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Front Cover Photos:  Remembrance 2022 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Copy deadline for the December magazine is 3rd November 2023 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2023 (Sizes are cm) 

Eighth Page -   (6.00 x 4.40)                    £53.00 
Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - 

£143.00 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) 

                           (12.26 x 4.20)(L)  
Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - 

£195.00 £78.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Advertising Manager Pam Fleetwood puddletownparishmagads@gmail.com 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
01258 837 316 

 

Milborne Editor John Wright 01258 839 090 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Tolpuddle Editor Marion Bishop 
01305 848 427 

tolpuddleparishmagazine@gmail.com 

 
Distribution C0-0rdinator 

 
Jan O’Mara 

 

01305 848 551 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848 464 
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Telling Stories 
 

The winter months have always been a time for storytelling. 
We can imagine people long ago gathering round fires and 
creating a warm and glowing atmosphere in the midst of the 
deep and dark winter nights, And even now in our twenty-
first century, story plays an important role in the winter, 
albeit often played out on the television rather than through 
a simple storyteller with his or her tale. 

 
November is a month for telling stories. We have All Saints’ Day, where 
Christians remind themselves of the disciples of the past who have made a real 
difference to those around them because of the way they lived out their faith. 
Then there is All Souls’ Day when we remember the faithful departed, often 
calling to mind those whom we have loved but see no longer. The story of Guy 
Fawkes is remembered  on 5th, and of course November is the month for the 
Remembrance Season where we retell horrific and heroic stories from wartime 
years.  
 
We also remember this year the 60th anniversary of one of the greatest 
Christian storytellers of the 20th century – C. S. Lewis. Few people will be 
unfamiliar with the Narnia stories. 
 
Stories are powerful – little wonder that Jesus used many of them to convey 
his teaching. Story-telling is an evocative medium which connects with people 
and their imaginations. Stories provide a way of truth-telling, but also allow 
for different perspectives of the same events to be told. Every human being is 
different and will therefore experience things in a different way from everyone 
else. One way we can begin to understand our brothers and sisters more deeply 
is by listening to their stories. 
 
When did you last feel that your story was heard? What story would you like to 
tell? Whom do you want to listen? 
 
The story of God interacting with the world is a story that began at the start of 
time and continues today. It’s a story that we are writing daily. As we look back 
at stories past this month of November, let us reflect on the story that we too 
are writing.  
 
Some of us are good with words – an obvious tool for telling tales, but we can 
ensure that the stories continue not just through words, but also through the 
other gifts we have such as art and other creative modes. And our actions to 
can often speak so much louder than words. 

 
 

With best wishes 

Sarah 
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The following announcement was made in our churches on Sunday 8th October. 
 
It is with sadness that I have to announce that the Revd Maggie Crosbie will  be 
leaving our benefice between now and Christmas to continue her curacy in the 
parishes of the Shaftesbury Team ministry. This is because the diocese has found 
her housing more suitable to her needs; unfortunately it is too far from here for 
her to be able to commute. We wish Maggie all the best for her future training 
and ministry, and thank her for all that she has done here. Please pray for her 
and for her new training incumbent and parishes. Bishop Stephen of Salisbury 
thanks everyone in the benefice for the part they have played in Maggie's 
training and ministry. 
 
The Revd Sarah Hillman 

 

 

 

 

Bubble Church - A brand new service for young children and their families 
will commence at 4pm on Sunday 10th December in Puddletown Village Hall. 
Please keep a look out for more information on Facebook over the next month. 
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St. Mary’s Church Events - 

November 

Pop-in Coffee Mornings in the Church Room 
are every Thursday from 10am to 12noon.  
Everyone (of any age) is welcome. Good coffee and 
delicious cakes and/or biscuits are always on offer.  
Come and join us for a sociable hour or two. 

 Warm Space This continues every Wednesday 
from 10am to 3pm in the Church room. 

Rosemary’s Card Stall will be at two ‘pop-in’ 
coffee mornings in November.  Thursdays 

November   9th and November 30th The cards are good quality and very 
reasonably priced.  Do come along and have a look. Through the sale of her cards 
Rosemary is helping to support the church room. 

Prayer Group There has been a slight change to the time that the Benefice 
prayer group meets on Tuesdays in Puddletown Church Room. It will now be 
from 10.30 until 11.30am.  All are welcome. 

Childrens Society Boxes These will be emptied and the money counted on 
11th November after the service.  A speaker from the society will talk to us in place 
of a sermon. 

Craft Group  this continues on Thursday November 9th at 12.30.  Please bring 
your own scissors.  If you would like to book your place then please contact 
Margaret  margaretmary227@gmail.com or 01305 849332 

The Village Lunch will be on Monday 13th November  from 12noon to 1.30pm 
We shall be serving  sausage casserole followed by the usual delicious puddings.   
A vegetarian dish will also be served each month.  This must be booked in 
advance.  If you haven’t yet booked your place then please contact Sheila on 
849193 or Jean on 848211.   

A Night of Sixties Song and Dance You will already have seen this 
advertised in last month’s magazine and around the village, so dust off your 
dancing shoes and come and join us for a fun evening – Friday November 3rd @ 
7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Tickets are £10 from Cynthia 01305 848043 or Bob 
07770 575295 

Church Mouse Stock 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 
River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 
Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 
Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 
Single cards £1.40 
Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 

mailto:margaretmary227@gmail.com
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St Mary’s Puddletown 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

5th Nov Bob Todd Paul Fleetwood 

12th Nov Puddletown Praise Team 

19th Nov Dawn Loveless Judy Bumby  

26th Nov Cynthia Metcalfe Ursula Pomeroy & Geoff Hawkins 

Charitable Giving 2023 

Lent Toilet Twinning 

Mothering Sunday Women’s Refuge 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 

BENEFICE REGISTERS 

Baptism 

21st July Finley Jack Roberts Tolpuddle 

1st October Betty Grace Turnbull Vickery Tolpuddle 

Marriages 

14th August Martin Mclaren and Emma Matthews  Milborne 

19th August Christopher Rice and Susan Burrows  Dewlish 

26th August Stuart Fox and Jessica Norman         Puddletown 

16th Sept Jack Hoyland and Tatiana Pole-Carew  Puddletown 

30th Sept Ben Cox and Sophie Zealand           Puddletown 

Funerals 

3rd August Melanie White Puddletown 
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Month on the Farm 
Since writing last month’s bit this year’s harvest was 
at long last finished in some sunny hot days in 
September with crops stored or sold and straw bales 
now in the barns, just a few very late silage bales to 
bring home from outlying rented fields, some near 
Bere Regis and the remaining black wrapped bales 
from the water meadows near Grey’s Bridge outside 
Dorchester. 

 

Although harvest was long and stop start with the 
inclement weather, cattle thrived with grass growing 
for much on the summer and we have had good 
prices through the markets for all the big store cattle 
sold, unfortunately cereal prices have dropped, these 
are much more set through the global markets and 
things beyond our control as over seas affect the prices here and with the large 
drop in pig and poultry numbers whose main diet is cereals, consequently  
affects the home market prices! 

 

This year we grew some maize on some on of our 
ground for another farmer as it’s a break crop and 
we were having problems with grass weeds  and 
with the different crop it gave us time to cultivate 
and spray with different chemistry to control the 
problem.  This did unable us through to spread 
farmyard manure over the field and an excellent 
maize crop was grown.  Although this was grown on 
contract for someone else, farmers during late 
September and early 
October are harvesting 
maize using a forager 
which cuts and chops up 
the whole maize plant 
and squash the kernels,  
which is then clamped 

and stored for winter feed, some which we see 
heading towards Dorchester is grown for feeding the 
Anaerobic Biogigester at Rainbarrow Farm which 
produces power for the people of Poundbury and 
compost for gardeners. 
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Preparations are under way to start bedding up the sheds to bring some in for 
the winter, others have started the mustard and are eating off green cover 
crops which as in previous years is why silage bales are lined up across the 
fields in readiness for the daily move of cattle and fencing. Although as we 
write this the daytime temperatures are still in the twenties, autumn and 
winter will soon be upon us with whatever they bring! 

Wakely Cox 

9th October 2023 
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TOLPUDDLE GARDEN 

SERVICES  

For : Garden Restoration 

Re-Planting and Maintenance  

All Aspects of your Garden 

Undertaken  

 

Tel: 07789 595110 

Email:  

Tolpuddlegardeservices@hotmail.com 
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Puddletown NeighbourCar urgently needs your help. 

Have you ever considered how you would manage if you couldn’t drive yourself 
to your doctor, dentist, optician, or hospital appointments?  

The Puddletown NeighbourCar service is a group of volunteer drivers who can 
be called upon to drive, the patients of Puddletown Surgery, to health-related 
appointments. 

If you have a car and an hour or two to spare once or twice a month the 
Puddletown NeighbourCar would love to hear from you. This is an entirely 
voluntary service which started in 2010 but without some additional drivers it is 
in danger of folding.   

Volunteers, are helpful neighbours who commit to nothing; you can always say 
you are busy when we call.  Fuel costs care paid but the real reward is the 
gratitude of our clients who, without transport, would struggle to attend vital 
healthcare appointments. 

For more information please email theresamgill@icloud.com or 
telephone 07785727906  

mailto:theresamgill@icloud.com
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THE PUDDLETOWN SOCIETY 

Forthcoming meeting to be held in the Church Room 
 

Wednesday 8 November 
 

THE RISE AND DECLINE OF DRUCE 
FARM ROMAN VILLA 

 
An update on the excavations carried out between 

2012 and 2018 
and publication of the Report 

by 
Lilian Ladle 

 
St Mary’s Church Room 7-30 pm. 

Admission: Members Free, Visitors £5 
 

Wednesday 13 December  
 

A SLIGHTLY ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS 
 

Poems, songs and readings, old and new 
presented by 

Bonny Sartin 
(retired member of the Yetties) 

 
St Mary’s Church Room 7.30 pm 

Admission: Members Free, Visitors £5 

The Children’s Society boxes will be emptied following the 11am service on the 
18th November during which Paul Gray from the Society will be giving an 
interesting talk about some of the many works of the society and he is very 
much looking forward to coming back to St Mary’s church room. 
 
After this, my tenth year, I am unable to continue as Box Coordinator and so 
am hoping that someone will be able to step into my shoes. Should a successor 
not materialise though, there are other ways that donations can continue to go 
to the society such as online donations, one off or monthly donations or by 
way of an online Giving page. It would be preferable though, if box donations 
were to continue. 
 
Should you, or anyone that you can recommend, wish to have a chat with 
myself regarding being the new Box Coordinator do please contact me either 
in person or on: dloveless6013@yahoo.com 07980828776 or 01305849534 

http://yahoo.com/
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September 2023   

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

48.90 mm 

619.80 mm  

2022 Rainfall for the month 

2022 Cumulative for the year 

97.80 mm 

    380.00 mm  

 

Temperatures 
Max.  32.200 C 

Min.  5.400 C  

2022 
Max.  24.90° C 

Min.  3.70º C  

Maximum wind speed       20.60 mph  

 

2022        17.40 mph  

Puddletown Weather - September 2023 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’  Altitude 88.39m 

(somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

Warm Space! 

Every Wednesday in Puddletown Church Room. 

From 10am until 3pm 

Refreshments (tea, coffee, and soup & a roll) available. 

Bring your knitting or craft… Come and do a jigsaw… Read a book… 

All welcome! 
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TOWER NEWS 
Saturday, 30 September 2023 in 5m (16–1–18 in E) 

120 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place  

Doubles 

 

1 Nigel Pridmore                     2 Tim F Collins  3 Jane Pridmore 

4 Stephanie Smith-Cooper      5 Robin Mears (C)  6 Robert Newton 

 

Rung after the Wedding of Sophie Anne Zealand & Benjamin Ralph Cox 
40th Anniversary Year of the DCA 
 
Saturday, 7 October 2023 in 11m (16–1–18 in E) 

240 Grandsire Doubles 

 

1 Jane Pridmore   2 Janet M Collins  3 Tim F Collins 

4 Robin Mears (C)    5 Ashley FE Monck 6 Nigel Pridmore 

 

Rung before the Wedding of Daniel Robertson & Sophy Davies 
40th Anniversary Year of the DCA 

Puddletown Food Bank 

Please pass on to anyone you know who might be in need. 
 
There is now a food bank in Puddletown church for the use of people living in 
the village. (This would include Athelhampton, Burleston & Troytown). 
 
Please feel free to take what you might need, and also donations welcome from 
all. The food is in some kind of order in the labelled plastic boxes. 
 
They can be found by turning left down the first aisle as you walk through the 
door. 
 
When using the foodbank, please think of other people who may 
need to access it later in the day. 
 
This food bank is supported by Puddletown First School, Puddletown Surgery, 
Puddletown Spar Shop, and St Mary’s church. 
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CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Margaret Rickard 01305  849332 

CHURCHWARDENS Cynthia Metcalfe (Puddletown) 01305 848 043  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 07817 557367  
 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Tony Fox (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 651 

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes   

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS   

Alcoholics Anonymous   

Area Parish Council 
Alan Sheppard 
Email:cllrasheppard@puddletownareaparishcoun
cil.gov.uk  

07771 98 8574 

Michelle Harrington 
clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk  

01202 670105  

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Children’s Society Dawn Loveless 01305 849534 

Church Room Jane Stanley 
01305 848494 

07871 169014   

Community Café 
Katie Weiss  

puddcommcafe@gmail.com  
 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY  Run & financed by volunteers 01305 848 506       

Opening Hours:- 

puddletownlibrary@gmail.com  

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday:  10.00am to 12.00noon 
Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker  

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers 
Barry Thomas 
www.puddletownscouts.org.uk  

01305 852314 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way Julian Hubbuck   
julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Friends of Puddletown Church 
Jill Temple 

friendsofpuddletownchurch@gmail.com   

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Gym 
Dan Weiss  
coachdan26@gmail.com  

07547 713675  

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 

PCC Treasurer David Elliott 07776 256537 

Pilates (at First School) Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark  

Pumpkins Toddler Group Find us on Facebook or Instagram @puddletownpumpkins 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Puddletown Ukulele Group 
Bob Watson 

bobwatson55@hotmail.com 
07725 684 400 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

First School (Head of School) Mrs A Seal 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School Mr Tim Ennion 01305 848 293 

Short Mat Bowls   

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 
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Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 

Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

 

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Heather Saunders  

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Physio-Led Pilates Sam Buxton samjbuxton31@gmail.com 

Pilates Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Tolpuddle Events Committee Ian Cray  

Tolpuddle Home Group   

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust    info@tolpuddleoldchapeltrust.org 

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Tyra Nozaic Goosen, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Tolpuddle & Southover Village 

Website 
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. Jo Austwick  tolpuddlevhinfo@gmail.com 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton  
pdwalton@btinternet.com 01305 848 034 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

  

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS    

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk   

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure (Southern Electric)   0800 0727 282 

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PSCO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

   

   

   

   

   

mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Chris Udens (Chair) 07973 167117 

Parish Clerk 
Amanda Crocker 

dewlish@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  
 

Village Hall (Chair) Andrew Barnett 07551 839296 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS     

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Mike Healy 01300 342 134 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers   

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Steve O’Neill 07490 691 121  
Gardening Club Bill Love 01258 837 677  
Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Michelle Cheeseman (Head) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793 319 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair (Chair) 07774 081 551  
 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 07983 013 781  
Pilates (at First School) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Rich Hawker 07983 013 781  

Village Hall 
Linsey O’Neill (Chair)  

chair.msavh@gmail.com 
07798 720 812 

 Susan Poet (Bookings) 07866 313 999 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Angela Johnson 01258 839 060 
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St John’s Church 

Tolpuddle November 2023 

The year is moving swiftly on and we are now 
well into Autumn - and what a beautiful time it 
has been so far with much sunshine and 
unseasonable warmth.  But now as we look 
towards the end of our year, the church is 
preparing for Advent, the coming of Jesus, 
reminding us of new life and the hope that 

comes with it. We are all in need of hope at the moment- with the worries of 
climate change and the sometimes violent disturbance in weather patterns 
around the world that it has brought, the increase in living costs, which always 
affects the disadvantaged in society to a greater degree and the increasing 
aggression shown by some of the power-hungry governments and leaders in the 
world. Within our community and our own lives, we do our best to reduce 
plastic, recycle what we can and limit our use of fossil fuels but we pray that our 
politicians will take more meaningful action to reduce our carbon footprint - in a 
positive way and not just with vote-winning gimmicks!  Regarding the problems 
caused by rising prices, we are trying to help with our FOOD BANK which is at 
the back of St John’s and available for anyone in need, however short term. 
There is also information about other help available and a notebook for help-
requests - we do monitor this regularly so do call in and see for yourself. 
 
At the beginning of the month we celebrated a true village Christening with a 
service at St John’s for Betty Turnbull. After the service, all the family and 
friends and a few villagers joined together for a tea-party also held in the church.  
 
Later in October we had a very successful and well attended Harvest Supper at 
the village hall on Saturday 7th. Tickets had been sold out for some time before 
the event.  There was a table top quiz and Raffle- and of course lots of 
scrumptious home cooked food- huge thanks to all those who helped serve and 
baked, particularly Lionel who made the Harvest Sheaf.  

 
This was followed by a “Reflection on Harvest” service 
on Sunday evening. Alongside the usual poetry, 
readings and thought provoking music we also sang 
two traditional and much loved Harvest hymns. 
Produce from the festival will be distributed to the 
Food Bank and a collection was taken for WaterAid. 
 
Looking forward this month we have the Bonfire Party 
- which has had to be cancelled over the last two years 
because of the weather - we hope for a successful event 
this year. It will be held on either the 3rd, 4th or 5th of 
November, depending on weather conditions.  
    Continued on page 35 
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Thanks as ever to Jonathan and Sue, who together with Ray and Tom de Witt 
put so much effort into the planning and preparation - plus the host of soup 
makers and servers. 
 

Several other dates for your diary-  
Sunday December 10th- Carol Service in St Johns- 5 pm 
Sunday December 17th- Carols and Christmas Songs in the Pub  with Raffle in 
aid of Children’s Society 
 
There are many unsung heroes working hard to keep the church afloat- some 
keeping the living churchyard tidy, others cleaning and repairing inside and 
out, refreshing the wild flower decorations that brighten the building, locking 
and unlocking daily and of course keeping the services going. We still have the 
regular Holy Communion services at 9:30 on the first and third Sundays, a 
quiet reflection service at 5:30pm on the second Sunday and our livelier Go 
Fourth service at 10am on the fourth Sunday of the month. Thanks go out to all 
involved. 
     

Hilly and Jayne 

Tolpuddle Events Committee (TEC) 

As always the Tolpuddle Harvest Supper was a brilliant evening. The village hall 
looked beautiful, with lovely autumnal flower arrangements by Marion and 
Jane, tables looking elegant and soft lighting to set the mood! Delicious 
homemade food was provided by our excellent village volunteer cooks, 
including the traditional 'sheaf of corn' bread baked by Lionel. The raffle had 
some super prizes and as always there was a head-scratching brain teaser to 
keep us occupied between courses. Many thanks to everyone who worked so 
hard behind the scenes, and to Hilly for organising. 

 

Our fireworks event on Friday 3rd November is promising to be a fantastic 
evening, with free parking, homemade soup included with your ticket, a pay 
bar, BBQ and live music. Pay on the gate - £8 per adult, free for children 12 and 
under, or £20 a family of four.  Gates open at 6.00, fireworks at 7.00. If the 
weather lets us down we will reschedule for the 4th or 5th. Check our village 
website for details. Then we turn our attention to Christmas! There will be the 
Christmas Craft Fair and Christmas Light Up on 9th December, and the 
children's party will now be on Sunday 10th December in the Village Hall.  

 

After Christmas we have a Quiz and Chips evening planned for Friday the 12th 
January and there will be a certified first aid course in March. More details to 
follow and everything can be found on the website -  

https://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/ 

https://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
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Major Works in Tolpuddle  

 

A £750,000 project to connect properties in Tolpuddle to the public sewerage 
network is under way this autumn. 

Wessex Water are extending the network in the east of the village to ensure an 
additional 12 properties on Trent Close – that previously operated with private 
system – can be connected. 

The complex scheme got started in September and is expected to be completed 
by February of next year. 

Project manager Lucy George said: “The depths of the dig required and 
proximity to residents’ houses make this a challenging construction that 
requires a significant amount of tunnelling. 

“But we are progressing well with constructing a shaft, followed by the pumped 
main and gravity sewer in nearby Dorchester Road. 

“We’ve been working closely with the residents of Trent Close, holding a drop-in 
session for them prior to work getting under way and look forward to 
completing the work so that they can be connected to the public system as 
quickly as possible.’’ 

  

Lucy George 

Wessex Water project manager 
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Do you run holiday 
accommodation or a 

local business? 
 
The new Tolpuddle and Southover 
Village website  
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk has a 
Local Accommodation page and we 
would love to hear from you if you 
would like to add your holiday 
accommodation.   
 
We also have a Local Business page 
and again, please do get in touch if you 
would like to advertise your business. 
 
We look forward to hearing from 
you.  Please email:  
 tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

http://www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk/
mailto:tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com
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Evening Class - Christmas themed pottery 

Tolpuddle Village Hall 

9th November 2023 at 7.30pm 

 

Using a handbuilding grogged clay you might like to make a Christmas 
tree shaped tealight, decorations or elf door. £25 includes kiln firing. 
Pieces will be returned 2-3 weeks later. 

Pre booking only.  

Please email creativeclayforall@yahoo.co.uk to book your space. 
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Milborne St Andrew Church News 

October began with our Harvest Thanksgiving, led by Tony.  What a joy it was to 
see so many there! Stephanie made a beautiful Harvest Loaf, which her daughter 
Hazel presented at the Altar. (Stephanie very kindly made another loaf for the 
school service.) Thank you to all who brought items for the Blandford Foodbank 
and to John and Josie for delivering them for us. Next year, we hope to team up 
with the First School. The Church looked beautiful; we are grateful to those who 
arranged flowers or brought gifts of Fruit and Veg, including some magnificent 
courgettes/marrows. Monetary donations for the produce have been sent to 
WaterAid. The First School Harvest Service was a wonderful occasion, and it was 
good to welcome so many families and friends to watch the children. Poetry, 
Mosaics illustrating the four seasons, lively singing and a real sense of 
thanksgiving made it a joyful occasion. Congratulations to all who took part and 
planned the service. 

November is often referred to as the “Month of Remembrance”. All Souls’ Day is 
traditionally observed on November 2nd. This year’s Service for the Benefice, 
when we remember “Those we love but see no longer”, will be held in Milborne 
Church at 3 p.m. on Sunday, the 5th. If you would like names remembered, 
please contact the Vicar or one of the Churchwardens. All are welcome to come 
and light a candle. The Service will be followed by tea and cake. 

Remembrance Sunday falls on November 12th, and we will meet in Church at 
10.00 for a Service of Remembrance and then process to the Memorial Stone for 
the Parish Act of Remembrance at 11.00. As we recall the sacrifice of former 
generations, the need to pray for peace in our war-torn world is even more 
urgent, 

The news that Maggie, our Curate, will leave us was announced on October 8th 
and came as a body blow. Maggie cares for her elderly parents, and her 
accommodation in Puddletown is not suitable for the long term. The Diocese has 
found a house in Gillingham, but it is too far for Maggie to commute, so she will 
continue her Curacy in the Shaftesbury Team Ministry. Their gain is a most 
definite loss to us in Milborne and in the Benefice. Maggie’s last Service will be 
the Benefice Service on October 29th.  

In view of various changes, the Service on the first Sunday of each month will be 
renamed Milborne Praise and will be led by Tony. It will follow a similar pattern 
to that used for the Harvest Service (but without the vegetable puns) and will be 
more, or less, formal according to the theme. The first one, on Sunday, 5th 
November, will commemorate All Saints’ Day. Come along and give thanks for 
saints past and present.  Pam has indicated that she is willing to continue 
organising Worship in Stillness on the third Sunday of each month, with the 
possibility of others helping from time to time.  

We send our love and best wishes to Daphne Knight, who celebrated her 90th 
birthday on October 14th. We give thanks for all that she, and Philip, contributed 
to the life of St. Andrew’s over many years. Thank you, Daphne. 
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Milborne St. Andrew Gardening Club 
 

We learnt a lot from Steve Jeffries of Dobbies Garden Centre about autumn 
colour in our gardens in October. This month we hold our last meeting of the 
year in the village hall on Thursday 16th November at 7.30pm, 
which will be a short AGM followed by a quiz, mulled wine and 
refreshments. The annual winner of the monthly competition will 
be announced.  

Visitors are very welcome! 

Angela Johnson 

At the end of the month, we celebrate St Andrew’s Day as we give thanks for our 
Church and Community. 

 

Tony & Pam, 

Churchwardens 
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Autumn - Time For A Change 
 
October started mild and at times it was as warm as the summer. So Ladybirds 
have played outside enjoying digging in the mud area looking for worms and 
filling tipper trucks with soil. “I’m building a house” announces a little boy re-
enacting what he’s experiencing watching his home extension. We love it when 
children connect parts of their lives and experiences. 

 
We currently have a very young cohort which is 
keeping us on our toes and involves much more 
sensory messy play. This has included water and 
rice (not at the same time) for pouring and filling; 
flour for mark making; corn flour gloop and of 
course the ever-popular play dough. As we moved 
into autumn, we painted a group picture of an 
autumn tree using broccoli florets instead of paint 
brushes. Plenty of opportunities to mix paints to 

produce autumn colours – and it seems whatever colours you start with you 
always end up with brown! 
 
We have covered the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, 
with re- telling of the story with the doll’s house and little 
teddies. We had bigger teddy bears in the role play area 
which ended up as a hospital. Lots of cups of tea (that age old 
remedy) being made by the youngsters, somethings never 
change. To give the children practice of using a knife for 
spreading they made teddy-face muffins with chocolate 
spread, banana slices and raisins. Plenty of mess but they 
children enjoyed making and eating them. 

 
By the time you read this we hope to have moved into 
the First School. Rather frustratingly we are dependent 
on when Ofsted endorse the move. All has been 
requested and as with all Government bodies we must 
wait – chasing them is a nightmare as getting to talk to 
someone is near on impossible. We really are looking 
forward to being in school – no more setting up/
packing away into sheds!! 
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This term the Bluebell class are exploring where food comes 
and which foods help our bodies.We were very excited to have 
had a trip to Wessex Wild to kick start our learning. We had a 
wonderful day for the 'The Story of your Lunchbox' workshop 
where we learnt about the farm 

and how Chrissy uses a drone and satellites to 
track where her cows are. The class explored the 
growing patches where we picked fresh fruit and 
vegetables, understanding which part of the plant 
we eat. At lunch we tasted some new fruits and 
vegetables, with some of us pulling funny faces 
when tasting celery. We are looking forward to 
finding out more in the classroom.  
 

We were lucky enough to be awarded a grant from The 
Harmony Project as a nature premium to develop our 
school allotment.  As a result we have now got 3 
fabulous new growing beds and 3 new residents! We 
have yet to name our new chicks who hatched out at the 
end of summer in Mrs Cheeseman's garden and decided 
to stay at our school after meeting our children as tiny 
chicks during the first week back.  Learning about where 

our food comes from and the strength in diversity that nature shows us is vital 
for a healthy system.  These are core aspects of our curriculum and our children 
are loving caring for the chickens and learning 
about the hard work that goes into 'growing your 
own'.  Lily and Nicky from The Edible Acre in 
Crossways, a fabulous local producer, are 
partnering with us to support our learning.  We 
are delighted that our children now get to visit 2 
local farms every year and get hands on in the 
allotment as part of their learning in school which 
helps set them up for a sustainable and healthy 
future. 

 
Honeysuckle Class went to the Dorset 
County Museum and Roman Townhouse 
in Dorchester to learn more about the 
Romans of Durnovaria. We were very 
fortunate to be able to see the mosaics in 
the townhouse, we handled real Roman 
artefacts and we dressed up as Romans 
from the different social classes. It was 
great fun! 

Milborne St Andrew First School 
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PUDDLETOWN AREA PARISH COUNCIL 
For all the latest information regarding what the Parish Council is doing for you, 
please keep reading or visit our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
PuddletownAPC 

The Coombe: Over the last several months due to the stabilisation’s issues of 
the bank, Puddletown Area Parish Council have been looking into the ownership 
of the trees and land at The Coombe. As soon as the ownership can be proven, 
Puddletown Area Parish Council will work to ensure the area is stable.    

PCSO Report: PCSO Alison Donnison from the Dorchester East Rural 
Neighbourhood Policing Team attended the October Parish Council meeting 
held in Tolpuddle. Alison talked through how all anti-social behaviour, and 
criminal activities can be reported to Dorset Police via the Dorset Police website 
https://www.dorset.police.uk/, then click on “Report” and follow the prompt 
boxes. Alison reminded us if there is risk to life call 999.  
If you wish to see more Police presence in the Parish, then please make sure to 
report any incident no matter how small. Dorset Police can then monitor the 
trends and allocate more time for patrols our area.  

Orchard Meadow Management Plan: A couple of months ago, Cllr 
Johnstone was appointed Orchard Meadow Representative, and since his 
appointment Jim has been working hard with the Clerk to create a new Orchard 
Meadow Management Plan. The plan will set out for all parties involved, a clear 
set of guidelines, along with the long-term plans for the area, including the 
possible addition of a new flat seat swing unit. To have your input on the plan, 
full details can be found on our website http://
www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk. 

Benches around the Parish: Several benches around the parish have been 
identified as in need of replacement due to rot starting to take hold. In the 
September Puddletown Area Parish Council meeting, it was agreed to start 
replacing the benches around the parish, starting with the round 8-seater bench 
plus the picnic benches within Orchard Meadow.    

Next Council Meeting – Our meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each 
month, alternating between Puddletown Village Hall and Tolpuddle Village Hall. 
Our next meeting is Tuesday 14th November 2023, at 7pm in the Puddletown 
Village Hall. To start the meeting is a public half hour, so please come and join 
us and have your say.  

Parish Council contact details: (Please remember to give permission for 
your details to be shared with Councillors, but note your details will NOT be 
shared with anyone else)  
Clerk: Michelle Harrington, Telephone: 01202 670105,  
Email: clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk,  
Write: 34 Egmont Road, Poole Dorset BH16 5BZ, Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/PuddletownAPC/, Website: http://
www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk 

https://www.dorset.police.uk/
http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk
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Dewlish Church Notes 
 

A BIG THANK-YOU to Tina and family who, once more, 
held a Table Top Sale, and raised £105.20 for our 
Church Fabric Fund. We know how hard you have 
worked for us, and are most grateful. 
 
Our Harvest Festival, led by Maggie, was well-attended. 
The church looked so beautiful, and bountiful. Thank 

you to everyone who provided flowers and donations of produce. 
On the next night we held our Harvest Supper and Auction which, again, was 
well-attended. We thank Andy for organising the food provision and 
preparation, ably assisted by Nonie and by Andrew who conducted the auction in 
such a brilliant way. We all had a lovely evening. The auction raised £206, which 
has been donated to WaterAid. Thank you to everyone for making the evening 
such a success. 
 
And so we get to November! Where has this year gone? 
Remembrance Sunday is on November 12th, and our service will start at the 
War Memorial at 10.50am with the laying of the wreath, and this will be followed 
by the service in church. Afterwards, we invite you to join us in the Village Hall 
for refreshments. 
 
Just a forward note: Our Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday 2nd 
December at 2.30pm in the Village Hall. All the usual Christmassy stalls will be 
on show so, please, save the date. 
 
Daphne  Burg 
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Services in the Benefice  

Saturday 4th November 

4.00pm Geordie Keelan & Lisi Christofferson Puddletown 

5th November - All Saints’ Sumday 

Psalm 34.1-10; Revelation 7.9-17;Matthew 5.1-12 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Milborne Praise Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am BCP Morning Prayer Dewlish 

 3.00pm Service of remembrance and thanksgiving  Milborne 

12th November - Remembrance 

Psalm 70; Amos 5.18-24; Matthew 25.1-13 

10.00am 
Service of Remembrance 
(followed by procession to the Memorial Stone for 11am)  Milborne 

10.50am Remembrance Sunday Service Puddletown 

10.50am Remembrance Sunday Service 
(starting at the War Memorial at the Crossroads)  

Dewlish 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections Tolpuddle 

19th November - 2 before Advent 

Psalm 90.1-8,12; Zephaniah 1.7,12-18; Matthew 25.14-30 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Worship in Stillness Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion 
(with emptying of Children’s Society boxes)  

Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

26th November - Christ the King 

Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24; Matthew 25.31-46 

9.30am Parish Communion  Milborne 

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

11.00am BCP Matins (traditional language)   Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m.) 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman (sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the 

link (Please note that the calendar of services may be subject to change) 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com
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