Ayling—Head Teacher 

Art enrichment at Shire Hall 

Children enjoying STEM Club 
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MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS    

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Sheila Ryall 01258 837 504 

   

Athletics (Information) David Pearson 01258 837 057 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Pip Bowell 01258 837 329 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Rose Frost 01258 837 921 

Football (Youths) Andy Brown 07427 503 373 

Gardening Club Sally Dyer 01258 837 061 

Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Sharon Hunt (Head Teacher) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Roy Sach 01258 837 033 

Nightsabre Dog Training 

Group 
Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair 01258 837 912 

 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 01258 880 229 

Pilates Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Round Robin Ramblers Ian Bromilow 01258 880 044 

   

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Swimming Club Pat Cowan 01258 880 601 

Tai Chi Brian Burton 01258 839 033 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Richard Hawker 07383 309 037 

Village Hall Pam Shults (Chair)  01258 837 203 

 Alison Riddle (Bookings) 01258 837 148 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School 

(Iyengar) 
Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Sarah Ryan 01258 839 230 

Youth Club (8-13 years) Joanne Miller 01258 881 496 
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CONTACTS PAGE - Please help us keep these pages up to date by notifying 
us of any changes 

CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 Sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

RETIRED CLERGY Rosie Coldwell  01258 839 214 

 The Revd Sue Turner 07775 710 429 

CHURCHWARDENS Vacancy (Puddletown)  

 Vacancy  (Puddletown)  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 01305 848 552 

 Julie Bonner (Tolpuddle) 01305 848 027 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Vacancy  

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes  01305 849 039 

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS    

Alcoholics Anonymous Alcoholics Anonymous 

Area Parish Council 
01305 849292  

07407 235798 

Peter Churchill 

Email:peter.churchill.gooner@gmail.com 

Mrs A Bendall 

puddletown@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 
01305 849 596 

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Carer’s Association   

Children’s Society Dawn Loveless 01305 849534 

Church Room David Jeffreys 01305 848 211 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY - Run & financed by volunteers. 01305 848 506     

Opening Hours:- 

Monday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

Friday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm  

Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker 

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers Alf Justin 01258 839 080 

   

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way Phil Drake 01305 848560 

Friends of Puddletown Church Ursula Pomeroy 01305 264 516 

Friends of Puddletown Library Mary Berry 01305 848 557 

 Steven Buck 01305 848 575 

mailto:peter.churchill.gooner@gmail.com


30 

Parish Magazine - February 2020 

DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Paul Langdon 01305 848 307  

Organist Jenny Hansford 01305  849368 

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 01305 849039 

PCC Treasurer Bob Todd  01305 849 048 

Puddletown Countrywoman’s Club Sylvia Hanby 01305 849 562 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark 

Puddletown Pumpkins Toddler 

Group 
Kelly 07786 916515. 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

Pre –school Laura Evans  

First School (Head Teacher) Mr D Hunwick 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School 
Darren Ayling—Head  

Teacher 
01305 848 293 

Short Mat Bowls   

Sunday Church Creche Vacancy  

Sunday Seekers Lynda Skinner  01305 849 485 

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings 
Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Nancy Vincent 01305 848 218 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 
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Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

   

 

Craft Club Teresa Turner 01305 849 060 

  

Orchard Meadow Ann Bendall—Clerk to the 01305 849596 

PCC Secretary Jayne Brayshaw 01305 849 314 

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Streetfair  Annette Pitman 01305 848 219 

Tolpuddle Home Group Simon Dodd 01305 848 171 

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust  
tolpud-

dleoctrust@btinternet.com  

tolpud-

dleoctrust@btinternet.com  

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Julia Johnstone, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. Diana Foreman  01305 848 419 

Village Hall Chairman Peter Walton - pdwal- 01305 848 034 

Whist Drive Diana Foreman 01305 848 419 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

   

   

   

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS  

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk  

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure (Southern Electric)  08457 708 090 

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PCSO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Andrew Booth (Chair) 01258 837 284 

Village Hall (Chair) Bernie Cosgrove, 01258 837 152 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:tolpuddleoctrust@btinternet.com
mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com

